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INTRODUCTION 


In  the  two  centuries  since  organized 
settlement  began,  a complex  pattern  of  hundreds  of 
urban  places  has  been  developed  in  Ontario.  These 
urban  places  now  show  very  substantial  variations 
in  size  from  the  big  metropolitan  cities  which 
have  grown  enormously  in  recent  decades  to 
villages  which  have  not  changed  markedly  since 
incorporation.  Each  urban  place  is  interesting  in 
itself,  the  particular  blend  of  people,  economic 
activities  and  physical  setting  giving  rise  to 
unique  environmental  qualities.  Since  all  places 
are  linked  together  in  a multitude  of  ways,  they 
share  common  characteristics  developed  at  similar 
times . 


Our  interest  in  Ontario  urban  places  evolved 
from  two  parallel  projects.  The  first  was  the 
study  of  some  aspects  of  modernization  such  as 
electrification  and  transportation  (railway  and 
post — rai 1 way ) for  the  Historical  Atlas  of  Canada. 
The  second  was  the  search  for  local  causes  of 
industrialization  and  variations  in  the  growth  of 
towns.  A case  study  of  Berlin/Kitchener-Water  loo 
in  the  period  from  1870  to  1930  showed  the 
relevance  of  elite  groups  in  the  promotion  of 
their  towns  by  various  means  including  local 
services.  These  interests  drew  us  into  a larger 
effort  of  collecting  comparable  data  for  all  urban 
places  in  the  province.  One  important  purpose  of 
developing  a survey  was  to  relate  the  introduction 
of  the  various  services  to  the  variable  growth 
performance  (as  measured  in  industrial  and 
population  growth)  of  Ontario  urban  centres.  We 
soon  discovered  how  difficult  it  was  to  obtain 
some  of  these  data.  Records  have  been  lost  or 
destroyed  and  once  commonplace  local  knowledge  has 
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been  forgotten.  The  interest  generated  among 
librarians  and  others  supported  the  idea  of 
publishing  the  material  as  a reference  handbook. 

The  selection  of  topics  presented  in  this 
handbook  was  largely  determined  by  our  focus  on 
services  related  to  growth.  Accessibility  and 
connections  by  railway  were  clearly  important  as  a 
means  whereby  towns  were  able  to  enhance  their 
possibilities  for  growth.  Modern  technological 
services  were  important  in  the  past,  as  well  as  at 
present,  in  showing  a progressive  image  to  the 
larger  world.  Electricity  and  street  railways, 
for  example,  were  significant  for  image  as  well  as 
for  the  actual  services  they  performed.  The 
development  of  boards  of  trade  and  newspapers 
illustrates  the  significance  of  agencies  or 
institutions  which  promoted  innovation  and 
progressive  improvement.  Once  growth  began  to 
take  place,  new  services  especially  water, 
sewerage  and  public  health  became  necessary.  *'iany 
of  the  services  listed  in  the  tables  of  this 
handbook  illustrate  the  importance  of  local 
initiatives.  Incorporation  of  the  municipality 
was  a first  stage  of  evolution  and  most  of  the 
local  services  were  developed  by  the  initiative  of 
the  council  and  not  by  instructions  from  the 
provincial  capital.  Several  of  the  measures 
illustrate  the  rise  and  then  the  relative  decline 
of  municipal  government,  which  now  tends  to  rely 
more  upon  provincial  initiatives,  instructions  and 
finance.  Several  topics  have  been  omitted.  Other 
important  municipal  services  include:  education 
(especially  high  schools),  parks,  police,  highways 
and  airports. 

The  focus  in  this  report  is  on  urban  centres 
which  had  at  least  some  local  powers  of  making 
decisions  about  the  priorities  for  local  services. 
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All  the  urban  centres  listed  in  the  tables  are,  or 
were,  incorporated  cities,  towns  or  villages  with 
general  powers  allowed  by  provincial  legislation. 
Incorporated  municipalities,  including  the 
boroughs  of  Metropolitan  Toronto,  formed  to  the 
end  of  the  1960s  are  included  in  the  tables.  This 
selection  of  units  has  the  result  of  Sturgeon 
Point  (with  a maximum  population  of  63)  rating  as 
much  space  as  Toronto. 

In  recent  decades  the  concept  of  a distinct 
urban  community,  being  separate  and  independent  of 
the  surrounding  rural  area  or  of  neighbouring 
urban  units,  has  become  blurred.  There  are  now 
fewer  essential  differences  between  urban  and 
rural  services.  Large-scale  commuting  and  other 
movements  mean  that  each  urban  municipality  is  now 
likely  to  be  functionally  integrated  with  its 
neighbours.  Restructuring  of  government  in  the 
regional  municipalities  created  in  the  early  1970s 
recognized  the  changes  which  had  taken  place  but 
the  amalgamation  of  areas  ended  the  continuity  of 
some  old-established  municipal  corporations. 
Table  1,  which  presents  the  incorporation  history 
of  all  places,  provides  a comprehensive  guide  to 
all  the  creations  and  dissolutions  of 
municipalities  in  the  past  150  years. 

The  information  presented  in  this  handbook 
was  collected  from  many  sources.  As  a first 
stage,  a questionnaire  with  a covering  letter  of 
explanation  was  sent  to  each  of  the  public 
libraries  listed  in  the  Directory  of  Ontario 
Public  Libraries.  A 49  percent  response  was 
obtained  from  the  first  mailing  in  September  1981. 
A second  effort  in  January  1982  secured  a total  65 
percent  response  from  all  public  libraries 
contacted.  Further  efforts  were  made  to  contact 
municipal  clerks  and  local  historical  societies  in 


April-May  1982.  In  addition  to  the 
questionnaires,  local  history  or  academic 
publications  were  searched  as  a check  on  uncertain 
information  or  for  places  from  which  no 
information  could  be  obtained  locally.  Other 
systematic  sources  were  used  to  ensure  the 
accuracy  and  comparability  of  all  data.  All  the 
material  was  coded  and  recorded  on  punched  cards 
for  computer  processing.  The  final  tables  after 
cross-checking  were  printed  by  laser-printer  for 
inclusion  in  the  handbook. 

This  reference  work  can  be  used  in  many 
different  ways.  It  may  serve  as  a starting  point 
for  local  histories  of  places.  The  data  presented 
in  the  tables  form  a unique  source  for  comparative 
studies  of  all  urban  places  in  Ontario,  including 
northern  centres  frequently  excluded  from  other 
works.  Details  of  the  chronology  of  the 
introduction  of  various  services  provide  the  basis 
for  the  study  of  when  and  where  services  began  and 
then  diffused  or  spread  across  the  province.  Many 
cr os s -t abu 1 at  ions  are  possible  to  show  the 
introduction  and  survival  of  particular  services 
or  institutions  compared  for  different  places  and 
related  to  growth  performance  over  time.  How 
important  was  the  existence  of  a weekly  paper  in 
securing  initial  incorporation  as  an  urban  centre? 
What  relationships  were  there  between  the  first 
date  and  nature  of  the  railway  connection  and  the 
later  growth  and  variety  of  industrial 
development?  What  were  the  factors  in  the  local 
efforts  to  obtain  a Carnegie  Library?  Naturally 
these  analyses  and  cross-tabulations  will  yield 
only  statistical  overviews,  which  would  then  have 
to  be  supported  by  detailed  investigation  of 
particular  places.  Some  of  the  data  presented 
here  are  basic  foundations  for  the  further 
exploration  of  the  mechanisms  and  characteristics 


of  when  and  where  places  evolved  and  how 
differential  growth  occurred.  The  Appendix  table, 
in  which  all  places  are  arranged  in  chronological 
order  of  first  incorporation  and  then  ranked  in 
order  of  the  introduction  of  selected  services, 
shows  some  of  the  possibilities  for  studies  of 
correlation. 

Each  of  the  ten  sections  of  the  handbook 
follows  a similar  arrangement.  The  major  table, 
on  a particular  municipal  service  or  topic,  is 
prefaced  by  an  essay  introducing  the  general 
patterns  and  processes.  Major  sources  consulted 
and  some  important  studies  are  cited  in  the 
footnotes.  Space  and  time  do  not  permit  all 
details  to  be  reproduced.  The  names  of 
newspapers,  for  example,  had  to  be  omitted.  While 
every  care  was  taken  to  verify  information,  it  is 
inevitable  that  some  errors  will  have  been  made  or 
perpetuated.  The  authors  bear  the  responsibility 
for  such  errors  and  omissions  and  welcome 
corrections  and  additions  for  incorporation  in  a 
future  revised  edition. 
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1.  INCORPORATION  HISTORY 

Whereas  it  will  be  of  great  public  benefit 
and  advantage  that  provision  should  be  made, 
by  one  general  act,  for  the  erection  of 
Municipal  Corporations  ...  in  and  for  the 
several  Counties,  Towns,  Townships  and 
Villages  . . . 

- Preamble  to  The  Municipal  Corporations  Act, 
Statutes  of  the  Province  of  Canada  12  Vic. 
cap.  81,  1849  ('The  Baldwin  Act'). 

In  the  late  nineteenth  century,  Ontario  was 
distinctive  for  the  large  number  of  its 
incorporated  urban  municipalities.  By  1900,  259 
had  been  created,  of  which  110  had  the  status  of 
towns  and  13  were  cities.  Part  of  the  reason  for 
the  province's  greater  degree  of  urban  development 
was  its  early  passage  of  a general  act  for 
municipal  incorporation  - the  'Baldwin  Act'  of 
1849.  Similar  general  acts  were  not  passed  by 
Quebec  until  1902,  Nova  Scotia  until  1888  or  New 
Brunswick  until  1896. 

Some  urban  municipalities  can  be  dated  from 
before  1849,  however,  though  the  details  are 
obscure  and  scholars  have  differed  in  their 
interpretations.1  For  the  first  half-century  of 
settlement  in  Upper  Canada,  the  emergent  urban 
centres  were  fully  under  the  control  of  the 
appointed  Magistrates  of  the  Quarter  Sessions  in 
each  judicial  district.  From  time  to  time,  the 
special  needs  of  urban  places  were  recognized.  In 
1792,  Magistrates  were  authorized  to  provide  for 
fire  protection  'in  any  town  or  place'  having  40 
houses  within  half  a mile;  and  in  1801  the 
Magistrates  of  the  Midland  District  were  empowered 
to  establish  a market  in  Kingston.  After  a 
petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  Kingston  in  1816, 


the  Magistrates  were  given  special  powers  to 
assess  and  tax  property  to  pay  for  fire  protection 
and  street  repairs;  similar  powers  were  granted 
for  York,  Amherstburgh  and  Sandwich  in  1817  and 
Niagara  in  1819. 

But  it  was  not  until  the  1830s  that  there  was 
municipal  self-government  characterized  by  elected 
officials  and  the  power  to  levy  taxes  to  pay  for 
local  services.  In  1832,  after  a long  struggle, 
Brockville  was  granted  a Board  of  Police,  a body 
corporate  of  five  members,  two  to  be  elected  in 
each  of  two  wards  and  the  fifth  appointed  by  those 
four.  The  corporation  was  to  make  by-laws  on 
various  prescribed  matters  and  could  levy  an 
assessment  of  no  more  than  two  pence  in  the  pound 
(2  Wm.  IV,  c.  17).  Various  towns  followed  this 
precedent,  but  with  variations  in  detail  - 
Hamilton  in  1833;  Belleville,  Cornwall,  Port  Hope 
and  Prescott  in  1834;  Cobourg  and  Picton  in  1837; 
Kingston  in  1838;  London  in  1840;  Niagara  and  St. 
Catharines  in  1845;  Brantford,  Bytown  and  Dundas 
in  1847.  York  quickly  went  further  in  being 
incorporated  as  the  City  of  Toronto  in  1834,  and 
Hamilton  and  Kingston  gained  city  status  in  1846. 
Kingston,  Bytown  and  Dundas  were  incorporated  with 
town  councils  rather  than  boards  of  police,  and 
the  earlier  boards  of  police  were  transformed  into 
councils  in  Cornwall  (1846)  and  London  (1847). 

By  the  late  1840s,  the  basic  form  of  urban 
local  government  had  already  evolved,  and  most 
urban  centres  of  any  size  had  been  incorporated. 
The  Municipal  Corporations  Act  of  1849  achieved  a 
classification  of  grades  of  municipalities  and  a 
uniformity  and  standardization  of  their  powers  and 
procedures  of  government  - to  replace  the  earlier 
'complete  chaos  of  inconsistent  enactments.' 


The  act  provided  for  a hierarchy  of  urban 
places  - police  villages  (unincorporated), 
incorporated  villages,  towns  and  cities.  Criteria 
of  size  were  established  for  each  grade:  an 

incorporated  village  should  have  a population  of 
at  least  1000,  a town  3000  and  a city  15,000.  A 
successful  petition  from  at  least  100  qualified 
residents  of  an  urban  centre,  either  for  first 
incorporation  or  for  'erection*  into  a 
municipality  of  higher  status,  would  be  followed 
by  a proclamation  of  the  Governor  by  Order  in 

Council . 

Each  incorporated  municipality  was  defined  as 
'a  Body  Corporate'  with  all  the  powers  and 
responsibilities  defined  for  that  grade  of  place. 
Unlike  cities,  the  smaller  units  of  towns  and 
villages  were  subordinate  to  their  county  councils 
in  certain  respects.  But  all  grades  of  urban 
municipalities  elected  their  own  councils,  on  the 
basis  of  a property  franchise,  and  all  had  the 
power  to  levy  taxes  on  assessed  property  to  pay 
for  local  improvements  and  services.  The  new 
municipal  system  became  characterized  by  local 
initiative  in  first  seeking  incorporation,  and  by 
a fair  degree  of  local  autonomy.  The  'Baldwin 
Act'  created  a most  enduring  municipal  system. 
While  the  Municipal  Act  would  be  amended  almost 
every  year  in  details,  the  fundamental  features 
would  last  until  the  1970s. 

Schedules  to  the  1849  Act  specified  the 
status  of  those  centres  which  had  been  previously 
incorporated  and  authorized  the  incorporation  of 
others.  Chippawa,  Galt,  Oshawa,  Paris,  Richmond 
and  Thorold  were  made  villages,  Goderich  and 
Peterborough  towns,  effectively  in  1850,  while  an 
amendment  of  1850-1  added  the  towns  of 
Amherstburg,  Chatham,  Guelph,  Perth,  Simcoe  and 
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Woodstock.  Other  centres  quickly  took  advantage 
of  the  general  act  to  seek  incorporation,  notably 
during  the  railway  boom  periods  of  the  1850s  and 
the  1870s  (Table  1A). 


Table  1A 

Numbers  of  Ontario  urban  municipalities  by 


date  of  first 

incorporation 

Before  1850 

16 

1850-59 

67 

1860-69 

25 

1870-79 

84 

1880-89 

39 

1890-99 

29 

1900-09 

35 

1910-19 

33 

1920-29 

17 

1930-39 

10 

1940-49 

3 

1950-59 

12 

1960-69 

16 

1970-79 

2 

Total 

388 

The  time-space  patterns  of  urban 
incorporation  raise  intriguing  questions.  In  some 
parts  of  the  province,  small  nucleated  communities 
were  content  to  remain  unincorporated  as  'police 
villages'  under  the  Municipal  Act,  subordinate  to 
the  townships  in  which  they  were  located  but  with 
limited  powers  to  'abate  nuisances'  and  provide 
some  fire  protection.  Other  communities  ot 
similarly  small  size  were  eager  for  incorporation 
and  the  greater  powers  it  conferred  to  borrow 
money  and  make  decisions  on  local  improvements  and 
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services.  Were  some  communities  more  ambitious 
and  confident  of  their  urban  destiny?  How 
significant  were  the  various  county  councils  in 
encouraging  or  discouraging  the  efforts  of  small 
communities  to  incorporate? 

The  criterion  of  population  size  was 
interpreted  generously.  The  legislation  was 
liberalized  so  that  by  1873  a village  might  be 
incorporated  with  a population  of  750,  and  a town 
with  2000.  Later,  too,  the  requirements  were 
relaxed  for  aspiring  centres  in  'New  Ontario,' 
where  the  lowest  level  of  the  incorporated  urban 
hierarchy  has  always  been  a town.  In  practice, 
though,  urban  centres  could  be  incorporated  with 
considerably  less  than  the  required  minimum 
population.  Fifty  urban  municipalities  have  never 
achieved  a population  of  750,  let  alone  1000. 
Some  towns  in  southern  Ontario  did  not  reach  the 
required  2000  population  for  decades  after 
attaining  town  status. 

Ambitious  towns  could  not  wait  till  they  grew 
to  15,000  population  before  seeking  the  dignity 
and  independence  of  cityhood,  so  petitioned  the 
provincial  legislature  for  special  acts  when  they 
had  reached  about  9000.  The  preamble  to  Guelph's 
act  of  incorporation  illustrates  the  special 
pleading  used  for  this  purpose: 

Whereas  the  Corporation  of  the  Town  of  Guelph 
by  their  petition  represented  that  the  said 
town  contains  a population  of  upwards  of  ten 
thousand  souls  and  that  the  said  population 
is  rapidly  increasing,  and  that  the  said 
town,  by  reason  of  its  increased  and 
extensive  railway  facilities,  its  large 
manufacturing  and  mercantile  interests  and 
its  situation  in  the  midst  of  a rich 


agricultural  district,  is  now  and  will 
continue  to  be,  an  important  commercial 
centre;  and  whereas  the  said  Corporation  have 
prayed  that  the  said  town  may  be  erected  into 
a city  ...  and  whereas  it  is  expedient  to 
grant  the  prayer  of  the  said  petition  ...^ 

Usually  at  least  20  years  elapsed  before  such 
cities  attained  a population  of  15,000,  but 
Belleville  (made  a city  in  1877)  did  not  reach 
that  size  till  1941,  and  Woodstock  (a  city  from 
1901)  not  till  1951.  A few  towns  - St.  Mary's, 
Gananoque,  Ingersoll,  Prescott,  Trenton  and  Smiths 
Falls  - also  obtained  special  acts  separating 
themselves  from  their  counties,  though  they  did 
remain  towns. ^ 


Table  IB 

Ontario  urban  municipalities  by 
largest  size-class  reached 


Population 

All  place 

Size-Class 

By  1901 

to  1981 

Under  1000 

73 

86 

1,000-2,499 

112 

99 

2,500-4,999 

47 

63 

5,000-9,999 

18 

50 

10,000-24,999 

6 

41 

25,000-49,999 

1 

20 

Over  50,000 

3 

27 

Total 

260 

388 

Once  incorporated,  urban  municipalities 
proved  remarkably  durable,  even  (perhaps 
especially)  where  the  hoped  for  growth  did  not 


follow  incorporation.  Before  1960,  only  29  places 
lost  their  incorporated  identity  (Table  1C),  most 
often  through  the  annexation  of  a suburban 
municipality  by  a larger  neighbour,  usually  a 
city.  Thus  Toronto  annexed  Yorkville,  Brockton 
and  Parkdale  in  the  1880s  and  East  Toronto, 
Toronto  Junction  and  North  Toronto  between  1908 
and  1912.  London  annexed  London  East  in  1885  and 
London  West  in  1897,  and  Ottawa  annexed  New 
Edinburgh  in  1886,  and  Ottawa  East  and  Hintonberg 
in  1907.  Barrie,  Niagara  Falls,  Peterborough  and 
Sault  Ste  Marie  each  annexed  a smaller  neighbour 
by  1920. 


Table  1C 

Number  of  Ontario  urban  municipalities 
losing  incorporated  identity 


1880-89 

5 

1890-99 

2 

1900-09 

6 

1910-19 

2 

1920-29 

3 

1930-39 

5 

1940-49 

1 

1950-59 

5 

1960-69 

15 

1970-79 

54 

Total 

98 

The  main  reason  for  annexation  of  this  type 
was  the  advantage  of  sharing  the  costs  of 
providing  urban  services  in  a larger  unit.  This 
sort  of  rationalization  was  left  to  the  initiative 
of  the  municipalities  concerned,  however  - 
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majority  of  the  property-owners  in  each  place  had 
to  favour  annexation.  Four  small  municipalities 
were  dissolved  between  1920  and  1933,  reverting  to 
their  surrounding  townships.  In  the  1930s, 
financial  difficulties  and  some  pressure  from  the 
provincial  government  prompted  the  annexation  by 
Windsor  of  the  various  other  ’Essex  Border  Cities' 
- Sandwich,  Walkerville  and  East  Windsor,  while 
Bridgeburg  and  Fort  Erie  were  merged  into  one 
municipality  at  the  same  period.  There  were 
further  suburban  annexations  in  the  1950s  and 
early  1960s  around  Kingston,  Port  Colborne, 
Hamilton,  Oakville,  Sudbury  and  St.  Catharines. 

The  long-established  patterns  of  urban 
municipalities  across  Ontario  have  been  most 
drastically  altered  by  the  'restructuring' 
associated  with  regional  government  in  the  1970s. 
This  process  was  begun  and  implemented  mainly  on 
the  initiative  of  the  Ontario  Department  of 
Municipal  Affairs.  It  has  affected  the  areas  of 
most  rapid  growth  in  the  province,  in  which  the 
traditional  municipal  units  seemed  to  be 
inefficient  in  delivering  the  necessary  urban 
services.  Following  the  model  of  the  Municipality 
of  Metropolitan  Toronto  (1954),  upper-tier  units 
of  local  government,  regional  municipalities,  were 
created,  usually  from  former  counties  or 
combinations  or  major  parts  of  counties.  Within 
these  major  areas,  component  municipalities  were 
restructured  usually  eliminating  villages  and 
strengthening  towns  and  cities  as  lower-tier 
units,  often  by  substantial  additions  of  township 
territory.  In  some  of  the  new  regions,  all  the 
component  units  were  made  'urban'  municipalities, 
with  the  traditional  titles  of  'town'  or  'city' 
(The  earlier  use  of  the  term  'borough'  for  the 
units  within  Metropolitan  Toronto  was  not  followed 
elsewhere  in  Ontario).  In  other  new  regions,  the 
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Table  ID 


CHANGES  CAUSED  BY  REGIONAL  GOVERNMENT  ’RESTRUCTURING'  IN  1970S 


YEAR 

REGIONAL  MUNICIPALITY 

NO.  URBAN 

UNITS 

URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 

BEFORE 

AFTER 

DISSOLVED 

CREATED 

1970 

NIAGARA  (from  Lincoln  and  Welland 
Count ies ) 

12 

10 

Chippawa,  Fonthilll,  Crystal 
Beach,  Beamsville 

Lincoln,  Pelham 

1971 

1971 

YORK  (from  York  County) 

MUSKOKA  (District  Municipality 
from  Muskoka  District) 

7 

7 

7 

3 

Stouffville,  Sutton,  Woodbridge 
Bala,  Port  Carling,  Port  Sydney, 
Windermere 

Vaughan,  Whitchurch-Stouff ville 

1971 

SUDBURY  (from  metropolitan  Sudbury 
area  of  Sudbury  District) 

6 

7 

Coniston,  Copper  Cliff,  Levack, 
Lively 

Nickel  Centre,  Onaping  Falls, 
Rayside-Balfour , Valley  East, 
Walden. 

1973 

WATERLOO  (from  Waterloo  County) 

10 

3 

Elmira,  Hespeler,  New  Hamburg, 
Preston,  Ayr,  Bridgeport, 
Wellesley 

1974 

DURHAM  (from  parts  of  Durham  and 
Ontario  Counties) 

10 

5 

Bowmanville,  Uxbridge,  Beaverton 
Cannington,  Pickering,  Port 
Perry. 

Pickering 

1974 

HALDIMAND-NORFOLK  (from 
Haldiraand  and  Norfolk  Counties) 

10 

4 

Caledonia,  Cayuga,  Jarvis, 
Hagers ville.  Port  Dover, 
Port  Rowan,  Waterford 

Haldimand,  Nanticoke 

1974 

HAMILTON-WENTWORTH  (from 
Wentworth  County) 

4 

4 

Waterdown 

Ancaster 

1974 

HALTON  (from  Halton  County) 

5 

4 

Acton,  Georgetown 

Halton  Hills 

1974 

PEEL  (from  Peel  County) 

6 

3 

Bolton,  Caledon  East,  Port 
Credit,  Streetsville. 

Caledon 

1979 

OTTAWA-CARLETON  (RM  created 
1969,  no  internal  restructuring 
till  a decade  later). 

5 

6 

Richmond,  Stittsville 

Gloucester,  Kanata,  Nepean 

Note:  Names  in  two  right  columns  do  not  include  continuing  municipalities 
which  have  been  enlarged  with  regional  government. 


lower  tier  also  included  mainly  rural  'townships,' 
into  which  the  small  village  units  were 
dissolved . 

Regional  restructuring  in  the  1970s  has  had 
various  effects.  The  planning  and  delivery  of 
urban  services  in  Ontario  metropolitan  areas  have 
become  more  efficient,  even  if  the  costs  have  also 
risen  sharply.  The  number  of  small,  non- viable 
municipal  units  has  been  cut  - the  reorganization 
of  the  eleven  regions,  summarized  in  Table  ID, 
dissolved  44  small  units  (many  with  a population 
of  under  1000)  and  created  only  18  new  urban 
units,  virtually  all  with  populations  over  10,000 
(Table  10D).  Regional  government  has  also  caused 
a serious  break  in  the  continuity  of  municipal 
entities,  and  the  local  loyalties  associated  with 
them,  as  well  as  of  local  historical  records  and 
statistical  series. 


NOTES 


1  The  origins  of  urban  local  government  in 
Ontario  are  discussed  in  F.H.  Armstrong, 
Handbook  of  Upper  Canadian  chronology  and 
territorial  legislation  (London:  University  of 
Western  Ontario  Library,  1967);  G.P.  deT. 
Glazebrook,  'The  origins  of  local  government,' 
in  F.H.  Armstrong  et_  al ..  eds.,  Aspects  of 
nineteenth-century  Ontario:  essays  presented 
to  James  J.  Talman  (Toronto:  University  of 
Toronto  Press,  1974)  pp.  36-47;  Walter 
Herrington,  'The  evolution  of  municipal 
government  in  Ontario,'  Trans . Roy . So c.  of 
Canada  25,  sect.  Ill  (1931).  C.E.  McGaughey, 
'The  development  of  municipal  institutions, 
Ontario  1785-1888,'  (M.A.  Thesis,  Queen's 
University,  1939). 
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2 Powers  to  regulate  markets  were  granted  also 
for  York  (1814),  Niagara  (1817),  Cornwall 
(1818),  Perth  (1822)  and  Amherstburgh  (1831), 
Napanee  and  Merrickville  (1834). 

3 The  most  exact  dates  and  references  to  the 
legislation  are  to  be  found  in  Amrstrong's 
Handbook  of  Upper  Canadian  chronology , pp. 
195-212. 

4 From  the  debate  on  the  bill,  quoted  by  C.F.J. 
Whebell,  'Robert  Baldwin  and  decentralization, 
1841-9,'  in  F.H.  Armstrong  et  al.  eds.  Aspects 
of  n i ne t e e n t h — c e n t u r y Ontario  p.  60. 
Whebe 1 l's  essay  examines  the  question  of 
whether  the  1849  act  was  based  on  a 
fundamental  theory  or  principle  of  territorial 
organization. 

See  also  J.H.  Aitchison,  'The  Municipal 
Corporations  Act  of  1849,'  Canadian  Historical 
Review  XXX,  2 (June  1949)  pp.  107-22. 

5 Statutes  of  Ontario  42  Vic.  1879,  c.  41. 

6 An  amendment  to  the  Municipal  Act  in  1859  (22 
Vic.  c.  54,  s.  26)  allowed  towns  to  separate 
from  their  counties  if  this  was  approved  by  a 
majority  of  the  electors  voting  on  the 
specific  by-law. 

7 The  main  reason  for  the  dissolution  of  these 
small  villages  - including  Wroxeter,  Bayfield 
and  Holland  Landing  - was  the  unwillingness  of 
the  ratepayers  to  undertake  the  responsibility 
of  contracting  with  Ontario  Hydro  for  local 
electricity  service.  See  Chapter  5.  Bayfield 
was  reincorporated  in  1965. 


18 


8 The  provincial  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs 
was  organized  in  1935  to  cope  with  the 
bankruptcy  of  municipalities  which  had  over- 
reached themselves. 

9 There  is  a substantial  literature  on  the 
reorganization  of  regional  municipalities 
including  series  of  reports  commissioned  by 
the  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  (from  1973 
the  Ministry  of  Treasury,  Economics  and 
Intergovernmental  Affairs)  and  the  federal 
Ministry  of  State  for  Urban  Affairs.  Summary 
lists  and  maps  were  published  in  Local 
Government  Organization  Branch  Some  Basic 
Information.  Re  g i o n a 1 , Metropolitan  and 
District  Municipalities  (February  1974)  54  p. 
Some  c To  unties,  notably  Oxford,  were 
systematically  restructed  without  becoming 
regional  municipalities. 


SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  1 

Data  on  incorporation  history  were  compiled 

from: 

* F.H.  Armstrong,  Handbook  of  Upper  Canadian 
chronology  and  territorial  legislation  (London, 
1967),  for  the  period  to  1950. 

* Plate  100  in  W.G.  Dean  ed.  Ontario  Economic 
Atlas  (Toronto,  1969)  for  the  period  1850s  to 
1960s.  Source  of  material  used  in  this  atlas 
plate  was  the  Librarian,  Department  of  Municipal 
Affairs. 


* Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics,  Census  of  Canada 
1931,  Vol.  1,  'Dates  of  incorporation  of  urban 
centres  of  Canada  with  1931  population  ...',  pp. 
173-9. 

* Ontario  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  (and 
later  Ministry  of  Treasury,  Economics,  and 
Intergovernmental  Affairs,  later  Ministry  of 
Intergovernmental  Affairs)  Municipal  Directory, 
1967-1982  (annual). 

Explanation  of  code  letters  for  change  of  status: 

D Dissolved  (reverted  to  rural  township) 

A Annexed,  usually  by  a large,  major  urban 
neighbour 

M Merged,  as  with  two  roughly  equal  units 
combining  into  one 

R Restructured/dissolved  with  changes  to 
regional  government. 

Table  1 includes  all  urban  municipalities 
incorporated  to  1970  and  serves  as  an  index  in 
using  other  tables  in  this  book.  Table  IE  lists 
also  earlier  names  of  some  of  these  places,  as 
well  as  new  urban  units  created  with  regional 
government  after  1970,  which  are  not  used  in  the 
major  tables  of  this  book. 


Table  IE 


INDEX  TO  EARLIER  NAMES  OF  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES  AND  TO 
NEW  UNITS  OF  1970s 

*Ancaster  Town  (1974)  from  former  Police  Village 
Berlin  renamed  KITCHENER,  1916 
Bytown  renamed  OTTAWA,  1855 

*Caledon  Town  (1974)  absorbed  BOLTON  and  CALEDON  EAST 
*Cambridge  City  (1973)  absorbed  GALT,  PRESTON  and  HESPELER 
Clifton  renamed  NIAGARA  FALLS,  1881 
*East  Gwillirabury  Town  (1977)  from  former  township 
Eastview  renamed  VANIER,  1969 
Essex  Centre  renamed  EAST,  1980 
Ford  City  renamed  EAST  WINDSOR,  1929 
*Gloucester  City  (1979)  from  former  township 
*Haldiraand  Town  (1974)  absorbed  CALEDONIA,  CAYUGA  and 
HAGERSVILLE 

*Halton  Hills  Town  (1974)  absorbed  ACTON  and  GEORGETOWN 
*Kanata  City  (1979)  from  former  townships 
*Lincoln  Town  (1970)  absorbed  BEAMSVILLE 
Millpoint  renamed  DESERONTO,  1881 

*Nanticoke  City  (1974)  absorbed  JARVIS,  PORT  DOVER, 
WATERFORD. 

*Nepean  City  (1979)  from  former  township. 
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*Niagara  renamed  NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE , 1970 
*Nickel  Centre  Town  (1973)  absorbed  CONISTON 
*0naping  Falls  Town  (1973)  absorbed  LEVACK 
*Pelham  Town  (1970)  absorbed  FONTHILL 
Petersville  renamed  LONDON  WEST,  1881 
*Pickering  Town  (1974)  from  former  township 
Rat  Portage  renamed  KENORA,  1905 

*Rayside-Balf our  Town  (1973)  from  former  townships,  including 
former  CHELMSFORD 

*Thunder  Bay  City  (1970)  by  merging  FORT  WILLIAM  and 
PORT  ARTHUR 

Tilbury  Centre  renamed  TILBURY,  1897 
*Valley  East  Town  (1973)  from  former  township 
*Vaughan  Town  (1971)  absorbed  WOODBRIDGE 
*Walden  Town  (1973)  absorbed  LIVELY 

West  Toronto  Junction  renamed  TORONTO  JUNCTION,  1891 
*Whitchurch-Stouf f ville  Town  (1971)  absorbed  STOUFFVILLE. 


Notes:  Names  in  capital  letters  are  of  municipalities 
listed  in  major  tables  of  this  book. 

* indicates  new  units  created  by  regional 
government . 
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INCORPORATION  H 


YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 


URBAN 

PLACE 


ACTON 

AILSA  CRAIG 
AJAX 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALFRED 

ALLANDALE 

ALL  I ST  ON 

ALMONTE 

ALVINSTON 

AMHERSTBURG 

ARKONA 

ARNPRIOR 

ARTHUR 

ASHBURNHAM 

ATHENS 

AURORA 

AYLMER 

AYR 

BALA 

BANCROFT 
BARRIE 
BARRY'S  BAY 
BATH 

BAYFIELD 
BEACHBURG 
BEACHVI LLE 
BEAMSVI LLE 
BEAVERTON 
BEETON 
BELLE  RIVER 
BELLEVILLE 
BELMONT 
BLENHEIM 
BLIND  RIVER 
BLOOMF I ELD 
BLYTH 

BOBCAYGEON 
BOLTON 
BONFI ELD 


VILLAGE 

TOWN 

1873 

1950 

1874 

1955 

1883 

1903 

1952 

. 

1892 

1874 

1891 

1871 

1880 

1880 

. 

1851 

1878 

1876 

1862 

1893 

1871 

. 

1859 

1888 

1862 

1888 

1871 

1887 

1884 

1914 

1905 

1854 

1870 

1932 

1859 

1875 

1959 

1962 

1878 

1963 

1885 

1884 

1874 

1969 

. 

1834 

1961 

1874 

1885 

. 

1906 

1906 

1877 

. 

1877 

1872 

. 

1906 

. 

CITY 


959 


877 


TABLE  1 

OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 
COUNTY/  - - 


DISTRICT  TYPE 

OF  CHANGE 

YEAR 

PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 

HALTON 

R 

1974 

HALTON  HILLS 

MIDDLESEX 
ONTAR 1 0 
GLENGARRY 
PRESCOTT 
S 1 MCOE 

A 

1897 

BARRIE 

SIMCOE 

LANARK 

LAMBTON 

ESSEX 

LAMBTON 

RENFREW 

WELL  1 NGTON 

PETERBOROUGH 

A 

1904 

PETERBOROUGH 

LEEDS 

YORK  REMAINDER 

ELGIN 

WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

N.  DUMFRIES  TWP 

MUSKOKA 

R 

1971 

MUSKOKA  LAKES  TWP 

HASTINGS 

SIMCOE 

RENFREW 

LENNOX 

HURON 

D 

1927 

RECREATED  1965 

RENFREW 

OXFORD 

R 

1975 

SW  OXFORD  TWP 

LINCOLN 

R 

1970 

LINCOLN 

ONTARIO 

R 

1974 

BROCK  TWP 

SIMCOE 

ESSEX 

HASTINGS 

ELGIN 

KENT 

ALGOMA 

PRINCE  EDWARD 
HURON 
VICTORIA 
PEEL 

R 

1974 

CALEDON 

Nl PISSING 

R 

1975 

BONFI ELD  TWP 

INCORPORATION  HISTORY 


YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 

URBAN  

place  VILLAGE  TOWN  CITY 


BOTHWELL 

1866 

BOWMANV 1 LLE 

1853 

1858 

BRACEBR 1 DGE 

1874 

1889 

BRADFORD 

1858 

1960 

BRAES  IDE 

1921 

. 

BRAMPTON 

1853 

1873 

BRANTFORD 

1847 

BRIDGEBURG 

1895 

1915 

BRIDGEPORT 

1951 

. 

BRIGHTON 

1859 

BROCKTON 

1881 

BROCKVI LLE 

. 

1832 

BRONTE 

1951 

BRUCE  MINES 

1903 

BRUSSELS 

1872 

BURK'S  FALLS 

1890 

BURLINGTON 

1873 

1914 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

1907 

CACHE  BAY 

1903 

CALEDON  EAST 

1957 

. 

CALEDONIA 

1853 

1958 

CAMPBELLFORD 

1875 

1906 

CANN 1 NGTON 

1877 

CAPREOL 

1918 

CARDINAL 

1879 

. 

CARLETON  PLACE 

1870 

1890 

CASSELMAN 

1891 

CAYUGA 

1860 

. 

CHALK  RIVER 

1954 

CHARLTON 

. 

1914 

CHATHAM 

1851 

1855 

CHATSWORTH 

1904 

CHELMSFORD 

1910 

CHESLEY 

1879 

1906 

CHESTERVI LLE 

1889 

. 

CH 1 PPAWA 

1850 

CLIFFORD 

1883 

. 

CLINTON 

1858 

1875 

1974 

1877 


1962 


1974 


899 
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OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 

CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

COUNTY/  

DISTRICT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


KENT 

DURHAM 

R 

1974 

NEWCASTLE 

MUSKOKA 

SIMCOE 

RENFREW 

PEEL 

BRANT 

WELLAND 

M 

1932 

FORT  ERIE 

WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

KITCHENER 

NORTHUMBERLAND 
YORK  METRO 

A 

1884 

TORONTO 

LEEDS 

HALTON 

A 

1958 

OAKVILLE 

ALGOMA 

HURON 

PARRY  SOUND 

HALTON 

WENTWORTH 

A 

1957 

HAM  1 LTON 

Nl PISSING 
PEEL 

R 

1974 

CALEDON 

HALDIMAND 

R 

1974 

HALDIMAND 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

ONTARIO 

R 

1974 

BROCK  TWP 

SUDBURY 
GRENVILLE 
LANARK 
RUSSELL 
HALO  1 MAND 

R 

1974 

HALDIMAND 

RENFREW 

TIMISKAMING 

KENT 

GREY 

SUDBURY 

D 

1969 

BALFOUR  TWP 

BRUCE 

DUNDAS 

WELLAND 

R 

1970 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

WELLINGTON 

HURON 

• 
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URBAN 

PLACE 


COBALT 

COBDEN 

COBOURG 

COCHRANE 

COLBORNE 

COLDWATER 

COLLI NGWOOD 

CONISTON 

COOKSTOWN 

COPPER  CLI FF 

CORNWALL 

COURTRIGHT 

CREEMORE 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

DEEP  RIVER 

DELHI 

DELORO 

DESERONTO 

DRAYTON 

DRESDEN 

DRYDEN 

DUNDALK 

DUNDAS 

DUNNVI LLE 

DURHAM 

DUTTON 

EAST  TORONTO 
EAST  WINDSOR 
EAST  YORK 
EGANVI LLE 
ELLIOT  LAKE 
ELMIRA 
ELMVALE 
ELORA 
EMBRO 
ENGLEHART 
ERIE  BEACH 
ERI EAU 


INCORPORATION  H 


:ar  of 

1 NCORPORAT 

ON  AS: 

VILLAGE  TOWN 

CITY 

1906 

1900 

1837 

1910 

1 859 
1908 

1858 

1934 

1962 

1901 

1834 

1944 

1907 

1889 

1921 

1959 

1893 

1955 

1919 

1872 

1889 

1873 

1871 

1882 

1910 

1887 

1847 

I860 

1900 

1872 

1890 

1888 

1903 

1912 

1915 

1967 

1929 

1890 

1976 

1887 

1949 

1858 

1922 

1858 

1908 

1916 

1917 

• 

OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

COUNTY/  

DISTRICT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


TIMISKAMING 

RENFREW 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

COCHRANE 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

SIMCOE 

SIMCOE 

SUDBURY 

R 

1973 

NICKEL  CENTRE 

SIMCOE 

SUDBURY 

R 

1973 

SUDBURY 

STORMONT 

LAMBTON 

D 

1975 

MOORE  TWP 

SIMCOE 

WELLAND 

R 

1970 

FORT  ERIE 

RENFREW 

NORFOLK 

R 

1974 

DELHI  TWP 

HAST  1 NGS 

HAST  1 NGS 

WELLINGTON 

KENT 

KENORA 

GREY 

WENTWORTH 

HALDIMAND 

GREY 

ELGIN 

YORK  METRO 

A 

1908 

TORONTO 

ESSEX 

A 

1935 

WINDSOR 

YORK  METRO 
RENFREW 
ALGOMA 
WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

WOOLWICH  TWP 

SIMCOE 

WELLINGTON 

OXFORD 

R 

1975 

ZORRA  TWP 

TIMISKAMING 

KENT 

KENT 

INCORPORATION  HISTORY 


URBAN 

PLACE 

YEAR  OF  INCORPORAT 

ON  AS: 

VILLAGE 

TOWN 

CITY 

ERIN 

1880 

1958 

ESPANOLA 

ESSEX 

1884 

1890 

ETOBICOKE 

196/ 

EXETER 

1873 

1951 

FENELON  FALLS 

1875 

1953 

FERGUS 

1858 

FINCH 

1906 

FLESHERTON 

1912 

• 

FONTH 1 LL 

1922 

1889 

FOREST 

1872 

FOREST  HILL 

1923 

. 

FORT  ERIE 

1857 

1903 

FORT  FRANCES 

. 

1907 

FORT  WILLIAM 

1921 

1892 

FRANKFORD 

1913 

FROOD  MINES 

. 

1915 

GALT 

1850 

1857 

GANANOQUE 

1862 

1890 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

1866 

1921 

GEORGETOWN 

1865 

GERALDTON 

1937 

GLENCOE 

1874 

1850 

GODERICH 

• 

GORE  BAY 

1951 

1890 

GRAND  BEND 

• 

GRAND  VALLEY 

1898 

1889 

GRAVENHURST 

1874 

GRIMSBY 

1876 

1921 

1879 

GUELPH 

1851 

1855 

HAGERSV 1 LLE 

1887 

1904 

HAI LEYBURY 

1846 

HAMILTON 

. 

1833 

HANOVER 

1899 

1904 

HARR  1 STON 

1872 

1878 

HARROW 

1930 

HASTINGS 

1874 

• 

HAVELOCK 

1893 

• 
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OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 

CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

D^STFUCT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


WELLINGTON 

SUDBURY 

ESSEX 

YORK  METRO 

HURON 

VICTORIA 

WELL  1 NGTON 

STORMONT 

GREY 

WELLAND 

LAMBTON 

R 

1970 

PELHAM 

YORK  METRO 
WELLAND 
RAINY  RIVER 

A 

1967 

TORONTO 

THUNDER  BAY 
HAST  1 NGS 

M 

1970 

THUNDER  BAY  CITY 

SUDBURY 

A 

I960 

SUDBURY 

WATERLOO 

LEEDS 

R 

1973 

CAMBRIDGE 

FRONTENAC 

D 

1920 

WOLFE  ISLAND 

HALTON 
THUNDER  BAY 
MIDDLESEX 
HURON 

MAN  1 TOULI N 

LAMBTON 

DUFFERIN 

MUSKOKA 

LINCOLN 

WELLINGTON 

R 

1974 

HALTON  HILLS 

HALDIMAND 

TIMISKAMING 

WENTWORTH 

GREY 

WELLINGTON 

ESSEX 

NORTHUMBERLAND 

PETERBOROUGH 

R 

1974 

HALDIMAND 
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INCORPORATION  HI 


YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 


URBAN 

PLACE 

VILLAGE 

TOWN 

C 1 TY 

HAWKESBURY 

1859 

1896 

HEARST 

1922 

HENSALL 

1897 

HEPWORTH 

1907 

HESPELER 

1859 

1901 

HIGHGATE 

1917 

HILTON  BEACH 

1923 

HINTONBERG 

1894 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

1861 

HUMBERSTONE 

1912 

HUNTSVILLE 

1886 

1901 

1 NGERSOLL 

1852 

1861 

IRON  BRIDGE 

1960 

IROQUOIS 

1857 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1915 

JARVIS 

1909 

. 

KAPUSKASING 

. 

1921 

KEARNEY 

1907 

KEEWAT 1 N 

1908 

KEMPTVI LLE 

1857 

1963 

KENORA 

1882 

1892 

KILLALOE  STATION 

1911 

KINCARDINE 

1858 

i 875 

KINGSTON 

1838 

1846 

KINGSVILLE 

1877 

1901 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

1972 

KITCHENER 

1854 

1870 

1912 

L'ORIGNAL 

1876 

LA  SALLE 

1924 

LAKEF 1 ELD 

1874 

LANARK 

1862 

LANCASTER 

1887 

LARDER  LAKE 

1938 

LATCHFORD 

1907 

LEAMINGTON 

1875 

1890 

LEASI DE 

1913 

LEVACK 

. 

1938 

LINDSAY 

. 

1857 

OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

COUNTY/  

DISTRICT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


PRESCOTT 

COCHRANE 

HURON 

BRUCE 

WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

CAMBRIDGE 

KENT 

ALCOMA 

CARLETON 

A 

1907 

OTTAWA 

YORK  REMAINDER 

D 

1933 

GWILLIMBURY  E TWP 

WELLAND 

A 

1952 

PORT  COLBORNE 

MUSKOKA 

OXFORD 

ALGOMA 

DUNDAS 

COCHRANE 

HALDIMAND 

R 

1974 

NANTICOKE 

COCHRANE 

PARRY  SOUND 

KENORA 

GRENVI LLE 

KENORA 

RENFREW 

BRUCE 

FRONTENAC 

ESSEX 

TIMISKAMING 

WATERLOO 

PRESCOTT 

ESSEX 

A 

1959 

WINDSOR 

PETERBOROUGH 

LANARK 

GLENGARRY 

TIMISKAMING 

D 

1945 

LARDER  LAKE  TWP 

T 1 M 1 SKAM 1 NG 
ESSEX 

YORK  METRO 

A 

1967 

E YORK 

SUDBURY 

R 

1973 

ONAPING  FALLS 

VICTORIA 

. 

25 


URBAN 

PLACE 


LION'S  HEAD 
LI STOWEL 
LITTLE  CURRENT 
LIVELY 
LONDON 
LONDON  EAST 
LONDON  WEST 
LONG  BRANCH 
LUCAN 
LUCKNOW 
MADOC 

MAGNETAWAN 

MARKDALE 

MARKHAM 

MARMORA 

MASSEY 

MATHESON 

MATTAWA 

MAXVI LLE 

MEAFORD 

MERRICKVI LLE 

MERR I TTON 

MIDLAND 

Ml LDMAY 

Ml LLBROOK 

Ml LT  ON 

MILVERTON 

Ml  Ml  CO 

MISSISSAUGA 

MITCHELL 

MORR I SBURG 

MOUNT  FOREST 

NAPANEE 

NESTERVI LLE 

NEUSTADT 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

NEW  HAMBURG 

NEW  LISKEARD 


YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS 


INCORPORATION  HISTORY  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 

CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 


UUUIN  1 Y/ 

VILLAGE 

TOWN  CITY 

DISTRICT  TYPE 

OF  CHANGE 

YEAR 

PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 

1917 

BRUCE 

1866 

1875 

PERTH 

1890 

MAN  1 TOULI N 

1953 

SUDBURY 

R 

1973 

WALDEN 

1840  1855 

MIDDLESEX 

1876 

1881 

MIDDLESEX 

A 

1885 

LONDON 

1877 

MIDDLESEX 

A 

1897 

LONDON 

1930 

YORK  METRO 

A 

1967 

ETOBICOKE 

1871 

MIDDLESEX 

1873 

BRUCE 

1877 

HAST  1 NGS 

1918 

PARRY  SOUND 

1888 

GREY 

1873 

1969 

YORK  REMAINDER 

1901 

HAST  1 NGS 

1904 

SUDBURY 

1912 

COCHRANE 

D 

1968 

BLACK  R-MATHESON 

1892 

Nl PISSING 

1891 

GLENGARRY 

1874 

GREY 

1860 

GRENVILLE 

1874 

1918 

LINCOLN 

A 

1961 

ST  CATHARINES 

1879 

1890 

SIMCOE 

1918 

BRUCE 

1879 

. 

DURHAM 

1857 

HALTON 

1881 

PERTH 

191  1 

1917 

YORK  METRO 

A 

1967 

ETOBICOKE 

1968  1974 

PEEL 

1857 

1874 

PERTH 

1860 

DUNDAS 

1865 

1879 

WELLINGTON 

1855 

1864 

LENNOX 

1923 

ALGOMA 

D 

1965 

THESSALON  TWP 

1907 

GREY 

1866 

CARLETON 

A 

1886 

OTTAWA 

1858 

1966 

WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

WILMOT  TWP 

# 

1903 

TIMISKAMING 
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INCORPORATION  H I ST( 

YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 

URBAN  

place  VILLAGE  TOWN  CITY 


NEW  TORONTO 

191 1 

1917 

. 

NEWBORO 

1876 

NEWBURGH 

1899 

. 

NEWBURY 

1872 

NEWCASTLE 

1857 

1974 

NEWMARKET 

1858 

1880 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

. 

1856 

1903 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

1880 

N 1 AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

1845 

NORTH  BAY 

1882 

1890 

1925 

NORTH  TORONTO 

1889 

1890 

NORTH  YORK 

1967 

1979 

NORWICH 

1876 

NORWOOD 

1877 

. 

OAKVILLE 

1857 

OIL  SPRINGS 

1864 

OJ 1 BWAY 

1913 

OMEMEE 

1873 

. 

ORANGEVILLE 

1863 

1873 

ORILLIA 

1866 

1874 

1969 

OSHAWA 

1850 

1879 

1924 

OTTAWA 

1847 

1855 

OTTAWA  EAST 

1890 

. 

OWEN  SOUND 

1857 

1920 

PAISLEY 

1873 

PALMERSTON 

1875 

PAR  1 S 

1850 

1856 

PARKDALE 

1879 

1886 

PARKH 1 LL 

1871 

1886 

PARRY  SOUND 

. 

1887 

PEMBROKE 

1858 

1877 

1971 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1876 

1882 

PERTH 

1851 

1853 

PETAWAWA 

1961 

PETERBOROUGH 

. 

1850 

1905 

PETROL  1 A 

1867 

1874 

PICKERING 

1953 

PICTON 

1837 

• 

OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

COUNTY/  

DISTRICT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


YORK  METRO 

A 

1967 

ETOBICOKE 

LEEDS 

LENNOX 

MIDDLESEX 

DURHAM 

YORK  REMAINDER 

WELLAND 

WELLAND 

A 

1903 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

LINCOLN 
N 1 P 1 SS 1 NC 
YORK  METRO 
YORK  METRO 

A 

1912 

TORONTO 

OXFORD 

R 

1975 

NORWICH  TWP 

PETERBOROUGH 

HALTON 

LAMBTON 

ESSEX 

VICTORIA 

A 

1966 

WINDSOR 

DUFFERIN 

SIMCOE 

ONTARIO 

CARLETON 

CARLETON 

A 

1907 

OTTAWA 

GREY 

BRUCE 

WELLINGTON 

BRANT 

YORK  METRO 

A 

1889 

TORONTO 

MIDDLESEX 

PARRY  SOUND 

RENFREW 

SIMCOE 

LANARK 

RENFREW 

PETERBOROUGH 

LAMBTON 

ONTAR 1 0 

PRINCE  EDWARD 

R 

1974 

AJAX 

INCORPORATION  HISTORY 


YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 


URBAN 

PLACE 

VILLAGE 

TOWN 

Cl  TY 

PLANTAGENET 

1963 

POINT  EDWARD 

1879 

. 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1884 

1907 

PORT  BURWELL 

1949 

PORT  CARLING 

1896 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1869 

1917 

1966 

PORT  CREDIT 

1914 

1961 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

1862 

1948 

PORT  DOVER 

1879 

1954 

PORT  ELGIN 

1874 

1949 

PORT  HOPE 

. 

1834 

PORT  MCNICOLL 

1917 

PORT  PERRY 

1872 

PORT  ROWAN 

1890 

PORT  STANLEY 

1875 

PORT  SYDNEY 

1934 

PORTSMOUTH 

1859 

POWASSAN 

1904 

PRESCOTT 

1834 

PRESTON 

1852 

1900 

RAINY  RIVER 

. 

1904 

RENFREW 

1858 

1895 

RICHMOND 

1850 

RICHMOND  HILL 

1872 

1957 

RIDGETOWN 

1876 

1881 

RIPLEY 

1925 

RIVERSIDE 

1921 

ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 

1925 

. 

ROCKLAND 

1887 

1908 

RODNEY 

1908 

. 

ROSSEAU 

1896 

SANDWICH 

. 

1858 

SARNIA 

1852 

1857 

1914 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

. 

1887 

1912 

SCARBOROUGH 

. 

1967 

SEAFORTH 

1867 

1874 

. 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

191  1 

. 

SHELBURNE 

1879 

1976 

27 


OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 

CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

COUNTY/  

DISTRICT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


PRESCOTT 
LAMBTON 
THUNDER  BAY 

M 

1970 

THUNDER  BAY  C 

ELGIN 

MUSKOKA 

R 

1971 

MUSKOKA  LAKES 

WELLAND 

PEEL 

R 

1974 

MISSISSAUGA 

LINCOLN 

A 

1961 

ST  CATHARINES 

NORFOLK 

R 

1974 

NANT ICOKE 

BRUCE 
DURHAM 
SIMCOE 
ONTAR 1 0 

R 

1974 

SCUGOG  TWP 

NORFOLK 

R 

1974 

NORFOLK  TWP 

ELGIN 

MUSKOKA 

R 

1971 

HUNT  SV 1 LLE 

FRONTENAC 

A 

1951 

KINGSTON 

PARRY  SOUND 

GRENVILLE 

WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

CAMBRIDGE 

RAINY  RIVER 

RENFREW 

CARLETON 

R 

1974 

GOULBOURN  TWP 

YORK  REMAINDER 

KENT 

BRUCE 

ESSEX 

A 

1966 

WINDSOR 

CARLETON 
RUSSELL 
ELG  1 N 

PARRY  SOUND 
ESSEX 

A 

1935 

WINDSOR 

LAMBTON 
ALGOMA 
YORK  METRO 
HURON 
GREY 

DUFFERIN 
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URBAN 

PLACE 


SIMCOE 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

SMITHS  FALLS 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

SOUTH  RIVER 

SOUTHAMPTON 

SPRINGFIELD 

ST  CATHARINES 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

ST  ISIDORE 

ST  MARYS 

ST  THOMAS 

STAYNER 

STEELTON 

ST  I RLI NG 

STITTSVI LLE 

STONEY  CREEK 

STOUFFVI LLE 

STRATFORD 

STRATHROY 

STREETSVI LLE 

STURGEON  FALLS 

STURGEON  POINT 

SUDBURY 

SUNDR I DGE 

SUTTON 

SWANSEA 

TARA 

TAVISTOCK 

TECUMSEH 

TEESWATER 

THAMESVI LLE 

THEDFORD 

THESSALON 

THORNBURY 

THORNLOE 

THOROLD 

T I LBURY 


INCORPORATION  HISTC 
YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 


VILLAGE  TOWN  CITY 


1851 

1854 

1903 

1858 
1878 

1874 

1965 

1855 

1852 
1872 

1859 
1961 
1930 
1876 
1854 

1860 
1858 

1899 

1889 

1890 
1925 
1881 
1909 

1875 

1873 

1878 

1887 

1850 

1887 


1878 

1912 

1883 

1929 

1904 

1845 


1863 

1861 

1888 

1904 


1 966 

1859 

1871 

1962 

1895 

1892 


1921 


1892 

1916 

1875 

1910 


1876 

1881 

1885 

1930 

1975 


OF  ONTARIO 

COUNTY/ 

DISTRICT 


URBAN  MUNICI PAL  I T I ES 

CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 
TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


NORFOLK 

KENORA 

LANARK 

COCHRANE 

PARRY  SOUND 

BRUCE 

ELGIN 

LINCOLN 

ESSEX 

PRESCOTT 

PERTH 

ELGIN 

SIMCOE 


ALGOMA  A 

HAST  I NGS 

CARLETON  R 

WENTWORTH 

YORK  REMAINDER  R 

PERTH 

M I DDLESEX 

PEEL  R 

N I P I SS I NG 

VICTORIA 

SUDBURY 

PARRY  SOUND 

YORK  REMAINDER  R 

YORK  METRO  A 

BRUCE 

OXFORD  R 


ESSEX 

BRUCE 

KENT 

LAMBTON 

ALGOMA 

GREY 

TIMISKAMING 

WELLAND 

KENT 


918  SAULT  STE  MARIE 
974  GOULBOURN  TWP 
971  WHITCHURCH-STOUFF 

974  MISSISSAUGA 

1971  GEORGINA  TWP 
1967  TORONTO 

1975  E-ZORRA-TAV I STOCK 


INCORPORATION  HISTORY 


URBAN 

PLACE 

YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS: 

VILLAGE 

TOWN 

CITY 

T 1 LLSONBURG 

1872 

TIMMINS 

1912 

1973 

TIVERTON 

1878 

1834 

TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

1887 

1889 

1908 

TOTTENHAM 

1885 

TRENTON 

1853 

1880 

TROUT  CREEK 

1913 

TWEED 

1891 

1886 

UXBRIDGE 

1872 

1963 

VAN  1 ER 

1908 

1913 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

1897 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

191  1 

VIENNA 

1853 

1871 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVI LLE 

. 

1890 

WALLACEBURG 

1874 

1896 

WARDSVI LLE 

1868 

1974 

WASAGA  BEACH 

1949 

WATERDOWN 

1879 

I960 

WATERFORD 

1878 

1948 

WATERLOO 

1857  — 

1876  ~ 

WATFORD 

1873 

1906 

WEBBWOOD 

. 

1917 

WELLAND 

1858 

1878 

WELLESLEY 

1962 

WELLINGTON 

1862 

WEST  LORNE 

1908 

1914 

WESTON 

1881 

WESTPORT 

1904 

WHEATLEY 

1914 

WHITBY 

. 

1855 

Wl ARTON 

1880 

1894 

WINCHESTER 

1887 

. 

WINDERMERE 

1924 

WINDSOR 

1854 

1858 

1892 

Wl NGHAM 

1873 

1879 

. 

WOODBRIDGE 

1882 

. 
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OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 

CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 

COUNTY/  

DISTRICT  TYPE  OF  CHANGE  YEAR  PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 


OXFORD 

COCHRANE 

BRUCE 

YORK  METRO 
YORK  METRO 

A 

1909 

TORONTO 

SIMCOE 
HAST  1 NGS 
PARRY  SOUND 
HAST  1 NGS 
ONTAR 1 0 

R 

1974 

UXBRIDGE  TWP 

CARLETON 

PRESCOTT 

SIMCOE 

ELGIN 

BRUCE 

ESSEX 

A 

1935 

WINDSOR 

KENT 

MIDDLESEX 

SIMCOE 

WENTWORTH 

R 

1974 

FLAMBOROUGH  TWP 

NORFOLK 

R 

1974 

NANT ICOKE 

WATERLOO 

LAMBTON 

SUDBURY 

WELLAND 

WATERLOO 

R 

1973 

WLLMOT  TWP 

PRINCE  EDWARD 
ELGIN 

YORK  METRO 

A 

1967 

YORK 

LEEDS 

KENT 

ONTAR 1 0 

BRUCE 

DUNDAS 

MUSKOKA 

R 

1971 

MUSKOKA  LAKES  TWP 

ESSEX 

HURON 

YORK  REMAINDER 

R 

1971 

VAUGHAN 
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INCORPORATION  HISTORY  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN 

PLACE 


WOODSTOCK 
WOODVI LLE 
WROXETER 
WYOM I NG 
YORK 

YORKVI LLE 
ZURICH 


YEAR  OF  INCORPORATION  AS:  CHANGE  IN  INCORPORATED  STATUS 


VI LLAGE 

TOWN 

CITY 

COUNTY/ 

DISTRICT 

TYPE  OF  CHANGE 

YEAR 

PLACE  TO  WHICH  ANNEXED 

1851 

1884 

1874 

1857 

1901 

OXFORD 

VICTORIA 

HURON 

D 

1929 

HOWICK  TWP 

1873 

1853 

1967 

LAMBTON 
YORK  METRO 
YORK  METRO 

A 

1883 

TORONTO 

1960 

HURON 

2 LOCAL 
NEWSPAPERS 


CxAAxj 

b/vki 
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2.  LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 

Weekly  newspaper  editors  are  'one-man  town- 
planning  commissions,  road  inspectors, 
recorders,  messengers  of  national  needs,  crop 
reporters,  counsellors  of  town  councils, 
industrial  development  boards  and  unpaid 
watchdogs  all  in  one.' 

J.G.  Johnston  The  Weeklies:  biggest 

circulation  in  town  (1972),  p.  8,  quoting 
from  the  Winnipeg  Tribune. 


Most  Ontario  communities  have  had  at  least 
one  local  newspaper,  usually  a weekly. 
Newspapers  have  had  a powerful  role  in  community 
development,  both  leading  and  reflecting  public 
opinion  and  fostering  local  pride  and  loyalties. 
Susanna  Moodie  declared  in  1853  that  'the  Canadian 
cannot  get  along  without  his  newspaper  any  more 
than  an  American  could  without  his  tobacco,' 
though  she  also  described  a Canadian  newspaper  as 
'a  strange  melange  of  politics,  religion,  abuse 
and  general  information.'2  Pioneer  weeklies  would 
boost  the  community's  sense  of  identity  and 
prospects  for  growth,  urging  first  incorporation 
or  promoting  innovations  such  as  a railway,  new 
industrial  enterprises,  gas  or  electricity 
companies.  As  an  urban  centre  grew,  the  newspaper 
would  advocate  various  improvements  in  urban 
services  to  enhance  its  image  as  a 'progressive 
place.  Newspaper  editors  often  served  on  the 
municipal  council  and  certainly  reported  its 
deliberations  in  detail,  with  plenty  of  editorial 
comment . 


The  first  papers  were  official  government 
gazettes  in  Newark  (Niagara)  and  York  (Toronto), 
but  unofficial  weeklies  were  established  from  the 
1820s.  By  1840,  there  were  weeklies  in  Dundas, 


Brockville,  Perth,  St.  Catharines,  Picton, 
Sandwich,  Cobourg,  Hamilton,  London,  Port  Hope, 
Prescott,  St.  Thomas,  Brantford,  Cornwall, 
Belleville,  Berlin,  Waterloo,  Kingston,  Oakville 
and  Bytown  (Ottawa).  Another  13  centres  had  their 
first  weeklies  by  1850.  Many  of  the  early  papers 
were  small  and  ephemeral.  Newark  (Niagara)  had 
seen  14  different  weeklies  by  1850,  including  the 
Canada  Constellation  (1799-1800),  the  Canadian 
Argus  and  Niagara  Spectator  (1819-20),  the  Upper 
Canadian  Guardian  or  Freeman's  Journal  (1807-12) 
and  the  Spirit  of  the  Times  (1830-1).  By  1867, 
82  different  papers  had  be^n  started  in  Toronto 
(or  York  as  it  was  to  1834). 

From  about  1850,  newspapers  tended  to  become 
aligned  with  one  political  party  or  coalition,  so 
that  even  quite  small  communities  might  have  two 
or  more  rival  papers,  and  middle-sized  and  larger 
centres  certainly  did.  In  Belleville,  for 
example,  there  were  the  Hastings  Chronicle  (1841- 
73)  which  supported  Reform,  as  well  as  the 
Conservative  Belleville  Intelligencer  (1834—). 
Though  the  grandiose  names  of  the  newspapers  may 
suggest  olympian  detachment,  most  Ontario  weeklies 
were  in  fact  fiercely  partisan. 

Weeklies  were  established  in  large  numbers 
between  1850  and  1900,  46  communities  gaining 

their  first  paper  in  the  1850s,  39  in  the  1860s, 
56  in  the  1870s,  40  in  the  1880s,  and  32  in  the 
1890s  (Table  2A).  More  commonly,  in  two  of  every 
three  communities,  a weekly  newspaper  was 
established  before  the  place  was  incorporated  as  a 
town  or  village.  After  1900,  new  weeklies  were 
established  but  in  smaller  numbers,  while  some 
urban  centres  lost  their  newspaper  through 
competition  from  larger  places.  While  291  urban 
centres  had  seen  at  least  one  local  weekly 


newspaper  by  1950,  51  places  had  lost  t he^i r only 
weekly  and  another  20  would  do  so  by  1976. 

Table  2A 

Ontario  urban  centres  by  date  of  first 
weekly  newspaper 


1790-99 

2 

1800-09 

- 

1810-19 

1 

1820-29 

4 

1830-39 

15 

1840-49 

13 

1850-59 

46 

1860-69 

39 

1870-79 

56 

1880-89 

40 

1890-99 

32 

1900-09 

17 

1910-19 

9 

1920-29 

5 

1930-39 

7 

1940-49 

5 

1950-59 

3 

1960-69 

10 

1970-79 

5 

Total 

309 

Some  centres  lost  their  second  weekly  as  a 
result  of  mergers  and  takeovers,  which  were 
especially  common  between  1910  and  1930.  The 
portmanteau  names  of  some  surviving  weeklies 
reflect  these  amalgamations  - as  in  the  Glencoe- 
A1  v ins  ton  Transcript  & Free  Press,  the  Markham 
Economist  &_  Sun,  the  Grand  Valley  Star  &_  Vidette, 
the  Collingwood  Enter prise -Bui letin,  the  Petrol ia 
Advertiser-Topic  or  the  Watford  Guide-Advocate. 
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Table  2B 

Ontario  urban  centres  by  date  of  first 
daily  newspaper 


1840-49  2 
1850-59  4 
1860-69  3 
1870-79  8 
1880-89  4 
1890-99  4 
1900-09  3 
1910-19  1 
1920-29  3 
1930-39  4 
1940-49  2 
1950-59  2 
1960-69  3 


Daily  newspapers  were  not  really  possible 
till  the  introduction  of  the  steam  press  in  the 
1840s.  The  Globe  brought  the  first  cylinder  press 
to  Upper  Canada  in  1844;  it  was  capable  of 
printing  1250  papers  per  hour  compared  with  only 
200  on  the  old  Washington  hand  press.  Existing 
weeklies  in  the  larger  centres  experimented  with 
semi-weekly  and  tri— weekly  editions  for  some  years 
to  test  market  demand,  before  becoming  true 
dailies.  Some  pioneer  dailies  were  short-lived, 
such  as  Toronto's  Daily  Telegraph  in  1849.  But  by 
the  end  of  the  1850s,  viable  dailies  had  been 
established  in  Toronto  (Globe  and  Leader), 
Kingston  (Whig  and  Daily  Standard),  London  (Free 
Press  and  Evening  Herald),  Hamilton  (Spectator  and 
Times ) , Brantford  (Expositor)  and  St.  Catharines 
(Evening  Journal).  Ottawa,  Belleville  and  Guelph 
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acquired  their  first  daily  newspapers  in  the 
1860s,  as  did  another  eight  middle-sized  urban 
centres  in  the  1870s  (Table  2B). 

Most  of  the  42  urban  centres  which  achieved  a 
daily  newspaper  had  reached  at  least  5000 
population;  those  which  were  somewhat  smaller  - 
like  Woodstock,  Berlin  (later  Kitchener),  Port 
Arthur,  Fort  William,  Niagara  Falls  and  Sudbury  - 
usually  served  nearby  smaller  centres  as  well. 
Most  places  with  a daily  newspaper  were  already 
cities  or  would  attain  city  status  later.  Between 
1860  and  1900,  it  was  more  common  for  a growing 
town  to  have  at  least  one  daily  before  elevation 
to  cityhood,  which  was  indeed  often  achieved  at 
the  urging  of  newspaper  editorials.  A few  places 
where  dailies  had  been  established  by  1900  never 
did  become  cities,  like  Port  Hope  and  Lindsay,  or 
only  much  later,  as  in  Brockville  and  Orillia.  In 
a few  places,  a daily  newspaper  was  unable  to 
maintain  continuous  publication.  Ingersoll  had  a 
daily  only  from  1879  to  1916,  Orillia  had  a short- 
lived daily  1889-91  and  then  not  again  until  1953, 
while  Kenora  (1905),  Fort  Frances  (1936)  and  Sioux 
Lookout  (1936)  no  longer  had  dailies  by  1950,  and 
Oakville’s  daily  lasted  only  from  1962  to  1974. 

In  the  larger  towns  and  cities  there  were 
usually  at  least  two  dailies.  Toronto  had  at 
least  30  different  dailies  during  the  period  from 
the  1850s  to  the  1970s,  with  usually  five 
publishing  at  any  given  time.  Even  quite  small 
cities  had  two  rival  dailies,  both  probably  with 
special  weekly  or  bi— weekly  editions.  As  with  the 
weeklies,  there  were  mergers  and  takeovers  between 
1910  and  1930.  The  Peterborough  Examiner  (1885-), 
for  example,  absorbed  the  Daily  Record  (1879—)  in 
1921;  in  St.  Thomas,  the  Journal  (1881)  and  the 
Daily  Times  (1882)  merged  to  form  the  Times- 


Journal  in  1918;  and  in  Stratford  the  Daily  Beacon 
and  Daily  Herald,  both  started  in  1887,  merged 
into  the  Beacon-Herald  in  1923. 

Table  2C 

Ontario  urban  centres  with  newspapers  being 
published  in  1976  by  date  of  first  establishment 
of  oldest  surviving  newspaper 


Pre-1850 

10 

1850-59 

13 

1860-69 

25 

1870-79 

49 

1880-89 

28 

1890-99 

35 

1900-09 

8 

1910-19 

6 

1920-29 

3 

1930-39 

7 

1940-49 

5 

1950-59 

10 

1960-69 

15 

1970-79 

10 

Total 

224 

Despite  all 

their  vicissitudes 

weekly  and  daily  newspapers  have  been  remarkably 
long-lived.  Where  they  have  escaped  destruction 
by  fire,  their  records  form  the  most  valuable 
source  materials  for  the  historical  study  of  urban 
communities.  As  Table  2C  shows,  newspapers  were 
being  published  in  224  Ontario  urban  centres  in 
1976.  In  23  of  these,  the  oldest  surviving  paper 
dated  from  before  1860,  and  in  another  137  from 
between  1860  and  1900. 


NOTES 


1 Nearly  80  percent  of  the  388  urban  places 
considered  in  this  study  had  a local  newspaper 
at  some  time.  Places  which  never  had  a 
newspaper  were  suburban  municipalities 
adjoining  large  cities,  beach  communities  or 
municipalities  which  were  very  small,  short- 
lived or  late  to  develop  and  be  incorporated. 

2 Susanna  Moodie,  Introduction  to  M ark 
Hurd  1 es  tone  ( 1853)  reprinted  with  first 
Canadian  edition  of  her  Life  in  the  Clearings 
(Toronto:  Macmillan,  1959),  pp.  292-3. 

3 National  Library  of  Canada,  Newspaper  Section, 
Serials  Division,  Union  list  of  Canadian 
newspapers  held  by  Canadian  libraries  (Ottawa, 
1977). 

4 Edith  G.  Firth,  Early  Toronto  newspapers , 
1793-1867,  (Toronto:  Baxter  Publishing  and 
Toronto  Public  Library,  1961). 

5 J.  Owen  Herity,  'Journalism  at  Belleville,' 
Ontario  Historical  Society  Papers  and  Records 
27  (1931)  pp.  400-6. 

Compiled  from  Union  list  o f Canadian 
newspapers  (1977). 
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7 For  an  analysis  of  Ontario's  'big-city 
dailies'  from  1870-1900  - the  Empire,  Globe, 
Leader , Mail/Mail  and  Empire , News , Star , 
Telegram  and  World  of  Toronto,  the  Ci t i zen , 
Free  Press  and  Journal  of  Ottawa,  the  Herald, 
Spectator  and  Times  of  Hamilton,  the 
Advertiser,  Free  Press  and  News  of  London  - 
see  Paul  Rutherford,  A Victorian  authority: 
the  daily  press  in  late  nineteenth-century 
Canada  (Toronto:  University  of  Toronto  Press, 

1982). 

SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  2 

Information  from  public  library 
questionnaires  and  local  histories  was 
systematically  verified  in  the  following  sources: 

* National  Library  of  Canada,  Newspaper  Section, 
Serials  Division,  Union  list  o f Canadian 
newspapers  held  by  Canad i an  1 ibr aries  (Ottawa, 
1977). 


* J.G.  Johnston,  The  Weeklies:  biggest  circulation 
in  town:  salute  to  the  50th  Anniversary  of  the 
Canadian  WeekTy  Newspapers  Association  (Bolton 
Enterprise,  1972). 
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TABLE  2 


LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
URBAN  PLACE 


IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 

DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 
FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


ACTON 

A I LSA  CRAIG 
AJAX 

ALEXANDRIA 
ALFRED 
ALLANDALE 
ALL  I STON 
ALMONTE 
ALV I NSTON 
AMHERSTBURG 
ARKONA 

arnprior 

ARTHUR 


1875 

1869 

1960 

1884 


1862 

1861 

1870 

1854 

1875 

1868 

1862 


ASliBURNHAM 

ATHENS 

1884 

AURORA 

1860 

AYLMER 

1858 

AYR 

1854 

BALA 

BANCROFT 

1871 

BARRIE 

1847 

BARRY'S  BAY 

1 959 

BATH 

BAYFIELD 

1964 

BEACHBURG 

• 

BEACHVI LLE 

BEAMSVI LLE 

1892 

BEAVERTON 

1 856 

BEETON 

1885 

BELLE  RIVER 

1 948 

BELLEVI LLE 

1831 

BELMONT 

• 

BLENHEIM 

1873 

BLIND  RIVER 

1908 

BLOOMF 1 ELD 

BLYTH 

1885 

BOBCAYGEON 

1 869 

BOLTON 

1871 

BONFI ELD 

958 


867 


LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 


URBAN  PLACE 


FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


BOTHWELL 

BOWMANV I LLE 

BRACEBR I DGE 

BRADFORD 

BRAES  I DE 

BRAMPTON 

BRANTFORD 

BR I DGEBURG 

BRIDGEPORT 

BR I GHTON 

BROCKTON 

BROCKVI LLE 

BRONTE 

BRUCE  MINES 

BRUSSELS 

BURK'S  FALLS 

BURLINGTON 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

CACHE  BAY 

CALEDON  EAST 

CALEDONIA 

CAMPBELLFORD 

CANN I NGTON 

CAPREOL 

CARDINAL 

CARLETON  PLACE 

CASSELMAN 

CAYUGA 

CHALK  RIVER 

CHARLTON 

CHATHAM 

CHATSWORTH 

CHELMSFORD 

CHESLEY 

CHESTERVI LLE 

CH I PPAWA 

CLI FFORD 

CLINTON 


1865 

1851 

1869 

1853 

1850 

1833 

1898 

1853 

1821 

i 955 
1873 
1885 
1898 


1855 

1873 

1870 

1901 

1850 

1866 


1841 


1876 

1894 

1851 

1879 

1857 


1965 

1855 


1873 


878 


LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 


URBAN  PLACE 


FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


COBALT 

1905 

COBDEN 

1895 

COBOURG 

1831 

COCHRANE 

1910 

COLBORNE 

1866 

COLDWATER 

1882 

COLLI NCWOOD 

1857 

CON  1 STON 

COOKSTOWN 

COPPER  CLI FF 

1892 

CORNWALL 

1833 

COURTRIGHT 

1909 

CREEMORE 

1887 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

DEEP  RIVER 

1945 

DELH  1 

1938 

DELORO 

DESERONTO 

1883 

DRAYTON 

1889 

DRESDEN 

1871 

DRYDEN 

1897 

DUNDALK 

1881 

DUNDAS 

1818 

DUNNVI LLE 

1852 

DURHAM 

1857 

DUTTON 

1881 

EAST  TORONTO 

EAST  WINDSOR 

EAST  YORK 

1918 

EGANVI LLE 

1877 

ELLIOT  LAKE 

1955 

ELMIRA 

1869 

ELMVALE 

1891 

ELORA 

1852 

EMBRO 

1860 

ENGLEHART 

1908 

ERIE  BEACH 

ER 1 EAU 

. 

1976 


1932 
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LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 

IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNIT 

ES 

DATE  OF  ESTABL 

SHMENT 

URBAN  PLACE 

FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DA 

ER  1 N 

1880 

ESPANOLA 

1962 

ESSEX 

1879 

ETOBICOKE 

1917 

EXETER 

1873 

FENELON  FALLS 

1872 

FERGUS 

1854 

F 1 NCH 

1889 

FLESHERTON 

1881 

FONTH 1 LL 

1854 

FOREST 

1874 

FOREST  HILL 

1930 

FORT  ERIE 

1895 

FORT  FRANCES 

1886 

1936 

FORT  WILLIAM 

1877 

1893 

FRANKFORD 

1940 

FROOD  MINES 

GALT 

1844 

1896 

GANANOQUE 

1860 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

GEORGETOWN 

1865 

GERALDTON 

1937 

GLENCOE 

1873 

GODERICH 

1848 

GORE  BAY 

1897 

GRAND  BEND 

1974 

GRAND  VALLEY 

1886 

GRAVENHURST 

1876 

GRIMSBY 

1885 

GUELPH 

1842 

1867 

HAGERSVI LLE 

1861 

HAI LEYBURY 

1904 

HAMI LTON 

1829 

1852 

HANOVER 

1880 

HARR  1 STON 

1896 

HARROW 

1900 

HAST  1 NGS 

1864 

HAVELOCK 

1895 
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LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
URBAN  PLACE 


IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 

DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 
FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


HAWKESBURY  1911 
HEARST  I960 
HENSALL  1893 
HEPWORTH 

HESPELER  1897 
HIGHGATE  1895 


HILTON  BEACH 
H I NTONBERG 
HOLLAND  LANDING 


HUNTSVILLE 

1875 

1 NGERSOLL 

1853 

1 879 

IRON  BRIDGE 

IROQUOIS 

1858 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1963 

JARVIS 

1877 

KAPUSKAS 1 NG 

1961 

KEARNEY 

KEEWATIN 

1888 

KEMPTVI LLE 

1855 

KENORA 

1883 

1 905 

KILLALOE  STATION 

. 

KINCARDINE 

1857 

KINGSTON 

1834 

1849 

KINGSVILLE 

1878 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

1930 

1 946 

KITCHENER 

1834 

1 878 

L'ORIGNAL 

1 863 

LA  SALLE 

. 

LAKEFIELD 

1 855 

LANARK 

1895 

LANCASTER 

1881 

LARDER  LAKE 

. 

LATCHFORD 

. 

LEAMINGTON 

1874 

LEAS  IDE 

LEVACK 

LINDSAY 

1856 

1 895 

LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


DATE  OF 
FIRST  WEEKLY 


LION'S  HEAD 

1925 

LISTOWEL 

1866 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

1879 

LIVELY 

LONDON 

1831 

LONDON  EAST 

LONDON  WEST 

LONG  BRANCH 

LUCAN 

1878 

LUCKNOW 

187  3 

MADOC 

1878 

MAGNETAWAN 

MARKDALE 

1875 

MARKHAM 

1856 

MARMORA 

1887 

MASSEY 

1905 

MATHESON 

. 

MATTAWA 

1895 

MAXV ! LLE 

1904 

MEAFORD 

1869 

MERRICKVI LLE 

1894 

MERRITTON 

MIDLAND 

1879 

M 1 LDMAY 

1893 

Ml LLBROOK 

1862 

MILTON 

1855 

MILVERTON 

1891 

M 1 M 1 CO 

1917 

MISSISSAUGA 

1968 

MITCHELL 

1860 

MORR 1 SBURG 

1859 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1860 

NAPANEE 

1850 

NESTERVI LLE 

. 

NEUSTADT 

1863 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

NEW  HAMBURG 

1852 

NEW  LISKEARD 

1902 

ESTABLISHMENT 

FIRST  DAILY 


1855 


LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 


URBAN  PLACE 

FIRST  WEEKLY 

FIRST  DA 

NEW  TORONTO 

1917 

NEWBORO 

1890 

NEWBURGH 

1852 

NEWBURY 

NEWCASTLE 

1857 

NEWMARKET 

1852 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1879 

1900 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

N 1 AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

1799 

NORTH  BAY 

1885 

1941 

NORTH  TORONTO 

1889 

NORTH  YORK 

1926 

NORWICH 

1876 

NORWOOD 

1870 

OAKV 1 LLE 

1836 

1962 

OIL  SPRINGS 

1863 

OJ 1 BWAY 

OMEMEE 

1856 

ORANGEVILLE 

1860 

OR  1 LLIA 

1867 

1926 

OSHAWA 

1854 

1925 

OTTAWA 

1836 

1864 

OTTAWA  EAST 

OWEN  SOUND 

1851 

1922 

PAISLEY 

1865 

PALMERSTON 

1872 

PARIS 

1849 

PARKDALE 

1875 

PARKH 1 LL 

1862 

PARRY  SOUND 

1873 

PEMBROKE 

1855 

1957 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1881 

PERTH 

1825 

PETAWAWA 

1971 

PETERBOROUGH 

1853 

1879 

PETROL  1 A 

1865 

PICKERING 

1881 

PICTON 

1830 
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LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
URBAN  PLACE 


IN  ONTARIO  COMMUN I T I ES 

DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 
FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


PLANTAGENET 
POINT  EDWARD 
PORT  ARTHUR 
PORT  BURWELL 
PORT  CARLING 
PORT  COLBORNE 
PORT  CREDIT 
PORT  DALHOUS I E 
PORT  DOVER 
PORT  ELGIN 
PORT  HOPE 
PORT  MCNICOLL 
PORT  PERRY 
PORT  ROWAN 
PORT  STANLEY 
PORT  SYDNEY 
PORTSMOUTH 
POWASSAN 
PRESCOTT 
PRESTON 
RAINY  RIVER 
RENFREW 
RICHMOND 
RICHMOND  HILL 
RIDGETOWN 
R I PLEY 
RIVERSIDE 
ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 
ROCKLAND 
RODNEY 
ROSSEAU 
SANDWICH 
SARNIA 

SAULT  STE  MAR  I E 
SCARBOROUGH 
SEAFORTH 
SHALLOW  LAKE 
SHELBURNE 


1885 

1884 

1875 


1891 

1927 

1850 

1868 

1831 

1864 

1893 

1936 


1831 

1844 

1902 

1870 

1972 

1858 

1873 

1892 

1948 

1976 

1884 

1830 

1843 

1875 

1925 

1860 

1875 


1882 


1878 


1893 

1912 
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LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS  IN 
URBAN  PLACE  F 


ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 

DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 
RST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


SIMCOE 

1840 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

1923 

SMITHS  FALLS 

1886 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

. 

SOUTH  RIVER 

SOUTHAMPTON 

1886 

SPRINGFIELD 

1878 

ST  CATHARINES 

1826 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

ST  ISIDORE 

ST  MARYS 

1852 

ST  THOMAS 

1831 

STAYNER 

1877 

STEELTON 

1912 

STIRLING 

1879 

STITTSVI LLE 

1961 

STONEY  CREEK 

1948 

STOUFFVI LLE 

1888 

STRATFORD 

1849 

STRATHROY 

1861 

STREETSVI LLE 

1846 

STURGEON  FALLS 

1968 

STURGEON  POINT 

SUDBURY 

1891 

SUNDR 1 DGE 

SUTTON 

1961 

SWANSEA 

. 

TARA 

1881 

TAVISTOCK 

1895 

TECUMSEH 

1931 

TEESWATER 

1874 

THAMESV 1 LLE 

1874 

THEDFORD 

1878 

THESSALON 

THORNBURY 

1872 

THORNLOE 

1902 

THOROLD 

1849 

TILBURY 

1884 

1960 

1936 

i 899 
1881 

1887 

1909 


LOCAL  NEWSPAPERS 
URBAN  PLACE 


IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 

DATE  OF  ESTABLISHMENT 
FIRST  WEEKLY  FIRST  DAILY 


T I LLSONBURG 
TIMMINS 
TIVERTON 
TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

TOTTENHAM 

TRENTON 

TROUT  CREEK 

TWEED 

UXBR I DGE 

VAN  I ER 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

VIENNA 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVI LLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WARDSVI LLE 

WASAGA  BEACH 

WATERDOWN 

WATERFORD 

WATERLOO 

WATFORD 

WEBBWOOD 

WELLAND 

WELLESLEY 

WELLINGTON 

WEST  LORNE 

WESTON 

WESTPORT 

WHEATLEY 

WHITBY 

WIARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDERMERE 

WINDSOR 

W I NGHAM 

WOODBR I DGE 

WOODSTOCK 

WOODVI LLE 

WROXETER 

WYOM I NG 

YORK 

YORKVI LLE 
ZURICH 


1863 

1912 

1874 

1798 

1889 
1865 
1854 
1907 
1887 
1869 
1976 
1858 

1853 
1860 

1890 
1871 
1882 
1935 
1918 

1874 

1839 

1875 
1907 

1854 
1900 

1899 
1888 
1890 
1893 
1895 
1850 
1879 
1888 

1855 
1871 
1873 

1840 
1877 

1900 
1869 
1889 
1887 
1900 


1935 

1849 


929 


875 

870 


3 BOARDS  OF  TRADE 
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3.  BOARDS  OF  TRADE 

There  is  no  one  organization  which  has  played 
a more  important  part  and  no  individual 
association  of  citizens  that  may  claim 
greater  credit  ...  . In  all  truth,  had  not 
the  Board  of  Trade  come  into  being  and 
functioned  with  energy  and  vision  through  fat 
years  and  lean  years  — and  more  particularly 
the  latter  - it  is  entirely  problematical 
whether  the  Telephone  City  would  have 
progressed  much  beyond  a village.  Brantford 
was  not  built  in  a day,  nor  indeed  in  many 
days,  and  the  process  of  construction  was  a 
long  and  arduous  one,  requiring  all  the 
courage  and  shrewd  optimism  of  the  early 
residents  and  their  successors  in  control  of 
the  reins  of  industry.  To  tell  the  story  of 
the  Brantford  Board  of  Trade  is  to  relate  the 
story  of  the  industrial  and  commercial 
development  of  the  city. 

Semi-Centennial  Incorporation  of  the  City  of_ 
Brantford;  j~87  7-19  27.  The  Brantford 
Expositor  Anniversary  Number  (Brantford,  1927 
p.  37" 

Boards  of  trade  (or  chambers  of  commerce,  as 
they  are  now  more  commonly  known)  were  essentially 
associations  of  community  businessmen  who  tried  by 
collective  means  to  create  a favourable 
environment  for  their  business  activities. 
Strongly  supported  by  the  publishers  of  local 
newspapers,  boards  of  trade  were  usually  able  to 
convince  municipal  councils  that  what  was  good  for 
business  was  best  for  the  community.  Boards  of 
trade  played  a key  role  promoting  growth 
strategies  and  in  campaigning  for  improved  urban 
services . ^ 


Following  the  earlier  example  of  St.  John's, 
Newfoundland  (1806),  Halifax  (1804),  Saint  John 
(1819),  Quebec  City  (1809)  and  Montreal  (1822), 
Toronto  businessmen  established  an  informal  board 
of  trade  in  about  1835. Z In  1845,  they  sought  a 
statute  of  incorporation  from  the  government  of 
the  Province  of  Canada.  The  46  charter  members 
were  created  a 'body  politic  and  corporate’  with 
all  the  powers  and  responsibilities  that  entailed, 
to  'advance  and  render  prosperous  the  lawful  trade 
and  commerce  of  this  Province  and  of  the  said  City 
of  Toronto  more  especially.'  Eligibility  for 
membership  was  defined  as  residence  in  the  city 
for  two  years  and  involvement  in  banking,  trade  or 
commerce.  The  Board  of  Trade  was  to  be  governed 
by  a Council,  consisting  of  a president,  vice 
president  and  ten  other  members,  and  boards  of 
arbitration  and  of  examiners  were  created  to 
settle  commercial  differences  and  ensure  quality 
standards  for  produce. 

During  the  next  30  years,  at  least  twelve 
Ontario  towns  and  cities  established  boards  of 
trade.  Eleven  of  these  were  incorporated  by 
special  act  by  1874  - Ottawa  (1857),  Hamilton 
(1864),  London  (1866),  Guelph  (1868),  Stratford 
(1868),  St.  Thomas  (1869),  Kingston  (1871),  St. 
Catharines  (1872),  Chatham  (1872),  Oshawa  (1878) 
and  Ingersol  1 (1874).4  Eligible  occupations  for 
board  of  trade  membership  were  widened  to  include 
cashier  of  a chartered  bank,  mechanic,  insurance 
agent,  accountant,  owner  or  master  of  any  vessel, 
master  builder  and  manufacturer.  In  several  o 
these  cities,  there  was  an  informal  board  of  trade 
for  some  years  before  it  was  properly 
incorporated.  Kingston,  for  example,  had  an 
informal  board  of  trade  as  early  as  1851, 
Stratford  in  1860  and  Brantford  in  1865. 
Peterborough  had  a board  of  trade  in  1854,  which 


was  not  formally  chartered  until  1877,  while 
Belleville's  board  was  formed  in  1865  but  not 
chartered  till  1884. 

The  growing  number  of  applications  from  even 
quite  small  urban  centres  prompted  the  federal 
parliament  to  pass  a general  act  'to  authorize  the 
incorporation  of  Boards  of  Trade  in  the  Dominion' 
in  1874.  The  act  provided  that: 

Any  number  of  persons,  not  less  than  thirty, 
being  merchants,  traders,  brokers,  mechanics, 
manufacturers,  managers  of  banks  or  insurance 
agents,  and  being  residents  of  any  village, 
town  or  city  having  a population  of  not  less 
than  two  thousand  five  hundred  may  associate 
themselves  together  as  a Board  of  Trade. 

A notarized  certificate  containing  details  of  the 
charter  members  and  officers  was  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  recorded  in  a 
register.  Such  a chartered  board  of  trade  was 
deemed  to  be  a body  corporate  with  full  powers  and 
responsibilities,  and  was  to  be  governed  by  a 
president,  vice-president  and  council  of  eight 
members . 

The  1874  act  was  amended  from  time  to  time  in 
the  next  75  years.  Chambers  of  commerce  were 
defined  to  have  exactly  the  same  powers  and 
responsibilities  as  boards  of  trade  in  1876.  The 
1874  act's  identification  of  a board  of  trade  with 
an  incorporated  urban  centre  of  at  least  middle 
size  (a  minimum  of  2,500  population)  was  modified 
to  allow  for  the  establishment  of  boards  of  trade 
in  smaller  communities  and  in  the  different 
administrative  and  judicial  units  of  western 
Canada.  From  1920,  those  eligible  for  membership 
of  a board  of  trade  were  no  longer  defined  by 
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their  occupations,  but  might  simply  be  a group  of 
at  least  30  persons 

...  directly  or  indirectly  engaged  in  trade, 
commerce  or  the  economic  or  social  welfare  of 
any  district  ...  whether  residents  of  such  a 
district  or  not  (whose  common  purpose  was) 
promoting  and  improving  trade  and  commerce 
and  the  economic,  civic  and  social  welfare  of 
the  district. 

The  1920  Board  of  Trade  Amendment  Act  also 
stipulated  that  an  annual  statement  should  be  sent 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  as  evidence  that  a 
board  of  trade  was  still  active.  Defunct  boards 
were  to  be  dissolved  by  order-in-council. 

Ontario  towns  and  cities  were  quick  to  take 
advantage  of  the  easier  procedures  for  chartering 
boards  of  trade  after  1874.  By  1890,  there  were 
chartered  boards  in  40  urban  centres,  in  addition 
to  the  12  already  incorporated  in  1874.  All 
Ontario  urban  centres  of  over  5000  population, 
except  Sarnia,  had  boards  of  trade,  as  did  23  of 
the  38  towns  in  the  population  range  2,500-4,999; 
there  were  also  12  smaller  centres  with  boards  of 
trade . 


Boards  of  trade  continued  to  be  formed  to 
1914,  in  almost  all  towns  and  cities,  and  even 
some  villages  - 24  in  the  1890s,  34  in  the  decade 
1901-1910,  and  17  between  1911  and  1914.  All  but 
five  of  these  were  formally  chartered  by  the 
federal  Secretary  of  State.  The  average 
population  size  of  communities  forming  boards  of 
trade  steadily  decreased  to  1920  - from  over  9,000 
in  the  1860s,  to  just  under  4,000  in  the  1880s, 
about  2,200  between  1890  and  1910  and  a low  of 
1731  between  1911  and  1920  (Table  3A).  By  1920, 
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I 

Table  3A 

I 

Population  size  of  Ontario  urban  centres  forming  boards  of_  trade L by  decade 


Decade 


Number 

Boards  of  Trade 
Formed 


1841-1850  1 
1851-1860  2 
1861-1870  5 
1871-1880  16 
1881-1890  30 
1891-1900  24 
1901-1910  34 
1911-1920  20 
1921-1930  8 
1931-1940  4 
1941-1950  16 
1951-1960  11 
1961-1970  4 
1971-1980  4 


Mean  Population 
at  Formation 

Largest 

Centre 

Smallest 

Centre 

11,745 

Ottawa 

Toronto 

11,905 

19,175 

Kingston 

11,585 

9 * 399 

Hamilton 

21,382 

St.  Thomas 

2,084 

4,500 

Brantford 

3,914 

Mitchell 

i , 1 88 

3,969 

Belleville 

9,636 

Shelburne 

1 ,014 

2,236 

Pembroke 

4,703 

Fort  William 

960 

2,195 

Sarnia 

8,884 

Omemee 

519 

1,731 

Hawkesbury 

4,629 

Englehart 

679 

2,396 

Midland 

7,006 

Jarvis 

502 

2,889 

Eastview 

7,838 

Marmora 

1,095 

2*111 

Fort  Erie 

7,083 

Embro 

469 

4*547 

Burlington 

26,512 

Millbrook 

750 

1,225 

3,016 

Streetsville 

5,770 

Erin 

64*,  190 

Mississauga 

250,035 

Elmvale 

1,103 

Note : 


This  table  considers  only  the  first  Board  of  Trade  or  Chamber  of  Commerce  formed  in  an  Ontario  urban 
centre.  It  includes  boards  definitely  formed  but  not  chartered  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  exc  u 
chartered  boards  formed  in  unincorporated  rural  districts  with  no  specified  urban  centre. 


boards  of  trade  had  been  formed  in  131  Ontario 
urban  centres,  in  relation  to  the  145  towns  and 
cities  with  1000  or  more  population. 


However,  in  the  rapid  proliferation  of  boards 
of  trade  around  the  turn  of  the  century,  some 
communities  over-reached  themselves.  The 
Secretary  of  State's  registers  in  the  Public 
Archives  of  Canada  contain  interesting  evidence  on 
which  boards  of  trade  were  defunct  by  1920  and  had 
to  be  dissolved,  in  accordance  with  the  1920 
amendments  to  the  legislation.^  In  Ontario,  eight 
of  the  35  defunct  boards  were  based  in  urban 
centres  with  under  1000  people;  but  two  were  in 
towns  of  over  10,000  population,  four  in  towns  of 
5000-9,999  and  ten  in  towns  of  2,500-4,999 
population.  Twenty-four  of  the  Ontario 
communities  where  boards  of  trade  were  formally 
dissolved  were  subsequently  able  to  form  new 
boards  of  trade  or  chambers  of  commerce,  but  only 
14  of  these  still  existed  in  1983. 


World  War  I seems  to  mark  a turning-point  in 
the  role  and  importance  of  boards  of  trade  in 
Ontario  towns  and  cities.  To  that  time,  boards  of 
trade  usually  comprised  all  members  of  the 
community  elite,  those  who  were  business  leaders 
and  active  in  local  politics  and  voluntary 
organizations.  Each  board  of  trade  saw  itself  as 
the  'right  arm'  of  the  municipal  council,®  the 
'little  parliament  which  crystallized  the  opinions 
of  the  foremost  businessmen  and  financiers  for  the 
Town  Council's  guidance  and  direction.'  From  the 
mid-nineteenth  century  boards  of  trade  tried  to 
stimulate  urban  economic  growth  in  various  ways  - 
by  transportation  improvements  to  enlarge  or 
protect  the  town's  trading  hinterland,  by 
encouraging  new  industries  or  special 
administrative  or  institutional  functions.  They 
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used  the  powers  of  municipal  government  whenever 
possible  and  also  lobbied  higher  governments. 
Boards  of  trade  were  also  aware  of  the  importance 
of  a city's  image  and  engaged  in  boosterist 
advertising,  both  to  attract  new  enterprise  from 
outside  and  to  reinforce  the  loyalty  of  citizens 
to  their  community.^  From  the  late  nineteenth 
century,  boards  also  sponsored  'urban  reform' 
movements,  including  changes  in  the  machinery  of 
municipal  government,  municipal  ownership  and 
operation  of  urban  services  and  schemes  for  city 
beautification  and  workers'  housing.  In  other 
towns  and  cities,  as  well  as  Berlin  in  1911,  it 
might  be  claimed  that  the  'citizens  look  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  to  safeguard  the  Town's  best 
interests  and  to  bring  about  a larger  and  more 
prosperous  Berlin.'^ 

After  about  1920,  the  role  of  boards  of  trade 
seems  to  have  become  more  limited.  The  changing 
scale  of  business  organization  and  the  effects  of 
mergers  and  takeovers  reduced  the  numbers  of 
independent  entrepreneurs  in  most  towns. 
Municipal  government  powers  were  limited  by  the 
expanding  roles  of  higher  levels  of  government. 
As  new  civic  and  community  clubs  were  started  in 
the  1920s,  the  board  of  trade  became  only  one 
among  several  businessmen's  associations. 
Influenced  also  by  the  federation  movement  among 
chambers  of  commerce  in  U.S.  cities,  Ontario 
boards  of  trade  began  to  rename  themselves 
'chambers  of  commerce'  and  also  to  emphasize 
citizenship,  social  relations  and  services  to 
members  rather  than  business  expansion  and  public 
policy . 

New  formations  occurred  at  only  a modest  rate 
after  1920  in  Ontario,  with  the  largest  number  in 
the  1940s  (Table  3A).  About  160  boards  or 
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chambers  existed  in  Ontario  urban  centres  in  1950, 
58  of  these  being  new  creations  since  1920  and  22 
revivals  of  boards  which  had  been  dissolved  in 
1921.  In  the  1940s,  the  tendency  to  use  'chamber 
of  commerce'  rather  than  'board  of  trade 
accelerated,  encouraged  by  the  establishment  of 
federations  such  as  the  Canadian  Chamber  of 
Commerce  (1926)  and  the  Ontario  Association  of 
Boards  of  Trade  and  Chambers  of  Commerce  (1945) 
which  became  the  Ontario  Chamber  of  Commerce  in 
1951.  Some  new  chambers  in  recent  years  have 
chosen  not  to  register  with  the  federal  Secretary 
of  State,  but  as  not-for-profit  corporations  with 
the  provincial  government. 


Between  1950  and  the  early  1980s,  30  or  so 
new  chambers  were  formed  and  ten  earlier  boards  or 
chambers  were  revived,  but  these  additions  were 
outnumbered  by  the  dissolution  of  about  70  boards 
or  chambers  existing  in  1950  or  formed  later.  By 
the  early  1980s,  there  were  active  chambers  or 
boards  in  about  130  Ontario  urban  centres. 
Slightly  under  half  of  these  had  functioned 
continuously  since  1920  or  earlier,  mainly  in  the 
larger  cities  and  towns.  Records  of  these  long 
lived  boards  or  chambers,  where  they  survive,  are 
an  invaluable  source  for  studies  of  community 
development . 


NOTES 


1  The  establishment  of  Canadian  boards  of  trade 
to  1950  and  the  scope  of  their  city-building 
activities  are  described  in  Elizabeth 
Bloomfield,  'Boards  of  trade  and  Canadian 
urban  development,'  Urban  History  Review  XII, 
2 (October  1983). 


2 See  G.H.  Stanford,  To_  serve  the  community:  the 
story  of  Toronto's  Board  of  Trade  (Toronto: 
University  of  Toronto  Prfess,  1974)  for  the 
only  full-length  study  of  a board  of  trade  in 
an  Ontario  city. 

3 Statutes  of  the  Province  of  Canada  8 Victoria, 
c.  24,  1845. 

4 Statutes  of  the  Province  of  Canada  20  Vic.  c. 

86  ( 1857)- Ottawa;  27/28  Vic.  c.  71  (1864) 
Hamilton;  29/30  Vic.  c.  76  (1866)  London 
Canada  Statutes:  31  Vic.  c.  80  (1868) 

Stratford;  32-33  Vic.  c.  48  (1869)  St.  Thomas; 
35  Vic.  c.  46  (1872)  St.  Catharines;  35  Vic. 
c.  47  (1872)  Chatham;  36  Vic.  c.  68  (1873) 

Oshawa;  37  Vic.  c.  54  (1874)  Ingersoll.  After 
Confederation,  it  was  more  common  to 
incorporate  under  a federal  statute,  but  the 
Guelph  and  Kingston  boards  were  incorporated 
by  special  act  of  the  provincial  legislature: 
Statutes  of  Ontario : 31  Vic.  c.  64  (1868) 

Guelph;  35  Vic.  c.  73  (1871-2)  Kingston. 

5 Canada  Statutes  37  Vic.  c.  51  (1874). 

6 Canada  Statutes  10-11  V c.  35  (1920). 

7 Secretary  of  State's  register  of  boards  of 

trade  chartered  1874-1919  (Public  Archives  of 
Canada,  RG  68)  and  the  Order-in-Counci  1 of  17 
December  1927  formally  dissolving  defunct 
boards  (RG  68,  Lib.  252  Fol.  429  - )• 

8 Berlin  Daily  Telegraph  12  January  1901. 

9 Berlin  Daily  Record  28  January  1894. 


10  Boards  of  trade  poured  forth  a flood  of 
promotional  publicity  in  their  own  annual 
reports,  special  issues  of  local  newspapers 
and  advertisements  in  national  and  U.S. 
newspapers  and  magazines.  Some  boards 
received  grants  from  municipal  councils  to 
promote  the  city  and  attract  investments, 
functions  they  have  often  continued  to  the 
present . 

1 1 Busy  Berlin:  annual  report  of  the  Berlin  Board 
of  Trade  (1911)  p.  10. 

12  Ontario  Chamber  of  Commerce.  Membership  List 
(January  1983),  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Assistant  General  Manager,  lists  about  150 
member  chambers,  but  some  of  these  are  based 
in  unincorporated  centres.  In  addition,  it  is 
estimated  that  there  are  another  ten  boards  or 
chambers  in  Ontario  which  are  not  members  of 
the  Ontario  Chamber  of  Commerce. 

13  Unfortunately,  the  records  of  many  boards  or 
chambers,  even  the  long-lived  ones,  seem  to 
have  been  lost.  Those  of  Toronto,  Hamilton, 
London,  Windsor  and  Waterloo  seem  to  have 
survived  intact.  Good,  if  not  complete, 
records  are  known  for  Brantford, 
Berlin/Kitchener,  Peterborough  and  St. 
Catharines.  But  only  fragmentary,  if  any, 
records  survive  for  Belleville,  Brockville, 
Chatham,  Kingston,  Oshawa,  St.  Thomas,  Sarnia 
and  Woodstock. 

SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  3 

The  primary  source  was  the  record  of  board  of 

trade  formation  in  the  Statutes  to  1874  and  the 

Secretary  of  State’s  register  of  chartered  boards 
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or  chambers  (Public  Archives  of  Canada,  RG  68, 
1874-1974).  This  was  supplemented  by  research  in 
public  libraries  and  local  histories  and  periodic 
checklists  in  the  Canada  Year  Book,  the  Canadian 
Almanac  & Directory  for  1951  (Toronto:  Copp 

Clark),  and  the  Ontario  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Membership  List  (January  1983). 

c indicates  board  or  chamber  chartered  by 
federal  Secretary  of  State, 
z denotes  a centre  with  a board  or  chamber 
listed  in  the  Canadian  Almanac  &_  Directory 
for  1951,  but  not  chartered  by  the 
Secretary  of  State,  and  for  which  the  date 
of  establishment  is  not  known, 
x denotes  a centre  with  a chamber  of  commerce 
listed  in  the  Ontario  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
Membership  List  (January  1983),  for  which 
the  date  of  establishment  is  not  known. 
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TABLE  3 


BOARDS  OF  TRADE  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


BOARDS  OF  TRADE  I 


YEAR 

URBAN  PLACE  ESTABLISHED 


URBAN  PLACE 


ACTON  X 

AJAX  1955C 

ALEXANDRIA  1912C 

ALFRED  1950C 

ALL  I STON  1978 

ALMONTE  1902C 

ALVINSTON  Z 

ARNPRIOR  1893C 

AURORA  X 

AYLMER  1902C 

AYR  1906C 

BANCROFT  1925 

BARRIE  1890C 

BARRY'S  BAY  1949C 

BEAMSV I LLE  1950C 

BEAVERTON  1912C 

BELLEVILLE  1884C 

BLENHEIM  X 

BLIND  RIVER  1907C 

BOBCAYGEON  1930C 

BOTHWELL  Z 

BOWMANVILLE  Z 

BRACEBRIDGE  1889C 

BRADFORD  Z 

BRAMPTON  1904C 

BRANTFORD  1879C 

BRIGHTON  1907C 

BROCKVILLE  1889C 

BURLINGTON  1956C 

CALEDONIA  X 

CAMPBELLFORD  1904C 

CANNINGTON  1913C 

CAPREOL  1955C 

CARDINAL  Z 

CARLETON  PLACE  Z 

CASSELMAN  1948C 

CHATHAM  1872C 

CHELMSFORD  1948C 

CLINTON  1903C 

COBALT  1908C 


COBDEN 

COBOURG 

COCHRANE 

COLBORNE 

COLDWATER 

COLLI NGWOOD 

COPPER  CLI FF 

CORNWALL 

DELHI 

DESERONTO 

DRESDEN 

DRYDEN 

DUNDAS 

DUNNVI LLE 

DURHAM 

DUTTON 

ELLIOT  LAKE 

ELMIRA 

ELMVALE 

ELORA 

EMBRO 

ENGLEHART 

ERIN 

ESPANOLA 

ESSEX 

EXETER 

FENELON  FALLS 
FERGUS 
FLESHERTON 
FONTH I LL 
FORT  ERIE 
FORT  FRANCES 
FORT  WILLIAM 
GALT 

GANANOQUE 
GEORGETOWN 
GLENCOE 
GODERICH 
GORE  BAY 


ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 
YEAR 

ESTABLISHED 

Z 

1907C 

1909C 

1912C 

1910C 

1880C 

Z 

1890C 

1910 

1902C 

1896C 

191 1C 

1874C 

1915 

1979 

1 951 C 
1958C 
1895 

1980 
1940 
1948 
1912C 
1966 
X 

1891C 

1965 

Z 

1946 

X 

1961 

1946C 

1909C 

1 891 C 

1889C 

1893C 

1912C 

1920 

1875C 

Z 


BOARDS  OF  TRADE  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR 

ESTABLI SHE 

GRAND  BEND 

X 

GRAVENHURST 

1903C 

GRIMSBY 

1953C 

GUELPH 

1866 

HAGERSV 1 LLE 

X 

HAI LEYBURY 

1907C 

HAMI LT  ON 

1864C 

HANOVER 

1890 

HARRISTON 

Z 

HARROW 

Z 

HAST  1 NGS 

1 9 1 3 C 

HAWKESBURY 

1913C 

HEARST 

Z 

HENSALL 

z 

HESPELER 

1910C 

HUNTSVILLE 

1899C 

1 NGERSOLL 

1874C 

1 ROQUO 1 S 

1894C 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1926C 

JARVIS 

1929C 

KAPUSKASING 

X 

KEMPTVI LLE 

X 

KENORA 

1888C 

KILLALOE  STATION 

X 

KINCARDINE 

1877C 

KINGSTON 

1861 

KINGSVILLE 

Z 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

1920C 

KITCHENER 

1886C 

LAKEF 1 ELD 

1947 

LANARK 

Z 

LEAMINGTON 

1945 

LINDSAY 

1886C 

LI STOWEL 

1883C 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

Z 

LONDON 

1866C 

MADOC 

1907C 

MARMORA 

1940 

MATTAWA 

1895C 

49 


BOARDS  OF  TRADE  IN 

ONTARIO  COMMUNIT 
YEAR 

URBAN  PLACE 

ESTABLI  SHEI 

MAXV 1 LLE 

1910C 

MEAFORD 

1897C 

MERRICKVI LLE 

1944C 

MIDLAND 

1922C 

Ml LLBROOK 

1952C 

MILTON 

X 

MISSISSAUGA 

1976C 

MITCHELL 

1879C 

MORR 1 SBURG 

1944C 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1893C 

NAPANEE 

1886C 

NEW  HAMBURG 

1 951 C 

NEW  LISKEARD 

1902C 

NEWCASTLE 

X 

NEWMARKET 

191 1C 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1889C 

NORTH  BAY 

1894C 

NORWICH 

1910C 

OAKVI LLE 

191  3C 

OIL  SPRINGS 

Z 

OMEMEE 

1909 

ORANGEVILLE 

1 901 C 

ORILLIA 

1890C 

OSHAWA 

1873C 

OTTAWA 

1857C 

OWEN  SOUND 

1 881 C 

PALMERSTON 

1945C 

PAR  1 S 

1 881 C 

PARKH 1 LL 

1 89 1 C 

PARRY  SOUND 

1897C 

PEMBROKE 

1895 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1889C 

PERTH 

1889C 

PETERBOROUGH 

1877C 

PETROL  1 A 

1899C 

PICTON 

1889C 

PLANTAGENET 

1949C 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1885C 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1930C 
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BOARDS  OF  TRADE  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


YEAR 

URBAN  PLACE  ESTABLISHED 


PORT  DOVER 
PORT  ELGIN 
PORT  HOPE 
PORT  PERRY 
PORT  ROWAN 
PORT  STANLEY 
PRESCOTT 
PRESTON 
RAINY  RIVER 
RENFREW 
RICHMOND  HILL 
RIDGETOWN 
ROCKLAND 
SANDWICH 
SARNIA 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 
SEAFORTH 
SHELBURNE 
SIMCOE 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 
SMITHS  FALLS 
SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 
SOUTHAMPTON 
ST  CATHARINES 
ST  ISIDORE 
ST  MARYS 
ST  THOMAS 
STAYNER 
ST  I RLI NG 
STONEY  CREEK 
STOUFFV I LLE 
STRATFORD 
STRATHROY 
STREETSVI LLE 
STURGEON  FALLS 
SUDBURY 
TAVISTOCK 
TEESWATER 
THAMESVI LLE 


1912C 

1959 

1874C 

1903C 

Z 

z 

1893C 

1904C 

1932 

1901C 

X 

1892C 

1914C 

1909C 

1905C 

1889C 

1898C 

1887 

1888C 

1925C 

1889C 

1958 

1895C 

1872C 

X 

1889C 

1869C 

X 

1914C 

X 

1919 

1868C 

1874C 

1965 

1951C 

1895C 

1956 

Z 

z 


BOARDS  OF  TRADE  IN  ONTARIO  COMMUNITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

THESSALON 

THORNBURY 

THOROLD 

TILBURY 

T I LLSONBURG 

TIMMINS 

TORONTO 

TOTTENHAM 

TRENTON 

TWEED 

UXBRIDGE 

VAN  I ER 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVI LLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WASAGA  BEACH 

WATERFORD 

WATERLOO 

WELLAND 

WELLINGTON 

WESTON 

WHITBY 

Wl ARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDSOR 

Wl NGHAM 

WOODBR I DGE 

WOODSTOCK 

WROXETER 

YORK 

ZURICH 


YEAR 

ESTABLISHED 

1908C 

1925 

1893C 

1946C 

1912C 

1914C 

1845C 

1905 

1886C 

Z 

1894C 

1940C 

1949C 

1878C 

1906C 

1894C 

1939C 

Z 

1890C 

1889C 

1914C 

1909C 

1874C 

1902C 

1946 

1889C 

1884C 

1943 

1877C 

X 

1933C 

1951C 
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4 . RAILWAYS 


The  railway,  with  its  allies  the  electric 
telegraph  and  the  steamship,  virtually 
annihilated  distance  and  became  at  one  bound 
the  most  potent  physical  influence  on  the 
development  of  the  world  in  the  nineteenth 
century. 

M.  Robbins,  The  Railway  Age  (1965)  p.  11. 

T.C.  Keefer,  the  best  known  Canadian  railway 
publicist,  observed  in  1850  that,  'Speed,  economy, 
regularity  and  convenience  - an  array  of 
advantages  unequalled  - are  combined  in  the 
Railway  System.'  He  described  the 

characteristics  of  we  1 1 -cultivated  districts  in 
which  all  the  lands  were  occupied  with  thriving 
and  independent  farmers  where  there  was  no 
stimulus  for  increased  production.  Economic 
development  of  towns,  manufacturing  and  commerce 
was  limited  by  'distance,  the  expense  of 
transportation,  and  the  absence  of  that  energy 
which  debt  or  contact  with  busier  men  should 
produce  ...'2  Keefer  contrasted  this  prevailing 
situation  with  the  changes  which  would  result  from 
the  building  of  a railway  and  'the  civilizing 
tendency  of  the  locomotive.'  Not  only  would 
agriculture  be  transformed  but  other  changes  would 
take  place: 

A town  has  been  built  and  peopled  by  the 
operatives  — land  rises  rapidly  in  value 
the  neglected  swamp  is  cleared  and  the  timber 
is  converted  into  all  sorts  of  wooden 
'notions'  - tons  of  vegetables/grains,  or 
grasses,  are  grown  where  none  grew  before 
the  patient  click  of  the  loom,  the  rushing  of 


the  shuttle,  the  busy  hum  of  the  spindle,  the 
thundering  of  the  trip-hammer  and  the  roaring 
of  steam,  are  mingled  in  one  continuous  sound 
of  active  industry. 

Such  possibilities  were  attractive  to 
merchants,  promoters,  speculators,  engineers  and 
the  'progressive  elements'  of  large  and  small 
communities  throughout  the  settled  areas  of 
southern  Ontario.  Railway  promotion,  which  had 
begun  in  the  1830s,  was  revived  in  the  late  1840s 
and  began  to  cohere  into  serious  proposals.  The 
ceremonial  turning  of  the  first  sod  of  the  Great 
Western  Railroad  Company  which  took  place  in 
London  on  23  October  1849  parked  the  beginning  of 
the  railway  age  in  Ontario. 

The  evolution  of  the  Ontario  railway  network 
had  two  major  types  of  routes  - trunk  lines  and 
branch  lines.5  Trunk  lines  were  long  distance 
routes  linking  large  cities  and  moving  inter- 
regional freight  and  passenger  traffic.  Such 
lines  were  built  in  three  main  phases.  The  first 
phase  in  the  1850s  included  such  trunk  lines  as 
the  Great  Western  and  the  Grand  Trunk.  A second 
phase  in  the  1870s  and  1880s  added  the  transit 
routes  from  New  York  to  Michigan  - the  Canada 
Southern  and  its  Great  Western-owned  competitor, 
the  Canada  Air  Line  which  provided  a short  line 
from  Niagara  Falls  via  Simcoe  to  the  original  main 
line  at  Glencoe.  The  Canadian  Pacific  in  addition 
to  its  transcontinental  line,  completed  in  1885, 
also  built  the  Ontario  and  Quebec  line  from 
Toronto  to  Montreal  via  Peterborough  and  Smith's 
Falls  and  a line  to  Windsor.  The  last  phase  of 
trunk  line  building  took  place  between  1908  and 
1916  when  the  Canadian  Pacific  built  a direct  link 
from  Sudbury  to  Toronto  and  another,  more  direct, 
route  from  Toronto  to  Smith's  Falls.  In  the 


north,  Canadian  Northern  built  a new 
transcontinental  system  to  Toronto  and  Montreal 
and  a line  from  Toronto  to  Ottawa.  The  National 
Transcontinental  line  crossed  the  province  in  the 
far  north.  Finance  for  the  trunk  lines  came  from 
many  sources.  The  Railway  Guarantee  Act  of  1849 
provided  that  the  government  would  guarantee  the 
interest,  at  a rate  of  no  more  than  6 percent,  on 
half  the  bonds  issued  by  any  railway  of  at  least 
75  miles  of  line,  once  half  the  length  had  been 
built.  A substantial  proportion  of  the  bonds  was 
taken  up  by  British  investors.  Most  of  the  later 
routes  were  built  with  some  government  assistance 
especially  those  across  the  Canadian  Shield. 
Direct  government  ownership  was,  however,  limited 
to  the  Temiskaming  and  Northern  Ontario  Railway 
and  the  National  Transcontinental  line. 

Branch  lines  were  important  as  feeders  and 
distributors  of  traffic  to  and  from  the  trunk 
lines.  In  some  cases,  for  example  the  Cobourg  and 
Peterborough  Railway,  lines  were  independently 
promoted  by  towns  as  a means  of  extending  their 
commercial  hinterlands.  Branch  line  promotion  and 
development  became  intensely  competitive.  In  1850 
the  leading  businessmen  of  Galt,  already  the  self- 
styled  'Manchester  of  Canada',  were  prepared  to 
guarantee  £25,000  to  the  Great  Western  if  that 
company  would  charter,  build  and  operate  a branch 
line  to  the  town.  Businessmen  in  Guelph  responded 
to  the  news  of  an  agreement  with  a proposal  to 
promote  a Guelph-Toronto  line.^  For  another  four 
decades,  with  a lull  in  the  1860s,  most  towns 
became  involved  with  railway  promotion.  The 
result  of  much  of  this  branch  line  construction 
was,  according  to  G.R.  Stevens,  '...  a spate  of 
short  lines  of  little  economic  importance,  created 
and  sustained  in  large  part  by  parochial  prides 
and  prejudices.'  Local  municipalities  used  the 
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Municipal  Loan  Fund,  created  in  1852,  to  provide 
financial  backing,  often  in  the  form  of  cash 
bonuses,  for  local  railway  construction.  Much  of 
this  investment  was  lost  and  by  1872  26  Ontario 
municipalities  were  in  default  on  both  principal 
and  interest  to  the  Fund.  Some  places  were  almost 
ruined  by  injudicious  railway  investment;  others 
such  as  Berlin  and  Paris  were  fortunate  in 
acquiring  railway  connections  at  very  little 
expense  to  the  local  community.  Not  all  branch 
lines  were  complete  failures,  some  had  realistic 
construction  costs  and  developed  sound  local 
traffic  flows.  A few  lines  did  well,  such  as  the 
Port  Hope  and  Lindsay  (renamed  the  Midland  Railway 
in  1869),  which  developed  into  a small  trunk  line 
with  a route  from  a new  port  at  Midland  to 
Belleville. 

Interconnection  of  lines  gradually  became 
essential  for  through  traffic  movements  and  the 
spreading  of  costs  over  a larger  network.  The 
Grand  Trunk  came  to  dominate  much  of  southern 
Ontario,  especially  after  its  merger  with  the 
Great  Western  in  1882  and  the  Midland  Railway  two 
years  later.  Parallel  with  this  expansion  of  the 
Grand  Trunk,  and  partly  a cause  of  the  mergers, 
was  the  creation  of  the  Canadian  Pacific.  From 
the  mid  1880s  these  two  companies  dominated 
Ontario  railways.  The  Canadian  Northern  was  a 
short-lived  competitor  in  the  decade  before  its 
bankruptcy  in  1916.  The  final  shape  of  the 
Ontario  systems  was  reached  in  1923  when  the 
Canadian  National  Railways  fully  acquired  the 
Canadian  Northern,  Grand  Trunk  and  National 
Transcontinental  systems.  Some  basic  details  of 
the  evolution  of  the  systems  are  shown  in  Table 
4B. 


Much  of  the  basic  network  of  railways  was 
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constructed  in  the  1850s  and  by  the  end  of  the 
decade  130  places  were  connected  (Table  4A).  The 
Village  of  Simcoe  and  the  Town  of  Picton  were  the 
only  places  incorporated  by  1851  which  did  not 
have  a railway  connection  by  1860.  Twenty-three 
places  also  had  a second  railway  link  and  three 
places  (London,  Toronto  and  Brockton)  had  three 
railways.  Very  few  railways  were  built  in  the 
1860s  and  only  six  places  received  a new  railway 
connection.  Petrolia  was  linked  to  the  Great 
Western  by  a short  branch  line;  Beaverton  and 
Woodville  were  located  on  an  extension  of  the  Port 
Hope  and  Lindsay  and  three  places  in  the  Ottawa 
Valley  were  finally  connected  with  the  Brockville 
and  Ottawa  Railway  (later  amalgamated  as  the 
Canada  Central). 

The  second  railway  boom  which  began  in  the 
late  1860s  added  a very  substantial  length  of  new 
lines  in  the  following  decade  and  92  towns 
acquired  a railway  service  for  the  first  time. 
Renewed  construction  work  was  characterized  by 
inter-town  competition  which  was  fostered  by 
provincial  subsidies  and  municipal  bonuses.  Much 
of  the  new  line  building  consisted  of  extended 
branch  lines  radiating  from  main  centres  and 
connecting  with  the  existing  trunk  routes. 
Toronto  granted  a bonus  of  $350,000  to  the 
Toronto,  Grey  & Bruce  Railway  which  served 
Orangeville,  Mount  Forest  and  Owen  Sound.  The 
extension  of  lines  often  served  as  a stimulus  to 
urban  incorporation.  Along  the  routes  of  the 
Wellington,  Grey  and  Bruce  Railway  which  reached 
Southampton  in  1872  and  Kincardine  in  the 
following  year,  11  places  were  incorporated  as 
villages  or  towns.  New  trunk  routes  from  Niagara 
to  the  southwest  provided  railway  service  to  many 
places  in  the  counties  fronting  Lake  Erie. 
Simcoe,  for  example  finally  achieved  a railway 


Table  4A 


Railway  connections 

to  urban 

centres  and 

construction  by  decade 

No.  of 

urban 

places 

connected  by 

railway 

Miles  of  line  built 

Decade 

1st 

2nd 

3rd 

South 

North3 

Total 

1850-59 

130 

23 

3 

1,375 

- 

1,375 

1860-69 

6 

6 

- 

47 

- 

47 

1870-79 

92 

45 

17 

1,842 

- 

1,842 

1880-89 

75 

23 

10 

963 

1,304 

2,267 

1890-99 

11 

16 

4 

423 

264 

687 

1900-09 

20 

21 

9 

586 

1,254 

1,840 

1910-19 

14 

17 

14 

629 

1,961 

2,590 

1920-29 

1 

- 

- 

- 

140 

140 

349 

151 

57 

5,865 

4,923 

10,788 

Note:  a Railways  built  north  of  a Gravenhurst-Pembroke  limit. 


Sources : Table  4.  Railway  mileages  were  compiled  from  M.L.  Bladen,  'The 
construction  of  railways  in  Canada,'  Contributions  to  Canadian 
Economics  Vol.  5,  1932  and  Vol.  7,  1934. 


connection  in  1873.  The  building  of  the  Prince 
Edward  County  railway  (later  the  Central  Ontario) 
provided  a link  to  Picton  in  1879.  By  the  end  of 
the  1870s  few  urban  centres  in  southern  Ontario 
were  without  railway  service. 

Railway  development  in  northern  Ontario  began 
in  the  1880s  with  the  construction  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific,  which  between  1882  and  1885  completed  a 
route  from  Pembroke  to  Sudbury,  across  the  Shield 
to  the  head  of  Lake  Superior  and  over  the 
provincial  boundary  to  Winnipeg.  Canadian  Pacific 
also  built  a new  line  from  Toronto  to  Montreal  and 
by  its  acquisition  of  the  Credit  Valley  extended 
its  route  to  Windsor  by  1890.  The  importance  of 
the  CPR  in  this  decade  is  shown  by  the  number  of 
urban  centres  connected.  Of  the  75  places  which 
first  received  a railway  service  in  the  1880s,  34 
were  served  by  the  CPR.  Other  significant 
extensions  in  the  1880s  included  new  lines  in  the 
Trent  Valley,  a CPR  line  from  Sudbury  to  Sault  Ste 
Marie,  the  development  of  new  minor  systems  in 
eastern  Ontario  (later  known  as  the  Canada 
Atlantic)  and  the  intensification  of  services  in 
the  south  west  with  the  building  of  Lake  Erie, 
Essex  and  Detroit  River  Railway  from  Walkerville, 
and  the  Erie  and  Huron  line  which  connected  Sarnia 
with  Wallaceburg,  Chatham  and  Erieau. 

As  the  formerly  competitive  railways  were 
amalgamated  into  larger  systems,  many  towns 
considered  further  efforts  to  promote  an 
additional  railway  which  could  offer  lower  freight 
rates.  The  Credit  Valley  Railway  was  largely 
financed  by  municipal  bonuses  and  guarantees  of 
bonds,  negotiated  by  George  Laidlaw,  'prince  of 
the  bonus  hunters.'  By  1880,  thirteen 
municipalities  had  subscribed  cash  bonuses  ranging 
from  Toronto's  $350,000  to  amounts  between  $10,000 
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and  $30,000  by  small  towns  like  Ingersoll, 
Orangeville,  Streets vi 1 1 e , Milton  and  Brampton. 
Altogether,  municipal  subsidies  amounted  to  nearly 
three-quarters  of  the  public  funding  received  by 
this  railway,  or  just  over  half  the  capital  cost 
of  the  line.  Guelph  built  a municipally-owned 
line  to  the  Credit  Valley  (1887-88),  by  then  owned 
by  the  Canadian  Pacific.^  Gananoque  also 
encouraged  a branch  line,  through  tax  exemptions, 
and  the  five-mile  Thousand  Islands  Railway 
connected  the  town  to  the  main  line  of  the  Grand 
Trunk.10 

Expansion  of  the  Ontario  network  was  very 
limited  in  the  1890s.  The  major  growth  was  the 
extension  of  the  Canada  Atlantic  Railway,  promoted 
by  the  Booth  interests  in  Ottawa.  A line  from 
Ottawa  to  Parry  Sound  (1893-96)  added  new  places 
and  created  a new  grain  route  from  the  Georgian 
Bay  port  at  Depot  Harbour  to  the  St.  Lawrence  at 
Coteau  Landing.  Branches  to  Rockland  and 
Hawkesbury  provided  a railway  service  for  the 
first  time  in  those  centres.  The  Tillsonburg  and 
Lake  Erie  developed  a line  which  linked  Vienna  and 
Port  Burwell  to  the  larger  network  of  the 
province.  Elmira,  on  a extended  line  from 
Waterloo,  was  finally  connected  in  1891. 

The  big  expansion  of  western  Canada 
development  after  1900  provided  further  impetus  to 
railway  construction  especially  in  the  north. 
Canadian  Northern  began  the  creation  of  a new 
system  in  the  province  with  its  line  from  Winnipeg 
to  Port  Arthur  (1903),  Capreol  to  Toronto  (1908), 
Ottawa  to  Montreal  (1909).  Canadian  Pacific  built 
a Sudbury-Toronto  direct  line  and  the  expanding 
grain  traffic  was  matched  by  new  routes  from 
Guelph  to  Goderich  and  a line  to  the  new  harbour 
at  Port  McNicoll.  The  resources  of  'New  Ontario' 
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were  opened  up  by  the  government-owned  Temiskaming 
and  Northern  Ontario  route  and  the  Algoma  Central. 
Between  1900  and  1909,  20  urban  places  were 
provided  with  their  first  railway. 

In  the  decade  from  1910  to  1919,  12  more 
places  were  added  to  the  railway  network,  mostly 
as  a result  of  further  extension  in  the  north. 
Timmins  and  Iroquois  Falls  were  linked  to  the 
Timiskaming  and  Northern  Ontario;  Hearst  and 
Kapuskasing  to  the  National  Transcontinental  line; 
and  some  new  places  were  added  in  the  final 
extension  of  the  Canadian  Northern  Railway.  The 
industrial  belt  line  of  the  Essex  Terminal  Railway 
provided  first  service  to  Sandwich,  Ojibway  and  La 
Salle. 


The  financial  collapse  of  the  Canadian 
Northern  and  the  Grand  Trunk  during  World  War  I 
ended  the  last  phase  of  railway  construction. 
Only  minor  extensions  took  place  after  that  time. 
Latchford  on  the  Rouyn  branch  of  the  Temiskaming 
and  Northern  Ontario  was  the  last  urban  place  in 
Ontario  to  be  connected  to  the  railway  network. 
Significant  new  urban  creations  after  1920  already 
had  a railway  service  or,  like  Elliot  Lake 
developed  in  the  1950s,  were  served  entirely  by 
road  transport.  By  1919,  89  percent  of  all 

incorporated  places  had  railway  service,  39 
percent  had  two  or  more  railways  and  15  percent 
had  three  railways.  Only  39  places  in^the 
province  never  achieved  a railway  connection. 

After  1920,  the  railway  age  entered  a long 
period  of  gradual  decline.  The  consolidation  of 
three  railways  into  Canadian  National,  formalized 
in  1923,  eventually  led  to  the  abandonment  of 
lines.  Long  sections  of  the  Canadian  Northern, 
from  Toronto  to  Belleville  and  from  Hawkesbury  to 


Ottawa,  were  torn  up.  Improvements  to  the  Welland 
Canal  and  the  St.  Lawrence  meant  that  the  traffic 
potential  of  some  of  the  later  trunk  lines  was 
never  realized.  Passenger  traffic  was  eroded  by 
the  interurbans  near  larger  cities  and,  from  the 
1920s,  by  bus  and  automobile  transport. 

The  three  phases  of  railway  development  have 
left  a lasting  imprint  on  the  landscape  of 
Ontario.  Keefer's  forecasts  of  the  economic 
transformation  were  fulfilled  — there  were  new 
possibilities  for  agriculture  and  manufacturing, 
tourism  was  developed  in  Muskoka  and  the  forest 
and  mineral  resources  of  the  north  were  opened  up 
by  railways.  Most  towns  were  changed  by  the  'iron 
road'  and  some  new  places  were  created  by  the 
railway.  A writer  noted  the  changes  at 
Col  1 ingwood  in  the  early  1860s:  'Before  it  was 
built,  an  unbroken  forest  occupied  its  site  and 
red  deer  came  down  through  the  woods  to  drink  at 
the  shore.  Now  it  is  a thriving  town  of  2,000  to 
3,000  inhabitants,  with  saw  mills,  huge  rafts  from 
the  north  which  almost  fill  the  little  harbour, 
with  a grain  elevator  which  lifts  out  of  the  steam 
barges  the  corn  from  Chicago  ....'  Port  Arthur 
and  Fort  William  were  dramatically  changed  in  the 
1880s  and  again  after  1900  as  the  western  grain 
trade  expanded.  The  railway  created  new  levels  of 
accessibility  for  goods  and  passengers,  although 
connections  were  sometimes  impeded  by  differences 
on  track  gauges,^  indirect  routes  and  poor  train 
schedules . 

Railways,  like  most  new  innovations,  were  a 
mixed  blessing  to  smaller  Ontario  communities. 
The  overbuilding  of  lines  created  a financial 
burden  at  all  levels  of  government.  Duplication 
of  routes  was  uneconomic  and  it  has  taken  many 
decades  to  achieve  incomplete  rationalization. 


Optimistic  promises  by  local  railway  promoters 
were  rarely  completely  fulfilled.  Initial 
estimates  of  costs  of  construction  and  operation 
were  often  based  on  guesswork,  and  real 
development  often  took  second  place  to 
speculation.  Land  which  was  subdivided  in  the 
boom  of  the  1850s  was  often  undeveloped  for 
another  30  or  40  years.  °The  coming  of  the 
railway,  therefore  quickened  the  economic  pulse  of 
communities  at  the  expense  of  good  manners, 
honesty  and  fair  dealings.'16  Railway  promotion 
and  bonusing  were  often  encouraged  by 
municipalities  at  the  expense  of  real  long  term 
growth.  Cobourg's  investment  of  over  one  million 
dollars  in  the  Cobourg  and  Peterborough  Railway 
(which  was  ruined  in  1860  when  the  Rice  Lake 
bridge  was  washed  out)  created  a long-term  debt 
burden  for  the  town.17  The  promise  of  increased 
population  and  business  activity  following  railway 
construction  was  not  enjoyed  equally.  Larger 
centres  tended  to  benefit  more  than  smaller 
places,  Toronto  gaining  more  than  its  share  of 
wholesaling  and  banking  as  it  clearly  became  the 
largest  city  after  1851.  Hamilton's  railway 
efforts  with  the  Great  Western  (1850s),  the 
Hamilton  and  North  Western  (1870s)  and  Toronto, 
Hamilton  and  Buffalo  (1890s)  failed  to  break  the 
dominance  of  Toronto. 


There  is  no  question  that  railways  influenced 
and  changed  urban  places.  Their  physical  layout 
was  modified  as  railways  cut  through  the  built-up 
area,  transforming  the  symmetry  of  central  Guelph, 
blocking  access  to  the  waterfront  in  Toronto  and 
creating  a complex  of  lines  in  central  Ottawa. 
The  railway  station  became  a new  urban  symbol  and 
a new  focus  within  towns.1®  Railway  industries 
created  new  economic  opportunities  for  some 
communities.  In  places  with  workshops  and 
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marshalling  yards,  such  as  North  Bay,  Stratford 
and  St.  Thomas,1^  railways  were  the  dominant 
activity,  and  some  smaller  northern  centres,  such 
as  Capreol,  were  wholly  dependent  on  the  railway 
company.  Even  in  the  age  of  railway  transport 
dominance  there  were  conflicting  views  on  railway 
services.  Local  centres  were  concerned  with  fast 
and  cheap  movement  of  passengers  and  freight  which 
would  benefit  their  community.  The  large 
integrated  railway  companies  were  more  interested 
in  the  more  profitable  long-distance  transit 
traffic.  The  Grand  Trunk  Railway,  commonly 
accused  of  'arrogance'  by  places  along  its  routes, 
was  most  concerned  with  developing  its  long 
distance  services.  Access  to  Chicago  was  a major 
goal  in  corporate  policies  in  order  to  complete 
its  axis  from  Portland,  Maine  to  the  Great  Lakes. 
The  Grand  Trunk  finally  reached  Chicago  in  1879 
and  within  a year  the  company  was  a major  grain 
carrier,  earning  40  percent  of  its  gross  receipts 
from  this  traffic. ^ The  conflicts  between  local 
service  and  the  long-distance,  bulk-traffic 
interests  of  the  railway  companies  were  rarely 
satisfactorily  resolved. 

NOTES 


1 T.C.  Keefer,  Philosophy  of  railroads  (1850). 
Edited,  with  an  introduction  by  H.V.  Nelles 
(Toronto:  University  of  Toronto  Press,  1972) 

p.  11. 

2 Keefer  (1850)  p.  7. 

3 Keefer  (1850)  p. 


9. 
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4 G.R.  Stevens,  Canadian  National  Railways  Vol  1 
(Toronto:  Clarke,  Irwin,  1960)  p.  90. 

The  first  railway  in  Ontario  was  the  Erie  and 
Ontario  chartered  in  1835  (Upper  Canada  5 Wm 
IV,  Cap  19)  which  opened  a horse-drawn  line 
from  Queenston  to  Chippewa  in  1839.  The  route 
was  rebuilt  for  steam  traction  in  1854  and 
later  extended  to  Niagara  and  Fort  Erie.  In 
1875  the  company  was  acquired  by  the  Canada 
Southern  Railway. 

5 The  southern  Ontario  system  is  discussed  in: 

W.R.  Smith,  Aspects  of  growth  in  a regional 
urban  system:  Southern  Ontario  1851-1921 

(Downs view,  Ont.  Atkinson  College,  York 
University,  Geographical  Monograph  No.  12, 
1982).  This  book  includes  references  to  most 
of  the  basic  railway  sources  and  more 
specialized  items  are  covered  in  subsequent 
notes.  The  most  comprehensive  railway 
bibliography  is  H.  Dechief,  A bibliography  of 
published  material  and  theses  on  Canadian 
railways  ^Montreal : CN  Library,  1980). 

6 L.A.  Johnson,  History  of  Guelph  1827-1927 
(Guelph:  Guelph  Historical  Society  1977)  p. 
148. 

7 Stevens,  Vol.  1 (1960)  p.  425. 

8 J.  Filby,  Credit  Valley  Railway:  'the  third 
giant1  (Cheltenham:  Boston  Mills  Press,  1974) 
pp.  21-31. 

9 Johnston  (1977)  pp.  266-271. 

10  Stevens,  Vol.  2 (1962)  p.  376. 
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Three  of  these  places,  Frood  Mines,  Levack  and 
Lively  were  connected  by  the  private  railway 
system  of  the  International  Nickel  Company. 

12  See  J.  Spelt,  Urban  development  in  south- 

central  Ontario^  (Toronto:  McClelland  & 

Stewart , The  Carleton  Library,  1972). 

13  G.  Wall,  'Recreational  land  use  in  Muskoka,' 

pp.  139-154  in  G.  Wall  & J.S.  Marsh  eds.. 
Recreational  land  use : perspectives  on  its 
evolution  in  Canada  (Ottawa:  Carleton 

University Press , 1972, _ reprinted  1983) . 

14  Stevens  Vol.  1 (1960)  p.  399. 

15  Most  of  the  early  lines  were  constructed  on 
the  broad  gauge  (5  ft.  6 in.)  and  some  such  as 
the  Toronto,  Grey  and  Bruce  and  Toronto  and 
Nipissing  were  narrow  gauge  (3  ft.  6 in).  By 
1882  most  tracks  had  been  converted  to 
standard  gauge  (4  ft.  8 1/2  in.). 

16  Stevens,  Vol.  1 (1960)  p.  427. 

17  P.  Sat  ter ly,  'The  Cobourg-Pe terborough 

Railway:  destiny  denied,'  in  J.  Petryshyn  ed., 
Victorian  Cobour g : a_  nineteenth  century 

profile  (Belleville:  Mika,  1976)  pp.  85-107. 

P.  Ennals,  'Cobourg  and  Port  Hope:  the 

struggle  for  control  of  "the  back  country  , 
in  J.D.  Wood  ed.,  Perspectives  on  landscape 
and  settlement  in  nineteenth  century  Ontario 
(Toronto:  McClelland  & Stewart,  1975)  pp.  183— 
196. 
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See:  E.A.  Willmot,  Meet  me  at  the  station 

(Toronto:  Gage,  1976)  and  Faces  and  places 
along  the  railway  (Toronto:  Gage,  1979). 

19  Employment  in  railway  rolling  stock 
manufacturing  and  repair  and  steam  railways  in 
the  1941  Census  amounted  to  16.8  percent  of 
the  labour  force  in  North  Bay,  24.8  percent  in 
St.  Thomas  and  22.4  percent  in  Stratford. 
Employment  in  the  same  groups  in  London 
amounted  to  only  6.2  percent  and  in  Toronto 
2.5  percent.  Census  of  Canada  1941,  volume  4, 
Tables  23  and  25. 

20  Stevens,  Vol.  1 (1960)  p.  340. 

COMMENTS  ON  TABLE  4 

The  year  of  the  first  railway  connection 
varies  from  1853  to  1927  (Column  1).  The  first 
main  lines  opened  in  1853  were  from  Toronto  to 
Bradford  (Northern  Railway  of  Canada)  and  Niagara 
Falls  to  London  (Great  Western).  During  this 
first  year  of  railway  opening,  21  urban  centres 
received  their  first  service.  The  abbreviations 
of  the  names  of  railway  companies  generally  refer 
to  the  most  commonly  used  name,  not  necessarily 
the  first  legal  owner  of  the  line.  Havelock 
(1884)  for  example,  was  connected  by  the  Ontario 
and  Quebec  Railway  (leased  to  the  Canadian  Pacific 
for  999  years  in  1884)  but  the  railway  in  Column  1 
is  referred  to  as  the  better-known  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway.  The  most  complete  details  of  the 
official  legal  nomenclature  of  the  railway 
companies  are  found  in  Robert  Dorman  (compiler)  A. 
statutory  history  of  the  steam  and  electric 
railways  of  Canada  1836—1937  (Ottawa:  King  s 

printer,  1938). 
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The  second  and  third  railways  noted  in  the 
table  usually  mean  the  opening  of  additional  and 
competitive  lines  as  for  example  in  Bowmanville. 
In  other  cases,  additional  lines  may  refer  to  an 
extension  of  an  existing  line  which  provided 
further  connections  from  the  place.  Brantford’s 
third  railway  was,  in  some  respects,  an  extension 
of  the  second  line  (to  Ti  1 lsonburg).  As  a large 
urban  centre,  Brantford  developed  more  than  three 
railways,  adding  a line  to  Waterford  in  1889,  the 
Toronto,  Hamilton  and  Buffalo  line  to  Hamilton  in 
1892  and  an  electric  line  to  Port  Dover  in  1915. 

Sources  of  Data.  The  table  was  partly  compiled 
from  public  library  questionnaires  verified  from 
many  sources.  There  are  problems  of  definition 
especially  in  the  interurban  period.  The  London 
and  Port  Stanley  line  was  built  as  a steam 
railway,  but  when  electrified  in  1915  became  an 
interurban.  Generally  interurban  lines  which 
carried  significant  freight  volumes  (for  example, 
the  London  and  Port  Stanley,  Grand  River  Railway 
and  Lake  Erie  and  Northern)  have  been  included  in 
both  the  railway  table  and  the  interurban 
listing. 


In  the  absence  of  a comprehensive  and 
authoritative  source  on  the  chronology  of  Ontario 
railways,  there  is  considerable  disagreement 
between  sources  on  dates  of  lines.  The  opening  of 
the  railway  in  Windsor  is  generally  given  as  17 
January  1854,  when  the  first  through  train  from 
Niagara  Falls  arrived.  Some  trains  from  Windsor 
to  Chatham  had  been  actually  running  during  the 
last  week  of  December  1853.  The  short  branch  from 
Allandale  to  Barrie  has  an  opening  date  ranging 
from  1859  (Stevens  CNR  Vol.  1 (1960)  p.  401)  to 
1865  (M.L.  Bladen,  'Construction  of  railways  in 
Canada,'  Contributions  to  Canadian  economics , Vol. 
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5,  1932,  pp.  43-60)  and  1869  (J.M.  & E.  Trout,  The 
railways  of  Canada,  1871,  Coles  reprint,  1970,  p. 
33X  ProTleras  of  this  kind  are  common  in  all 
parts  of  the  province  and  indeed  throughout  the 
world.  Final  clarification  can  only  be  found  in 
official  railway  documents  and  local  newspapers. 

Two  regional  studies  provided  useful  details: 
C.A.  Andreae,  A historical  railway  atlas  of 
Southwestern  Ontario  (London:  the  author,  1972) 
and  J.N.  Jackson  and  J.  Burtniak,  Railways  in  the 
Niagara  peninsula  (Belleville:  Mika,  1978).  The 
chronology  of  railways  for  most  areas  had  to  be 
developed  from  an  analysis  of  company  systems  at 
different  periods.  For  the  constituents  of  the 
Canadian  National  system,  the  essential  source 
was:  G.R.  Stevens,  Canadian  National  Railways  2 
Vols  (Toronto:  Clarke  Irwin,  1960/1962).  This  was 
supplemented  by  T.D.  Regehr,  The  Canadian  Northern 
Railway:  Pioneer  roads  of  the  northern  prairies 
1895-1918  (Toronto:  Macmillan,  1976)  and  C. 

Cooper,  Rails  to  the  lakes , the  story  of  the 
Hamilton  and  Northwestern  Railway  (Cheltenham: 
Boston  Mills  Press,  1980). 

Main  line  construction  of  the  Canadian 
Pacific  Railway  was  primarily  derived  from  H.A. 
Innis,  History  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway 
(London:  1923)  with  additional  details  from  W.K. 
Lamb,  History  of  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway  (New 
York:  Co  1 lier-Macmi 1 lan,  1977).  Other  sources 
consulted  included:  T.F.  Mcllwraith,  The  Toronto, 
Grey  and  Bruce  Railway  1863-1884  (Toronto:  Upper 
Canada  Railway  Society,  1963);  J.  Filby,  Credit 
Valley  Railway:  the  third  giant  (Cheltenham: 

Boston  Mills  Press,  1974);  D.  Wilson,  Algoma 
Eastern  Railway  (Sudbury:  1977)  and  N.S.  Helm,  In 
the  shadow  of  the  giants : the  story  of  the 


Toronto,  Hamilton  and  Buffalo  Railway  (Cheltenham: 
Boston  Mills  Press,  1978). 

Other  railway  details  came  from:  O.S.  Nock, 
Algoma  Central  Railway  (London:  A.  & C.  Black, 
1975);  R.D.  Tennant,  Ontario’s  government  railway: 
genesis  and  development  (Halifax:  1973);  A. 

Tucker , Steam  into  wi lderness : the  Ontario 

Northland  Railway  1902-1962  (Toronto:  Fitzhenry  & 
Whiteside,  1978).  Information  on  U.S.  railways  in 
Ontario  was  derived  from:  W.F.  Dunbar,  A1 1 aboard : 
a history  of  railroads  in_  Michigan  (Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.:  Eerdraans,  1969) ; E.  Hungerford,  Men  and 
Iron:  the  history  of  New  York  Central  (New  York: 
1938);  N.F.  Morrison,  Garden  gateway  to  Canada: 
One  hundred  years  of  Windsor  and  Essex  County 
1854-1954  (Windsor:  Herald  Press,  1954)  and  V. 
Lauriston,  Romantic  Kent : the  story  of  a_  county 
1626-1952  (Chatham:  Shepherd,  1952). 


NAMES  OF  RAILWAY  COMPANIES  AND  MAJOR  SYSTEMS 


3-digit 

CODE 

COMPANY  NAME 

SYSTEM 
( 1920) 

ACR 

ALGOMA  CENTRAL  RLY 

- 

AER 

ALGOMA  EASTERN  RLY 

- 

BBC 

BRANTFORD,  BUFFALO  & GODERICH  RLY 

GTR 

BOQ 

BAY  OF  QUINTE  RLY 

CNO 

BWL 

BRANTFORD,  WATERLOO  & LAKE  ERIE  RLY 

THB 

BWN 

BROCKVILLE,  WESTPORT  & NORTHWESTERN  RLY 

CNO 

C&P 

COBOURG  & PETERBOROUGH  RLY 

GTR 

CAR 

CANADA  ATLANTIC  RLY 

GTR 

CCR 

CANADA  CENTRAL  RLY 

CPR 

CNO 

CANADIAN  NORTHERN  RLY 

- 

COR 

CENTRAL  ONTARIO  RLY 

CNO 

CPR 

CANADIAN  PACIFIC  RLY 

- 

CSR 

CANADA  SOUTHERN  RLY 

MCRR 

CVR 

CREDIT  VALLEY  RLY 

CPR 

DWP 

DULUTH,  WINNIPEG  & PACIFIC  RLY 

CPR 

E&O 

ERIE  & ONTARIO  RLY 

MCRR 

EHR 

ERIE  & HURON  RLY 

PMRR 

ETR 

ESSEX  TERMINAL  RLY 

- 

GJR 

GRAND  JUNCTION  RLY 

GTR 

GUJ 

GUELPH  JUNCTION  RLY 

CPR 

GRR 

GRAND  RIVER  RAILWAY 

CPR 

GTR 

GWR 

GRAND  TRUNK  RLY 
GREAT  WESTERN  RLY 

GTR 

RLE 

HAMILTON  & LAKE  ERIE  RLY 

GTR 

HNW 

HAMILTON  & NORTHWESTERN  RLY 

GTR 

KPR 

KINGSTON  & PEMBROKE  RLY 

CPR 

LEE 

LAKE  ERIE,  ESSEX  & DETROIT  RIVER  RLY 

PMRR 

LEN 

LAKE  ERIE  & NORTHERN  RLY 

CPR 

LPS 

LONDON  & PORT  STANLEY  RLY 

- 

MRC 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  OF  CANADA 

GTR 

NRC 

NORTHERN  RAILWAY  OF  CANADA 

GTR 

NTR 

NATIONAL  TRANSCONTINENTAL  RLY 

- 

NYC 

NEW  YORK  CENTRAL 

- 

PDL 

PORT  DOVER  & LAKE  HURON  RLY 

GTR 

PHL 

PORT  HOPE  & LINDSAY  & BEAVERTON  RLY 

GTR 

SLO 

ST.  LAWRENCE  & OTTAWA  RLY 

CPR 

TGB 

TORONTO,  GREY  & BRUCE  RLY 

CPR 

THB 

TORONTO,  HAMILTON  & BUFFALO  RLY 

- 

TIR 

THOUSAND  ISLANDS  RLY 

GTR 

TLE 

TILLSONBURG,  LAKE  ERIE  & PACIFIC  RLY 

CPR 

TNO 

TIMISKAMING  & NORTHERN  ONTARIO  RLY 

- 

TNR 

TORONTO  & NIPISSING  RLY 

GTR 

VR 

VICTORIA  RAILWAY 

GTR 

WGB 

WELLINGTON,  GREY  & BRUCE  RLY 

GTR 

WPP 

WHITBY  & PORT  PERRY  RLY 

GTR 

WR 

WELLAND  RAILWAY 

GTR 

61 


Company 

Table  4B 

Major  railway  companies  operating  in  1920 

Earlier  acquisitions,  subsidiaries  or  major  leases 

ACR 

AER 

CNO 

CPR 

BOQ  (1910),  BWN  (1910),  COR  (1906) 

CCR  (1881),  CVR  (1884),  DWP  (1887),  GUJ  (1887),  GRR 
(1908),  KPR  (1903),  LEN  (1911),  SLO  (1884),  TGB 
(1884),  TLE  (1904) 

ETR 

GTR 

BBG  (1864),  C&P  (1882),  CAR  (1904),  GJR  (1882),  GWR 
(1882),  HLE  (1882),  HNW  (1882),  MRC  (1884),  NRC 
(1882),  PDL  (1879),  PHL  (1882),  TIR  (1882),  TNR 
(1882),  VR  (1882),  WGB  (1882),  WPP  (1882),  WR 
(1882). 

LPS 

MCRR 

(Michigan  Central)  CSR  ( 1876),  E&O  ( 1878)  (To  NYC 
in  1929). 

NTR 

NYC 

PMRR 

THB 

TNO 

(Pere  Marquette)  EHR  (1898),  LEE  (1903) 
BWL  (1892) 

Major  railway  companies  operating  in  1980 

ACR 

C&O 

CNR 

(Chesapeake  & Ohio)  PMRR  (1931) 

(Canadian  National)  CNO  (1923),  GTR  (1923),  LPS 
(1966),  NTR  (1923) 

Conrail 

CPR 

ETR 

ONR 

NYC  (as  Penn  Central,  1976). 

AER  (1929),  THB  (1977) 

(Ontario  Northland,  renamed  from  TNO  in  1946). 

TABLE  4 


RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


FIRST  RAILWAY 


URBAN  PLACE 

DATE 

NAME 

ACTON 

1856 

GTR 

A 1 LSA  CRAIG 

1858 

GTR 

AJAX 

1856 

GTR 

ALEXANDRIA 

1882 

CAR 

ALFRED 

ALLANDALE 

1854 

NRC 

ALL  1 STON 

1878 

HNW 

ALMONTE 

1859 

CCR 

ALVINSTON 

1872 

CSR 

AMHERSTBURG 

1873 

CSR 

ARKONA 

ARNPRIOR 

I860 

CCR 

ARTHUR 

1871 

WGB 

ASHBURNHAM 

1854 

C&P 

ATHENS 

1888 

BWN 

AURORA 

1853 

NRC 

AYLMER 

1873 

GWR 

AYR 

1879 

CVR 

BALA 

1908 

CPR 

BANCROFT 

1900 

COR 

BARRIE 

1865 

NRC 

BARRY'S  BAY 

1895 

CAR 

BATH 

BAYF 1 ELD 
BEACHBURG 

1916 

CNO 

BEACHVI LLE 

1853 

GWR 

BEAMSVI LLE 

1853 

GWR 

BEAVERTON 

1869 

MRC 

BEETON 

1877 

HNW 

BELLE  RIVER 

1854 

GWR 

BELLEVILLE 

1856 

GTR 

BELMONT 

1879 

CVR 

BLENHEIM 

1883 

EHR 

BLIND  RIVER 

1887 

CPR 

BLOOMF 1 ELD 

1879 

COR 

BLYTH 

1876 

GWR 

BOBCAYGEON 

1904 

CPR 

BOLTON 

1870 

TGB 

BONFI ELD 

1883 

CPR 

BOTHWELL 

1854 

GWR 

SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

191 1 

CNO 

1878 

HNW 

1908 

CPR 

1893 

GTR 

1918 

ETR 

1883 

CPR 

1893 

CAR 

1884 

CPR 

1908 

CNO 

1910 

COR 

1877 

HNW 

1879 

CVR 

1908 

CNO 

1908 

CPR 

1890 

CPR 

CNO 

1879 

GJR 

1913 

1894 

LEE 

1907 

CPR 
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RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


FIRST 

RA 1 LWAY 

SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

URBAN  PLACE 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

BOWMANV 1 LLE 

1856 

GTR 

1911 

CNO 

1913 

BRACEBRIDGE 

1886 

GTR 

• 

BRADFORD 

1853 

NRC 

BRAESI DE 

1872 

CCR 

. 

BRAMPTON 

1856 

GTR 

1879 

CVR 

BRANTFORD 

1855 

BBG 

1871 

GWR 

1878 

BR 1 DGEBURG 

1854 

BBG 

1863 

E&O 

1873 

BRIDGEPORT 

BRIGHTON 

1856 

GTR 

1913 

CPR 

1856 

BROCKTON 

1853 

NRC 

1855 

GWR 

BROCKVI LLE 

1854 

GTR 

1859 

CCR 

1888 

BRONTE 

1855 

GWR 

BRUCE  MINES 

1887 

CPR 

BRUSSELS 

1872 

WGB 

BURK'S  FALLS 

1886 

GTR 

BURLINGTON 

1854 

GWR 

1877 

HNW 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

1877 

HNW 

CACHE  BAY 

1883 

CPR 

CALEDON  EAST 

1877 

HNW 

CALEDONIA 

1855 

BBG 

1873 

HLE 

CAMPBELLFORD 

1880 

GTR 

CANN 1 NGTON 

1872 

TNR 

CAPREOL 

1908 

CNO 

1914 

CNO 

CARDINAL 

1856 

GTR 

CARLETON  PLACE 

1859 

CCR 

1864 

CCR 

CASSELMAN 

1882 

CAR 

CAYUGA 

1871 

CSR 

CHALK  RIVER 

1883 

CPR 

CHARLTON 

1907 

TNO 

CHATHAM 

1854 

GWR 

1883 

LEE 

1890 

CHATSWORTH 

1872 

TGB 

CHELMSFORD 

1884 

CPR 

CHESLEY 

1882 

GTR 

CHESTERVI LLE 

1887 

CPR 

CH 1 PPAWA 

1854 

E&O 

1863 

E&O 

CLI FFORD 

1874 

WGB 

CLINTON 

1858 

BBG 

1875 

GWR 

COBALT 

1905 

TNO 

COBDEN 

1876 

CCR 

RA I LWAY 


NAME 


CPR 


GWR 

CSR 


GTR 

BWN 


CPR 


RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS 


FIRST  RAILWAY 
URBAN  PLACE  DATE  NAME 


COBOURG 

COCHRANE 

COLBORNE 

COLDWATER 

COLLINGWOOD 

CON  I STON 

COOKSTOWN 

COPPER  CLIFF 

CORNWALL 

COURTRIGHT 

CREEMORE 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

DEEP  RIVER 

DELHI 

DELORO 

DESERONTO 

DRAYTON 

DRESDEN 

DRYDEN 

DUNDALK 

DUNDAS 

DUNNVI LLE 

DURHAM 

DUTTON 

EAST  TORONTO 
EAST  WINDSOR 
EAST  YORK 
EGANVI LLE 
ELLIOT  LAKE 
ELMIRA 
ELMVALE 
ELORA 
EMBRO 
ENGLEHART 
ERIE  BEACH 
ERIEAU 
ERIN 

ESPANOLA 

ESSEX 


1854 

C&P 

1908 

TNO 

1856 

GTR 

1879 

MRC 

1855 

NRC 

1883 

CPR 

1877 

HNW 

1886 

CPR 

1855 

GTR 

1872 

CSR 

1878 

HNW 

1872 

GWR 

1881 

BOQ 

1871 

WGB 

1883 

EHR 

1882 

CPR 

1872 

TGB 

1853 

GWR 

1854 

BBG 

1882 

GTR 

1872 

CSR 

1856 

GTR 

1854 

GWR 

1884 

CPR 

1894 

CAR 

1891 

GTR 

1878 

NRC 

1870 

WGB 

1909 

CPR 

1906 

TNO 

1883 

EHR 

1880 

CVR 

1887 

CPR 

1873 

CSR 

F ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

1856 

GTR 

1911 

CNO 

1913 

NTR 

1913 

CPR 

1910 

CPR 

1878 

HNW 

1914 

AER 

1898 

NYC 

1912 

CPR 

1883 

LEE 

1912 

CNO 

1897 

THB 

1914 

THB 

1908 

CPR 

1908 

ETR 

1908 

CNO 

1898 

CPR 

1907 

CPR 

1880 

CVR 

1914 

AER 

1883 

CSR 

RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS 


FIRST  RAILWAY 
URBAN  PLACE  DATE  NAME 


ETOBICOKE 

EXETER 

FENELON  FALLS 
FERGUS 
F I NCR 

FLESHERTON 
FONTH I LL 
FOREST 
FOREST  HILL 
FORT  ERIE 
FORT  FRANCES 
FORT  WILLIAM 
FRANKFORD 
FROOD  MINES 
GALT 

GANANOQUE 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

GEORGETOWN 

GERALDTON 

GLENCOE 

GODERICH 

GORE  BAY 

GRAND  BEND 

GRAND  VALLEY 

GRAVENHURST 

GRIMSBY 

GUELPH 

HAGERSV I LLE 

HAI LEYBURY 

HAMILTON 

HANOVER 

HARR  I STON 

HARROW 

HAST  I NGS 

HAVELOCK 

HAWKESBURY 

HEARST 

HENSALL 

HEPWORTH 


1855 

GWR 

1875 

GWR 

1878 

VR 

1870 

WGB 

1887 

CPR 

1872 

TGB 

1859 

GTR 

1854 

BBG 

1901 

CNO 

1882 

CPR 

1884 

COR 

1854 

GWR 

1884 

T 1 R 

1856 

GTR 

1914 

CNO 

1854 

GWR 

1858 

BBG 

1871 

TGB 

1875 

NRC 

1854 

GWR 

1856 

GTR 

1872 

CSR 

1905 

TNO 

1853 

GWR 

1882 

GTR 

1871 

WGB 

1889 

LEE 

1880 

GJR 

1884 

CPR 

1891 

CAR 

1913 

NTR 

1876 

GWR 

1881 

GTR 
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ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

1856 

GTR 

1879 

CVR 

1880 

CVR 

1898 

NYC 

1863 

E&O 

1902 

DWP 

1903 

CNO 

1908 

NTR 

1872 

GTR 

1879 

CVR 

1877 

HNW 

1873 

GWR 

1907 

CPR 

1857 

GWR 

1888 

GUJ 

1873 

HLE 

1873 

HLE 

1877 

HNW 

1908 

CPR 

1873 

GTR 

1880 

GTR 

1909 

CNO 

1914 

ACR 

RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS  OF 
FIRST  RAILWAY 


URBAN  PLACE 

DATE 

NAME 

HESPELER 

1857 

GWR 

HIGHGATE 

1872 

CSR 

HILTON  BEACH 

. 

H 1 NTONBERG 

1864 

CCR 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

1853 

NRC 

HUMBERSTONE 

1859 

WR 

HUNTSVILLE 

1886 

GTR 

1 NGERSOLL 

1853 

GWR 

IRON  BRIDGE 

IROQUOIS 

1856 

GTR 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1913 

TNO 

JARVIS 

1873 

HLE 

KAPUSKASING 

1913 

NTR 

KEARNEY 

1896 

CAR 

KEEWAT 1 N 

1882 

CPR 

KEMPTVI LLE 

1854 

SLO 

KENORA 

1882 

CPR 

KILLALOE  STATION 

1895 

CAR 

KINCARDINE 

1873 

WGB 

KINGSTON 

1856 

GTR 

KINGSVILLE 

1889 

LEE 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

1908 

TNO 

KITCHENER 

1856 

GTR 

L'ORIGNAL 

1909 

CNO 

LA  SALLE 

1916 

ETR 

LAKEFI ELD 

1871 

MRC 

LANARK 

. 

LANCASTER 

1855 

GTR 

LARDER  LAKE 

1927 

TNO 

LATCHFORD 

1905 

TNO 

LEAMINGTON 

1886 

CSR 

LEAS  IDE 

1884 

CPR 

LEVACK 

. 

LINDSAY 

1857 

PHL 

LION'S  HEAD 

. 

LI STOWEL 

1871 

WGB 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

1914 

AER 

LIVELY 

. 

LONDON 

1853 

GWR 

ONTARIO  URBAN 

PLACES 

SECOND  RA 

1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

1896 

GRR 

1893 

CAR 

1879 

CVR 

1903 

CPR 

1873 

GWR 

1875 

KPR 

1872 

GTR 

1878 

GTR 

1889 

LEE 

1876 

WPP 

1878 

VR 

1877 

GTR 

CPR 

1856 

LPS 

1859 

GTR 
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RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


F 1 RST 

RA 1 LWAY 

SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

URBAN  PLACE 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

LONDON  EAST 

1854 

GWR 

1859 

GTR 

1887 

CPR 

LONDON  WEST 

1854 

GWR 

LONG  BRANCH 

1855 

GWR 

LUCAN 

1858 

GTR 

LUCKNOW 

1872 

WGR 

MADOC 

1880 

GJR 

MAGNETAWAN 

MARKDALE 

1872 

TGB 

MARKHAM 

1871 

TNR 

MARMORA 

1884 

COR 

MASSEY 

1886 

CPR 

MATHESON 

1906 

TNO 

MATTAWA 

1883 

CPR 

1893 

CPR 

MAXVI LLE 

1882 

CAR 

MEAEORD 

1872 

NRC 

MERRICKVI LLE 

1887 

CPR 

MERR 1 TTON 

1853 

GWR 

1858 

WR 

MIDLAND 

1879 

MRC 

M 1 LDMAY 

1874 

WGB 

Ml LLBROOK 

1857 

PHL 

1858 

PHL 

Ml LTON 

1877 

HNW 

1879 

CVR 

MILVERTON 

1877 

GTR 

1907 

CPR 

MIMICO 

1855 

GWR 

MISSISSAUGA 

1855 

GWR 

1856 

GTR 

1879 

CVR 

MITCHELL 

1858 

BBG 

MORR 1 SBURG 

1854 

GTR 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1871 

TGB 

1882 

GTR 

NAPANEE 

1856 

GTR 

1884 

BOQ 

NESTERVI LLE 

1887 

CPR 

NEUSTADT 

1881 

GTR 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

1854 

SLO 

NEW  HAMBURG 

1856 

GTR 

NEW  LISKEARD 

1905 

TNO 

NEW  TORONTO 

1855 

GWR 

NEWBORO 

1888 

BWN 

NEWBURGH 

1884 

BOQ 

NEWBURY 

1854 

GWR 

NEWCASTLE 

1856 

GTR 

191 1 

CNO 

1913 

CPR 

NEWMARKET 

1853 

NRC 

. 

. 

RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS 


FIRST  RAILWAY 


URBAN  PLACE 

DATE 

NAME 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1 853 

GWR 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

1854 

E&O 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

1854 

E&O 

NORTH  BAY 

1882 

CPR 

NORTH  TORONTO 

. 

NORTH  YORK 

1853 

NRC 

NORWICH 

1876 

PDL 

NORWOOD 

1884 

CPR 

OAKVILLE 

1855 

GWR 

01 L SPRINGS 

1884 

CSR 

OJ 1 BWAY 

1916 

ETR 

OMEMEE 

1857 

PHL 

ORANGEVILLE 

1871 

TGB 

ORILLIA 

1871 

NRC 

OSHAWA 

1856 

GTR 

OTTAWA 

1854 

SLO 

OTTAWA  EAST 

1882 

CAR 

OWEN  SOUND 

1872 

TGB 

PAISLEY 

1874 

WGB 

PALMERSTON 

1871 

WGB 

PARIS 

1853 

GWR 

PARKDALE 

1853 

WRC 

PARKHI LL 

1859 

GTR 

PARRY  SOUND 

1896 

CAR 

PEMBROKE 

1876 

CCR 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1879 

MRC 

PERTH 

1859 

CCR 

PETAWAWA 

1883 

CPR 

PETERBOROUGH 

1854 

C&P 

PETROL  1 A 

1866 

GWR 

PICKER  1 NG 

1856 

GTR 

PICTON 

1879 

COR 

PLANTAGENET 

POINT  EDWARD 

1859 

GTR 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1882 

CPR 

PORT  BURWELL 

1895 

TLE 

PORT  CARLING 

. 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1854 

BBG 

PORT  CREDIT 

1855 

GWR 

F ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

THIRD 

RA 1 LWAY 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

1854 

E&O 

1873 

CSR 

1886 

GTR 

1905 

TNO 

1870 

TGB 

1908 

CNO 

1878 

GWR 

1883 

GJR 

1879 

CVR 

1872 

MRC 

1910 

CNO 

1911 

CNO 

1913 

CPR 

1864 

CCR 

1882 

CAR 

1882 

GTR 

• 

1877 

GTR 

1856 

BBG 

1912 

LEN 

1856 

GWR 

1870 

GTR 

1908 

CNO 

1908 

CPR 

1899 

CAR 

1914 

CNO 

1884 

CPR 

1858 

PHL 

1880 

GJR 

1878 

CSR 

1911 

CNO 

1903 

CNO 

1859 

WR 

RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS 


FIRST  RAILWAY 


URBAN  PLACE 

DATE 

NAME 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

1859 

WR 

PORT  DOVER 

1876 

PDL 

PORT  ELGIN 

1872 

WGB 

PORT  HOPE 

1856 

GTR 

PORT  MCNICOLL 

1910 

C PR 

PORT  PERRY 

1871 

WPP 

PORT  ROWAN 

1888 

GTR 

PORT  STANLEY 

1856 

LPS 

PORT  SYDNEY 

. 

PORTSMOUTH 

. 

POWASSAN 

1886 

GTR 

PRESCOTT 

1854 

GTR 

PRESTON 

1857 

GWR 

RAINY  RIVER 

1902 

CNO 

RENFREW 

1872 

CCR 

R 1 CHMQND 

1914 

CNO 

RICHMOND  HILL 

1908 

CNO 

RIDGETOWN 

1872 

CSR 

R 1 PLEY 

1872 

WGB 

RIVERSIDE 

1854 

GWR 

ROCKCLI FFE  PARK 

ROCKLAND 

1895 

CAR 

RODNEY 

1872 

CSR 

ROSSEAU 

SANDWICH 

1912 

ETR 

SARNIA 

1858 

GWR 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

1887 

CPR 

SCARBOROUGH 

1856 

GTR 

SEAFORTH 

1858 

BBG 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

1881 

GTR 

SHELBURNE 

1872 

TGB 

SIMCOE 

1873 

GWR 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

1908 

NTR 

SMITHS  FALLS 

1859 

CCR 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

1913 

NTR 

SOUTH  RIVER 

1886 

GTR 

SOUTHAMPTON 

1872 

WGR 

SPRINGFIELD 

1872 

CSR 

ST  CATHARINES 

1853 

GWR 
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ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 

SECOND 

RA 1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

DATE 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

1878 

HNW 

1915 

LEN 

1857 

PHL 

191  1 

CNO 

1876 

WPP 

1856 

SLO 

1896 

GRR 

1883 

KPR 

1894 

CAR 

1893 

LEE 

1909 

CNO 

1883 

EHR 

1900 

ACR 

1870 

TNR 

1884 

CPR 

1876 

PDL 

1888 

GTR 

1910 

NTR 

1859 

CCR 

1884 

CPR 

1856 

WR 
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URBAN  PLACE 


ST  CLAIR  BEACH 
ST  ISIDORE 
ST  MARYS 
ST  THOMAS 
STAYNER 
STEELTON 
ST  I RLI NG 
STITTSVILLE 
STONEY  CREEK 
STOUFFV I LLE 
STRATFORD 
STRATHROY 
STREETSVI LLE 
STURGEON  FALLS 
STURGEON  POINT 
SUDBURY 
SUNDRIDGE 
SUTTON 
SWANSEA 
TARA 

TAVISTOCK 

TECUMSEH 

TEESWATER 

THAMESVI LLE 

THEDFORD 

THESSALON 

THORNBURY 

THORNLOE 

THOROLD 

T I LBURY 

T I LLSONBURG 

TIMMINS 

TIVERTON 

TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

TOTTENHAM 

TRENTON 

TROUT  CREEK 

TWEED 


LWAY  CONNECTIONS 


FIRST  RAILWAY 


DATE 

NAME 

1854 

GWR 

1858 

GTR 

1856 

LPS 

1854 

NRC 

1887 

CPR 

1880 

GJR 

1864 

CCR 

1853 

GWR 

1871 

TNR 

1856 

GTR 

1856 

GWR 

1879 

CVR 

1883 

CPR 

1883 

CPR 

1886 

GTR 

1877 

TNR 

1855 

GWR 

1881 

GTR 

1857 

BBG 

1854 

GWR 

1874 

TGB 

1854 

GWR 

1859 

GTR 

1887 

CPR 

1872 

NRC 

1906 

TNO 

1859 

WR 

1872 

CSR 

1873 

CSR 

1912 

TNO 

1853 

NRC 

1856 

GTR 

1878 

HNW 

1856 

GTR 

1886 

GTR 

1884 

CPR 

RAI 


ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


SECOND  RAILWAY 


DATE  NAME 


1859  GTR 

1872  CSR 

1900  ACR 


1877  TNR 

1857  BBG 

1879  CVR 


1886  CPR 


1876  PDL 


1887  GWR 
1890  CPR 
1874  GWR 


1855  GWR 
1870  TGB 
1908  CPR 
1884  COR 

1889  BOQ 


THIRD  RAILWAY 


DATE  NAME 


1909  CPR 

1873  GWR 


1877  GTR 


1908  CNO 


878  GWR 


1856  GTR 

1879  CVR 

CNO 


1911 


71 


RAILWAY  CONNECTIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  PLACES 


URBAN  PLACE 

F 1 RST 
DATE 

UXBRIDGE 

1871 

VAN  1 ER 

1854 

VANKLEEK  H 1 LL 

1892 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

1879 

VI ENNA 

1895 

WALKERTON 

1872 

WALKERVI LLE 

1854 

WALLACEBURG 

1883 

WARDSVI LLE 

WASAGA  BEACH 

. 

WATERDOWN 

1912 

WATERFORD 

1872 

WATERLOO 

1878 

WATFORD 

1858 

WEBBWOOD 

1886 

WELLAND 

1859 

WELLESLEY 

WELLINGTON 

1879 

WEST  LORNE 

1872 

WESTON 

1856 

WESTPORT 

1888 

WHEATLEY 

1894 

WH 1 TBY 

1856 

Wl ARTON 

1882 

WINCHESTER 

1887 

WINDERMERE 

. 

WINDSOR 

1854 

Wl NGHAM 

1872 

WOODBR 1 DGE 

1870 

WOODSTOCK 

1853 

WOODVI LLE 

1869 

WROXETER 

1874 

WYOMING 

1858 

YORK 

1853 

YORKVI LLE 

ZURICH 

. 

RA 1 LWAY 

SECOND  RA 

NAME 

DATE 

TNR 

SLO 

. 

CAR 

1898 

MRC 

TLE 

WGB 

1907 

GWR 

1888 

EHR 

CPR 

• 

CSR 

1889 

GTR 

1891 

GWR 

CPR 

WR 

1873 

COR 

CSR 

GTR 

1870 

BWN 

LEE 

GTR 

1871 

GTR 

CPR 

GWR 

1883 

WGB 

1875 

TGB 

GWR 

1876 

MRC 

1872 

TGB 

GWR 

1866 

NRC 

1856 

1 LWAY 

TH  1 RD 

RA 1 LWAY 

NAME 

DATE 

NAME 

CPR 

CPR 

LEE 

1908 

ETR 

BWL 

GTR 

1915 

1905 

LEN 

GRR 

GWR 

1873 

CSR 

TGB 

WPP 

1911 

CNO 

CSR 

GWR 

1890 

1887 

CPR 

CPR 

PDL 

TNR 

1879 

CVR 

GWR 

GTR 

1871 

TGB 
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5.  GAS  AND  ELECTRICITY 


What  think  you,  little  river  Thames,  of  our 
...  great  Ottawa  that  flings  its  foam  eight 
hundred  miles?  What  does  it  mean  when 
science  has  moved  us  a little  further  yet, 
and  the  wheels  of  the  world's  work  turn  with 
electric  force?  What  sort  of  asset  do  you 
think  then  our  melting  snow  and  the  roaring 
river-flood  of  our  Canadian  spring  shall  be 
to  us?  What  say  you,  little  puffing  steam- 
fed  industry  of  England  to  the  industry  of 
Coming  Canada? 

Stephen  Leacock,  Empire  Club  speech,  Toronto. 
19  March  1907. 

During  the  nineteenth  century,  mechanical 
power  was  substituted  for  most  operations  which 
had  previously  used  hand  or  animal  power.  While 
water  power  was  developed  in  southern  Ontario, 
coal  became  the  major  energy  source  for  most  urban 
places.  The  search  for  an  indigenous  form  of 
energy,  not  dependent  on  American  resources,  was 
finally  achieved  with  hydro-electric  power. 
Street  lighting  of  towns  provided  the  impetus  for 
the  development  of  public  lighting,  heating  and 
power  systems,  first  with  coal  gas  and  then  more 
rapidly  with  electricity.  Technological  progress 
in  electricity  was  very  rapid  and  the  local 
systems  soon  became  incorporated  in  very  large 
regional  systems  drawing  their  primary  energy  from 
distant  sources. 


GAS  SUPPLY 

Gas  light  and  the  Victorian  era  are  almost 
synonymous  in  our  view  of  nineteenth— century  urban 
places.  In  Ontario  this  form  of  lighting  was 


never  universal,  but  was  restricted  to  the  larger 
centres.  The  distinctive  physical  evidence  of 
retort  houses  and  tall  gas  holders  has  now 
disappeared  from  the  cities. 

Toronto  was  a very  early  adopter  of  gas 
lighting  when  the  first  system  was  opened  in 
1841. 1 In  the  United  States  at  that  time  there 
were  only  9 gas  light  systems  operating.  Table 
5A  shows  that  most  of  the  gas  plant  development 
took  place  in  the  1850s  and  then  in  the  1870s  and 
1880s.  By  1905  when  the  last  system  was  installed 
(in  Oshawa),  33  gas  works  had  been  developed  in 
Ontario. 


Table  5A 


Establishment  of  gas  works 


Decade 


No.  of  works 


1840-49  2 
1850-59  10 
1860-69 

1870-79  8 
1880-89  8 
1890-99  3 
1900-09  2 


33 

Gasworks  ranged  in  size  from  the  large 
Toronto  systems  to  the  small,  and  probably  short- 
lived, company  which  supplied  parts  of  Brampton  in 
the  1880s.  The  expansion  of  the  gas  industry  was 
limited  by  the  high  capital  cost  of  laying  mains 
through  the  streets,  by  the  cost  of  coal  and  by 
competition  from  kerosene  (I860-)  and  electricity 
(1880s).  The  introduction  of  the  Welsbach 
incandescent  gas  mantle  in  the  1880s  gave  much 


improved  illumination  but  street  lighting  quickly 
became  dominated  by  electricity.  Many  gas 
companies  took  up  electricity  franchises  and 
operated  two  systems,  thus  limiting  the 
competition.  The  Guelph  Gas  Company,  for  example, 
added  a small  electricity  generator  in  1887  and 
opened  a full  power  plant  four  years  later. 

Generally  gas  supply  was  limited  to  one 
municipality,  although  in  Toronto  the  company 
extended  its  mains  into  neighbouring  suburbs, 
including  Yorkville  (1853),  Brockton  (1882), 
Parkdale  (1886),  East  Toronto  (1898),  Leaside 
(1926)  and  New  Toronto  (1928).  St.  Catharines 
supplied  Port  Dalhousie  (c.  1897)  and  Sarnia 

supplied  Point  Edward  (1901).  Ottawa  extended  its 
gas  service  as  far  as  Eastview  (later  Vanier)  in 
1915. 


Although  municipal  ownership  of  gas  supplies 
was  permitted  by  the  Municipal  Light  and  Heat  Act 
1883,  Brockville  was  the  first  place  to  exercise 
this  power  in  1900.  Only  14  places  acquired  the 
private  gas  companies,  the  last  being  Ottawa  in 
1949.  Once  the  provincial  electrification  system 
began,  most  municipalities  tended  to  relegate 
their  gas  plant  to  a low  position,  putting  most  of 
their  investment  into  electricity  distribution. 

Natural  gas  became  significant  in  Essex 
county  and  the  Niagara  area  in  the  1890s, 
providing  a new  supply  in  some  places  and 
replacing  coal  gas  in  others.  Leamington  and 
Kingsville  were  supplied  in  1889.  Welland 
introduced  natural  gas  in  1902,  and  was  followed 
by  St.  Catharines,  Windsor  and  Sarnia  (1903), 
Niagara  Falls  (1904),  Brantford  and  Hamilton 
(1905),  Galt  (1906)  and  Chatham  (1907).  Limited 
reserves  in  the  southwestern  gas  fields  restricted 
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the  substitution  of  natural  gas  for  coal  gas, 
although  Burlington  received  natural  gas  in  192^ 
and  London's  gas  system  was  converted  in  1935. 
The  St.  Thomas  system  was  converted  in  1936  when 
the  gas  plant  was  sold  to  the  Dominion  Natural  Gas 
Co.6 

The  gas  supply  industry  was  revived  in  the 
1950s,  at  first  with  supplies  from  the  United 
States  and  then,  during  1958,  from  Alberta.  Most 
municipalities  or  surviving  private  companies  sold 
their  interests  to  the  large  distributors  - 
Consumers  Gas  and  Union  Gas.  Guelph,  for  example, 
disposed  of  its  municipal  system  to  the  Union 
company  in  1957.  Many  new  places,  not  previously 
supplied  by  gas,  were  added  in  the  late  1950s. 
Northern  Ontario  began  receiving  gas  during  this 
period.  One  of  the  last  extensions  was  to  Sault 
Ste  Marie  in  1968. ^ 

Table  5B  presents  the  basic  details  of  the  33 
gas  systems.  Most  of  the  basic  data  were  derived 
from  the  public  library  questionnaires.  Dates 
have  been  cross-checked  with  local  histories  but 
verification  through  other  sources  proved 
difficult.  Some  details  of  gas  supply  companies 
were  published  in  the  Canada  Sessional  Papers , by 
Inland  Revenues  Weights  and  Measures,  the 
government  department  which  had  responsibility  for 
checking  the  quality  of  gas  and  the  accuracy  of 
meters.  Few  trade  publications  appear  to  have 
survived  in  accessible  collections.  The 
Intercolonial  Gas  Journal  of  Canada  provided  a 
directory  of  companies  in  the  issue  of  November 
1st,  1912.  By  this  time  Brampton  and  Lindsay  were 
no  longer  listed  and  Dundas  was  being  supplied 
with  natural  gas  by  the  Dominion  Natural  Gas  Co. 
which  was  supplying  places  as  far  west  as 
Til lsonburg.  Deseronto  had  a private  gas  company 
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GAS  SUPPLY 


URBAN  PLACE 

BARRIE 

BELLEVILLE 

BRAMPTON 

BRANTFORD 

BROCKVI LLE 

CHATHAM 

COBOURG 

CORNWALL 

DUNDAS 

GA1  T 

GUELPH 

HAMILTON 

I NGERSOLL 

KINGSTON 

KITCHENER 

LINDSAY 

LI STOWEL 

LONDON 

NAPANEE 

OMEMEE 

OSHAWA 

OTTAWA 

OWEN  SOUND 

PETERBOROUGH 

PORT  HOPE 

SARNIA 

ST  CATHARINES 

ST  THOMAS 

STRATFORD 

TORONTO 

WATERLOO 

WHITBY 

WINDSOR 

WOODSTOCK 


SYSTEMS  IN 


ONTARIO  MUNICIPAL 


T I ES 


YEAR  GAS  SUPPLY 
STARTED  BY 
PRIVATE  COMPANY 


YEAR  GASWORKS 
TAKEN  OVER  BY 
MUNICI PAL  I TY 


1878 

1928 

1854 

1904 

1882 

. 

1854 

. 

1853 

1900 

1872 

. 

1855 

. 

1885 

. 

1859 

. 

1886 

1870 

1903 

1850 

. 

1896 

. 

1849 

1904 

1882 

1903 

1881 

. 

1880 

1908 

1854 

1876 

. 

1905 

1905 

1930 

1855 

1949 

1880 

1903 

1870 

1913 

1857 

1894 

1917 

1855 

. 

1874 

1905 

1873 

1926 

1841 

. 

1897 

1909 

1900 

. 

1877 

. 

1885 

• 

supply  in  1912,  a detail  which  was  not  verified 
locally.  The  coal  gas  industry,  although  limited 
to  a small  number  of  places,  was  a significant 
source  of  energy  for  lighting  and  other  uses,  and 
deserves  more  attention  from  local  historians. 

ELECTRICITY 

The  development  of  electricity  as  a 
commercial  source  of  clean,  readily  controlled 
energy  was  one  of  the  major  accomplishments  of  the 
last  quarter  of  the  nineteenth  century.  Electric 
power  was  quickly  adopted  for  lighting  which  was 
brighter  than  gas;  in  traction  for  street 
railways,  interurban  lines  and  the  railway  tunnels 
beneath  the  St.  Clair  and  Detroit  rivers;  for 
industrial  power  and  in  the  new  electro-chemical 
processes.  Electricity  in  its  various  uses,  but 
especially  in  manufacturing  plants,  was  an 
important  contributor  to  the  substantial 
industrialization  and  urbanization  of  Ontario  in 
the  period  after  1900. 

There  were  three  major  stages  in  th| 
technical  evolution  of  the  electrical  industry. 
The  earliest  systems  were  electric-arc  lights 
installed  in  larger  urban  centres  during  the  late 
1870s  in  the  United  States  and  in  Ontario  in  the 
following  decade.  Such  systems  were  technically 
inflexible  and  were  limited  to  street  lighting. 
The  Edison  system,  with  a central  electric  station 
generating  direct  current  (D.C.)  at  low  voltage 
for  distribution  to  residential  and  business  users 
for  lighting  and  power,  was  first  introduced  in 
1882,  when  the  Pearl  Street,  New  York  system  went 
into  operation.  With  adaptation  and  higher 
voltages,  DC  electricity  formed  the  basis  for  the 
evolution  of  powered  street  railways  introduced  in 
Ontario  in  the  late  1880s.  By  1890  most  of  the 


technical  development  of  dynamos,  turbines, 
cables,  switches,  lights  and  motors  had  been 
accomplished.  Adoption  of  electric  light  and 
power  was  now  possible  in  many  types  of  locations, 
whether  a rural  grist  mill,  a big  industrial  plant 
as  well  as  in  urban  centres. 

Private  companies  were  active  in  the  early 
establishment  of  urban  electricity  systems. 
During  the  1880s  72  urban  centres  acquired  their 
first  electricity,  and  in  the  following  decade 
another  95  places  had  some  type  of  electric 
system.  The  returns  provided  by  the  first  report 
under  the  Electric  Light  Inspection  Act  1895 
showed  that  there  were  145  electric  systems  in 
Ontario,  all  but  12  of  these  organized  by  private 
companies. ^ The  largest  system  at  the  time  was 
the  Ottawa  Electric  Company  which  served  55,000 
lamps;  while  among  the  smaller  suppliers  was  the 
Creemore  Electric  Light  Co.  which  had  135  lamps. 
Hydro-electric  generation  at  this  time  was  very 
limited,  steam  engines  provided  most  of  the  power 
for  the  dynamos  of  the  urban  systems.  The  largest 
development  of  hydro-electric  power  before  1896 
was  in  Ottawa  (4,000  horsepower  developed  in  1891) 
and  Niagara  Falls  ( 2,000  h.p.  for  the 
International  Railway  Company,  1893).  Given  the 
limitations  of  transmitting  power  any  distance, 
only  places  adjacent  to  falls  could  develop 
hydraulic  power  for  electricity  generation. 
Places  without  gas  were  often  the  earliest  centres 
to  develop  electricity.  Galt  in  1896  had  a very 
small  electricity  system  with  only  25  incandescent 
lamps  but  70  arc  lamps  for  street  lighting.  The 
Galt  Gas  Co.,  which  owned  the  electricity  plant, 
was  obviously  more  devoted  to  its  original 
monopoly  interest  in  gas  supply. 
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By  the  end  of  the  1890s,  167  urban  places  had 
electric  systems  (Table  5C).  The  momentum  of  the 
electrification  movement  continued  through 
successive  decades  so  that,  by  the  end  of  the 
1920s,  92  percent  of  incorporated  places  had 
electric  power.  The  remaining  centres  which  were 
connected  later  were  small,  remote  and  in  cases 
like  Elliot  Lake  (1955)  were  new  creations.  Only 
one  incorporated  place  (Garden  Island)  never 
achieved  a local  electricity  distribution  system. 
After  1910  most  of  the  impetus  for  electrification 
came  from  the  Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  of 
Ontario . 


Table  5C 

Establishment  of  local  electricity  systems 


Decade 

Local  systems 

1880-89 

72 

1890-99 

95 

1900-09 

69 

1910-19 

73 

1920-29 

37 

1930-39 

18 

1940-49 

8 

1950-59 

3 

after  1960 

375 

Not  known 

12 

No  system 

1 

Total 

388 

The  organization,  scale  and  technology  of 
electric  power  generation  and  transmission  were 
changed  in  1896  when  the  critical  demonstration 
project  at  Niagara  Falls,  New  York  was  opened.  1 
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This  plant  had  several  very  large  (5,000  h.p.) 
water  turbines  and  generators  producing 
alternating  current  (AC)  which  was  transmitted  by 
a 26  mile  power  line  to  Buffalo.  The  Niagara 
Falls  Power  Company  pioneered  the  large-scale 
generating  station  and  transmission  systems  which 
could  link  distant  hydraulic  resources  with  urban 
centres.  Once  this  system  was  in  regular  and 
reliable  operation,  Ontario  businessmen  were  eager 
to  develop  the  potential  of  'white  coal'  which 
could  help  to  reduce  their  dependence  on 
Pennsylvania  coal  sources. 

The  Hamilton  Cataract  Power,  Light  and 
Traction  Co.  developed  the  De  Cew  Falls  on  the 
Welland  Canal  and  supplied  Hamilton  with  3,000 
h.p.  via  a 30  mile  line  in  1898.  By  1901  the  Town 
of  Orillia  had  constructed  a 20  mile  transmission 
line  to  its  plant  at  Ragged  Rapids  on  the  Severn 
River  (1,600  h.p.).  The  successful  development  of 
hydro-electric  power  also  allowed  direct 
industrial  power  possibilities  for  resource 
processing.  Pulp  and  pulp  companies  were  early 
developers  of  power:  Imperial  Paper  Co.  at 

Sturgeon  Falls  (9,221  h.p.)  in  1900  and  Lake 

Superior  Power  Co.  at  St.  Mary's  Rapids,  Sault  Ste 
Marie  (6,300  h.p.)  in  the  following  year. 

By  the  late  1890s,  businessmen  and  municipal 
politicians  could  perceive  benefits  in  developing 
a larger  electricity  system  which,  as  the  Mayor  of 
Orillia  claimed  in  January  1898,  would  'furnish 
power  users  in  the  town  what  power  they  would  need 
at  cost  and  what  surplus  was  left  could  be 
.furnished  also  at  cost  price  to  any  new  industries 
that  could  be  induced  to  locate  there,  and  by  this 
means  furnish  employment  to  our  workingmen  and 
artisans.'11  Such  ideas,  together  with  the 
obvious  inadequacy  of  some  private  companies  in 


providing  capital  investment  for  enlarged  power 
generation,  were  factors  in  the  municipalization 
of  local  electric  companies.  Between  1890  and 
1909,  36  municipalities  acquired  their  local 

electricity  system  and  began  a process  of 
enlargement  and  modernization  (Table  5D).  During 
the  same  period  21  municipalities  had  initiated 
local  systems.  Collingwood  (1889)  was  the 
earliest  to  build  up  a municipally-owned  system 
and  Cobden  (1916)  was  the  last.  In  all,  25 
centres  developed  municipal  systems  without  any 
prior  significant  private  interests  in  the  town. 
After  1910  most  of  the  municipalization  took  place 
as  a first  step  towards  a connection  to  the 
Ontario  Hydro  transmission  systems. 

Table  5D 

Municipal  takeover  of  local 
electricity  systems 


Decade 

No.  of  s 

1880-89 

- 

1890-99 

6 

1900-09 

30 

1910-19 

109 

1920-29 

62 

1920-39 

33 

1940-49 

13 

1950-59 

26 

after  1960 

11 

Total 

290 

The  potential  of  long-distance  electricity 
transmission,  municipal  ownership  of  local 
utilities  and  a strong  interest  in  new  industrial 
growth  were  among  the  elements  which  gave  rise  to 
the  'People's  power  movement'  which  eventually 


resulted  in  the  formation  of  the  Hydro-Electric 
Power  Commission  of  Ontario  in  1906.  D.B. 
Detweiler  of  Berlin  and  E.W.B.  Snider  of  Waterloo 
were  early  proponents  of  a co-operative  effort  to 
secure  Niagara  power  for  more  distant  centres.  'I 
thought  it  a good  time  for  several  towns  like 
Waterloo,  Berlin,  Preston,  hespeler,  Galt  and 
Guelph,  as  a "hive  of  industries,"  joining  hands, 
and  with  a united  effort,  in  conjunction  with 
Toronto,  might  in  that  way  secure  some  special 
privileges  ...,'  wrote  E.W.B.  Snider  to  Detweiler 
in  February  1902. 12  The  complex  struggles  between 
private  power  interests  in  Toronto  and  public 
interests  in  Toronto  and  the  south-western  towns 
are  described  and  analyzed  in  detail  elsewhere. 

Adam  Beck,  a former  mayor  of  London,  became 
chairman  of  Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  and 
until  his  death  in  1925,  'Hydro  was  Beck  and  Beck 
was  Hydro. Beck  was  a major  propagandist  for 
the  new  Commission  which  was  to  be  a type  of  'co- 
operative.' The  HEPC  was  to  purchase  power  at 
Niagara  Falls,  transmit  this  electricity  over  its 
newly-built  lines  to  the  contracting 
municipalities.  The  municipalities  would  purchase 
power  from  the  HEPC  at  wholesale  rates  and  retail 
electricity  to  consumers  within  their  boundaries. 
Fourteen  municipalities  voted  in  favour  of  by-laws 
for  making  contracts  with  the  Hydro  Commission; 
these  contracts  were  signed  on  4 May  1908.  From 
this  time  the  Commission  was  very  active  in 
constructing  110,000  volt  lines  from  Niagara  Falls 
to  Toronto,  Guelph-Ber lin-Water loo-Stratf ord  and 
to  Woodstock,  Ingersoll  and  London.  The  new 
system,  very  advanced  for  its  time,  was 
inaugurated  at  Berlin  on  11  October  1910. 
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The  obvious  technical  success  of  the  Hydro 
Electric  Power  Commission,  followed  by  substantial 
reductions  in  the  cost  of  power, ^ led  to  a rapid 
growth  of  the  hydro  system,  not  only  based  on 
Niagara  Falls  but  from  new  stations  built  on  the 
Severn  River  and  at  Eugenia  Falls  and  with  special 
contracts  with  private  companies  to  secure  low 
municipal  rates  in  Port  Arthur  and  Ottawa.  By  the 
end  of  the  1920s,  264  urban  places  or  68  percent 
of  the  total,  were  connected  to  the  Ontario  Hydro 
systems.  Only  18  places  were  never  connected  and 
were  mainly  served  by  private  companies. 

Table  5E 

Local  connections  to  Ontario  Hydro  system 


Decade 

No.  of  local 

1910-19 

192 

1920-29 

72 

1930-39 

39 

1940-49 

28 

1950-59 

29 

after  1960 

10 

Never  connected 

18 

Total 

388 

Local  generating  plants  were  rapidly  replaced 
after  1910  by  links  to  the  Ontario  Hydro  system 
which  drew  its  power  from  hydro-electric  resources 
often  at  considerable  distances  from  the  final 
centres  of  demand.  Windsor,  when  connected  in 
1914,  was  215  miles  from  Niagara  Falls  and  in  its 
time  had  one  of  the  longest  supply  lines  in  the 
world.  Private  power  interests  retreated  before 
the  rapid  advance  of  Ontario  Hydro.  The  Toronto 
Electric  Light  Co.  and  related  interests  at 
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Niagara  Falls  were  taken  over  in  1921  22  and  the 
Dominion  Power  and  Transmission  Co.  was  acquired 
in  1930.  Subsequent  acquisitions  gave  Ontario 
Hydro  a virtual  monopoly  throughout  the  province 
and  its  generating  plants  and  transmission  lines 
have  made  a significant  mark  on  the  landscape. 

Table  5 presents  all  the  basic  details  of  the 
chronology  of  electric  systems  for  all 
incorporated  municipalities.  As  with  previous 
tables  the  basic  data  were  derived  from 
questionnaires  circulated  to  all  public  libraries. 
The  details  were  checked  with  other  published 
sources,  supplemented  by  further  research  and 
correspondence.  The  main  sources  for  systematic 
verification  were:  for  1897-1909  the  annual 

reports  under  the  Electric  Light  Inspection  Act 
( Canada  Sessional  Papers,  Inland  Revenue,^  Weights 
alldliras'^TAFpendix  J),  and  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Hydro-Electric  Power  Commission  of  Ontario 
(191 0— ) for  the  later  period. 

The  year  of  first  electricity  (column  one) 
ranges  from  1880  (Burk's  Falls)  to  1955  (Elliot 
Lake).  Dates  for  the  early  years  are  not  easily 
established  since  a definition  of  what  constituted 
•public  supply'  was  not  developed  until  later 
The  first  consistent  source  of  available  data  d 
not  appear  until  1896  when  a list  of  electric 
light  companies,  registered  under  the  Electric 
Light  Inspection  Act,  was  published  in  the  canada 
Sessional  Pape_rs_  (SP  7a,  1897,  Appendix  J).  The 
initiation  of  electricity  supply  often  began  with 
a water  mill  supplying  electricity  for  a few 
street  lights  in  the  local  town.  Except  for  25 
places  (marked  by  an  M)  where  the  municipal 
corporation  began  electricity  supply,  private 
companies  were  the  dominant  organization  for : the 
establishment  of  the  early  local  systems.  Afte 


1910  most  of  the  new  electrification  was  promoted 
and  initiated  by  Ontario  Hydro.  There  are  a few 
cases  (12)  where  the  date  is  unknown,  many  of 
these  being  suburban  municipalities  annexed  to  a 
larger  place.  Only  one  municipality,  Garden 
Island,  was  never  electrified. 

Municipal  takeover  of  private  electricity 
suppliers  (Column  2)  generally  began  when 
companies  were  reluctant  to  invest  in  the 
expansion  of  the  local  system  to  meet  perceived 
new  demands.  Such  a movement  was  common  to  other 
public  utilities.  Guelph  bought  out  the  private 
gas  (and  electric)  company  in  1903  as  did 
Kitchener  at  the  same  time.  Both  municipalities 
were  beginning  to  develop  in  anticipation  of  the 
Ontario  Hydro  system.  As  the  large  regiona 

transmission  systems  developed,  municipalities 
acquired  local  companies  in  anticipation  o or 
parallel  with  a contract  and  link  to  Ontario 
Hydro.  Galt,  for  example,  purchased  the  local 
company  in  early  1911  and  was  connected  to  Hydro 
later  in  the  year.  In  several  areas  Ontario  Hydro 
electrified  municipalities  or  acquired  companies 
before  municipal  hydro-electric  commissions  were 
formed  to  operate  and  finance  local  distribution. 
The  Electric  Power  Company,  which  served  the  Trent 
valley  and  neighbouring  areas  as  far  as  Belleville 
and  Oshawa,  became  part  of  Hydro  in  1916.  Ontario 
Hydro  continued  to  manage  the  loca  ur  an 
distribution  systems  until  the  late  1920s  when 
public  utilities  commissions  were  formed 
(Belleville  1929  and  Oshawa  1930).  Urban 
electrification  normally  required  a cost  contract 
with  Ontario  Hydro  and  substantial  loca 
investment,  through  debentures,  in  transformers, 
power  lines  and  cables.  Such  costs  were  high  and 
some  municipalities  took  the  drastic  step  o 
disincorporating  to  avoid  the  costs  of  a municipa 


electricity  system. ^ Places  without  a date  in 
column  2 are  supplied  directly  by  Ontario  Hydro  as 
'rural  customers'  (e.g.  Hepworth  and  Vienna)  or  by 
private  companies.  A few  suburban  places  such  as 
Eastview  (Vanier)  and  Leaside  never  municipalized 
their  local  electricity  system  but  were  supplied 
by  the  larger  neighbouring  cities  of  Ottawa  and 
Toronto. 

Only  18  places  were  never  connected  to 
Ontario  Hydro  (column  3).  All  remaining  places 
were  connected  to  the  large  provincial  systems 
between  1910  (Kitchener)  and  1967  (Keewatin  and 
Kenora).  Places  without  a date  are  still  supplied 
by  a private  company  or  were  annexed  to  an 
adjacent  municipality  (for  example  Steelton). 
Fort  Frances  and  Sault  Ste  Marie  have  municipal 
systems  which  are  supplied  by  private  generating 
companies  (Boise-Cas cade  and  Great  Lakes  Power). 
Municipalities  served  by  private  companies  in  1981 
were : 


Bridgeburg,  Fort  Erie 
and  Crystal  Beach 


Gananoque 


Hilton  Beach  and 
Nesterville 

Iroquois  Falls  and 
Smooth  Rock  Falls 


- Canadian  Niagara 
Power  Co. 

- Inco  (Lome  Power 
Co . ) . 


- Gananoque  Light  and 
Water  Supply  Co. 

- Great  Lakes  Power 
Co . 

- Abitibi-Price  Inc. 


Bruce  Mines,  Copper  Cliff, 
Frood  Mines , Levack  and 
Lively 
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Cornwall  (municipalized  in  1977)  also  remains 
outside  the  Ontario  Hydro  network  and  continues  to 
draw  much  of  its  power  from  Quebec  as  it  has  since 
the  Cedars  Rapids-Massena  (N.Y.)  power  line  was 
completed  in  1914. 
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15  The  contracting  municipalities  were: 


Toronto 

Berlin 

Galt 

Guelph 


Preston 
St.  Thomas 
St.  Mary's 
Stratford 


Hespeler 

London 

New  Hamburg 


Waterloo 

Woodstock 

Ingersoll 


16  Electric  power  rates  in  Guelph  for  lighting 
and  'domestic  service'  were  reduced  from  12-14 
cents  per  kilowatt  hour  (kWh)  in  1902  under 
company  ownership  to  10  cents  per  kWh  in  1909 
when  the  system  was  municipally  owned.  Hydro 
supply  began  in  November  1910  and  rates  were 
reduced  to  5.2  cents  per  kWh  in  1913,  3.2 

cents  in  1918,  and  2.0  cents  in  1923.  See 
L.A.  Johnson,  History  of  Guelph  1827-1927 
(1977)  p.  285  and  HEPC  Annual  Report  1925, 
Statement  D. 


17  Bayfield  (1927,  re-incorporated  1965), 
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TABLE  5 


ELECTRICITY  SERVICES 

IN  ONTAR 

10  MUNICI PAL  1 T 1 

1 ES 

YEAR  OF  FI 

RST 

MUNICI PAL 

ONTARIO  HYDRO 

URBAN  PLACE 

ELECTRICI 

TY 

TAKEOVER 

CONNECTION 

ACTON 

1900M 

1913 

A 1 LSA  CRAIG 

1915 

1915 

1915 

AJAX 

1926 

1952 

1926 

ALEXANDRIA 

1895M 

1921 

ALFRED 

1954 

1952 

ALLANDALE 

1897 

. 

1913 

ALLI STON 

1901 

1918 

1918 

ALMONTE 

1904 

1908 

1945 

ALVI NSTON 

1904 

1922 

1922 

AMHERSTBURG 

1892 

1925 

1919 

ARKONA 

1907 

1926 

1926 

ARNPRIOR 

1895 

1939 

1929 

ARTHUR 

1899 

1916 

1916 

ASHBURNHAM 

1885 

1913 

ATHENS 

1928 

1928 

1928 

AURORA 

1888 

1943 

1920 

AYLMER 

1897 

1900 

1918 

AYR 

1902 

1914 

1914 

BALA 

1918 

1929 

BANCROFT 

1912 

1930 

1950 

BARRI E 

1889 

1901 

1913 

BARRY'S  BAY 

1927 

1950 

1949 

BATH 

1931 

1931 

1931 

BAYFIELD 

1927 

1927 

BEACHBURG 

. 

1961 

1961 

BEACHVI LLE 

1912 

1912 

1912 

BEAMSVI LLE 

1901 

1937 

1930 

BEAVERTON 

1910 

1914 

1914 

BEETON 

1899M 

1918 

BELLE  RIVER 

1922 

1922 

1922 

BELLEVILLE 

1885 

1929 

1916 

BELMONT 

1921 

1963 

1921 

BLENHEIM 

1898 

1901 

1915 

BLIND  RIVER 

1907 

1954 

BLOOMFIELD 

1919 

1919 

1919 

BLYTH 

191  1M 

1924 

BOBCAYGEON 

1904M 

, 

1946 

BOLTON 

1907 

1915 

1915 

BONFI ELD 

1947 

1947 
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ELECTRICITY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
ELECTRICITY 


MUNICIPAL  ONTARIO  HYDRO 

TAKEOVER  CONNECTION 


BOTHWELL 

BOWMANV I LLE 

BRACEBRIDGE 

BRADFORD 

BRAES  IDE 

BRAMPTON 

BRANTFORD 

BRIDGEBURG 

BRIDGEPORT 

BRIGHTON 

BROCKTON 

BROCKVI LLE 

BRONTE 

BRUCE  MINES 

BRUSSELS 

BURK'S  FALLS 

BURLINGTON 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

CACHE  BAY 

CALEDON  EAST 

CALEDONIA 

CAMPBELLFORD 

CANN I NGTON 

CAPREOL 

CARDINAL 

CARLETON  PLACE 

CASSELMAN 

CAYUGA 

CHALK  RIVER 

CHARLTON 

CHATHAM 

CHATSWORTH 

CHELMSFORD 

CHESLEY 

CHESTERVILLE 

CHI PPAWA 

CLIFFORD 

CLINTON 


1899M 

1887 
1892 
1918 

1886 

1885 

1903 

1928 

1907 

1888 
1889 

1929 
1 901 M 
1880 
1900 
1900 
1903 
1927 
1912 
1890M 
1889 
191  1 
1895 
1885 
1911 
1924 
1945 

1914 
1887 

1915 
1947 
1885 
1914 
1919 
1924 
1889 


1932 

1894 

1918 

1945 

1910 

1912 

1928 

1929 

1900 

1930 


1950 

1945 

1930 

1959 

1912 

1914 
1959 
1929 
1919 
1952 
1924 
1957 

1915 
1915 

1915 

1914 

1919 

1924 

1913 


1915 

1916 
1956 

1918 

1929 
191 1 

1914 

1928 

1916 

1911 

1915 

1930 

1924 

1950 

1930 

1930 

1950 

1927 

1912 
1959 

1914 
1935 
1930 

1919 
1952 
1924 
1945 
1945 

1915 

1915 
1947 

1916 
1914 
1919 
1924 
1914 


85 


ELECTRICITY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
ELECTRICITY 

MUNICI PAL 
TAKEOVER 

ONTARIO  HYDRO 
CONNECTION 

COBALT 

1910 

1945 

COBDEN 

1916M 

1934 

COBOURG 

1888 

1932 

1916 

COCHRANE 

1912M 

1959 

COLBORNE 

1896 

1932 

1916 

COLDWATER 

1913 

1913 

1913 

COLLINGWOOD 

1889M 

. 

1913 

CON  1 STON 

191 1 

1960 

1956 

COOKSTOWN 

1918 

1918 

1918 

COPPER  CLIFF 

1906 

CORNWALL 

1887 

1977 

COURTRIGHT 

1923 

1923 

1923 

CREEMORE 

1890 

1914 

1914 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

1914 

. 

. 

DEEP  RIVER 

1945 

1959 

1945 

DELH  1 

1907 

1938 

1938 

DELORO 

1911 

1916 

DESERONTO 

1910 

1931 

1916 

DRAYTON 

1895 

1909 

1918 

DRESDEN 

1889 

1901 

1915 

DRYDEN 

1908 

1953 

1954 

DUNDALK 

1900M 

1915 

DUNDAS 

1899 

1910 

191 1 

DUNNVI LLE 

1896 

1917 

1918 

DURHAM 

1890 

1915 

1915 

DUTTON 

1899M 

. 

1915 

EAST  TORONTO 

1893 

191 1 

EAST  WINDSOR 

1900 

1914 

EAST  YORK 

1918 

1925 

1918 

EGANVI LLE 

1895 

1947 

1952 

ELLIOT  LAKE 

1955 

1955 

ELMIRA 

1886 

1913 

1913 

ELMVALE 

1908 

1913 

1913 

ELORA 

1900 

1913 

1914 

EMBRO 

1901 

1914 

1914 

ENGLEHART 

1914 

1945 

ERIE  BEACH 

1925 

1925 

1925 

ERI EAU 

1924 

1924 

1924 

ELECTRICITY 


URBAN  PLAC,E 


ERIN 

ESPANOLA 

ESSEX 

ETOBICOKE 

EXETER 

FENELON  FALLS 

FERGUS 

FINCH 

FLESHERTON 
FONTHI LL 
FOREST 
FOREST  HILL 
FORT  ERIE 
FORT  FRANCES 
FORT  WILLIAM 
FRANKFORD 
FROOD  MINES 
GALT 

GANANOQUE 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

GEORGETOWN 

GERALDTON 

GLENCOE 

GODERICH 

GORE  BAY 

GRAND  BEND 

GRAND  VALLEY 

GRAVENHURST 

GRIMSBY 

GUELPH 

HAGERSV I LLE 

HA  I LEYBURY 

HAMILTON 

HANOVER 

HARRISTON 

HARROW 

HASTINGS 

HAVELOCK 


SERVICES  IN 

ONTARIO  MUNICI PALITI 

1 ES 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 

MUN 1 C 1 PAL 

ONTARIO  HYDRO 

ELECTRICITY 

TAKEOVER 

CONNECTION 

1900 

1950 

1945 

1911 

1960 

1960 

1914 

1924 

1919 

1908 

1917 

1917 

1897 

1915 

1916 

1900 

1903 

1967 

1900 

1914 

1914 

1928 

1928 

1928 

1895 

1915 

1915 

1909 

1926 

1926 

1890 

1912 

1917 

1919 

1938 

1938 

1903 

. 

• 

1910 

1912 

• 

1898M 

1926 

1910 

1949 

1937 

1911 

• 

1886 

191 1 

191 1 

1885 

1893 
1937 
1908M 
1887 
1939 
1926 

1897 
1892 
1889 
1887 
1913 
1912 

1898 
1889 
1892 

1899 

1894 
1903 


1913 


1906 

1954 

1916 

1903 

1942 

1903 

1913 

191 1 

1914 

1912 
1924 
1931 
1921 


1913 
1937 

1920 

1914 
1939 
1926 
1916 

1915 

1930 

1910 
1913 
1945 

1911 

1916 
1916 
1919 

1931 

1921 
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YEAR  OF  FIRST 


MUNICI PAL 


ONTARIO  HYDRO 


URBAN  PLACE 

ELECTRICITY 

TAKEOVER 

CONNECT 

HAWKESBURY 

1904 

1954 

1952 

HEARST 

1952 

1952 

HENSALL 

1901 

1916 

1916 

HEPWORTH 

1930 

1930 

HESPELER 

1890 

1900 

1911 

HIGHGATE 

1916 

1916 

1916 

HILTON  BEACH 

1931 

. 

H 1 NTONBERG 

. 

. 

1914 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

1933 

1933 

HUMBERSTONE 

1914 

1924 

1924 

HUNTSVILLE 

1896 

1915 

1916 

1 NGERSOLL 

1900 

1910 

1911 

IRON  BRIDGE 

1959 

IROQUOIS 

1 901  M 

1940 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1912 

JARVIS 

1924 

1924 

1924 

KAPUSKASING 

1921 

1959 

1952 

KEARNEY 

1938 

1938 

KEEWAT 1 N 

1907 

. 

1967 

KEMPTVI LLE 

1891 

1920 

1921 

KENORA 

1892 

1907 

1967 

KILLALOE  STATION 

1940 

1961 

1940 

KINCARDINE 

1889 

1894 

1921 

KINGSTON 

1888 

1904 

1917 

KINGSVILLE 

1898 

1924 

1919 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

1910 

1945 

KITCHENER 

1888 

1903 

1910 

L'ORIGNAL 

1912 

1953 

1945 

LA  SALLE 

1920 

1920 

1920 

LAKEF 1 ELD 

1907 

1920 

1920 

LANARK 

1921 

1921 

1921 

LANCASTER 

1921 

1921 

1921 

LARDER  LAKE 

1938 

1949 

1949 

LATCHFORD 

1950 

1959 

1950 

LEAMINGTON 

1888 

1924 

1919 

LEAS  IDE 

1916 

1929 

LEVACK 

191  1 

m 

LINDSAY 

1890 

1928 

1916 
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URBAN  PLACE 


LION'S  HEAD 
LI STOWEL 
LITTLE  CURRENT 
LIVELY 
LONDON 
LONDON  EAST 
LONDON  WEST 
LONG  BRANCH 
LUCAN 
LUCKNOW 
MADOC 

MAGNETAWAN 

MARKDALE 

MARKHAM 

MARMORA 

MASSEY 

MATHESON 

MATTAWA 

MAXVI LLE 

MEAFORD 

MERRICKVI LLE 

MERRITTON 

MIDLAND 

M I LDMAY 

MILLBROOK 

MILTON 

MILVERTON 

MIMICO 

MISSISSAUGA 

MITCHELL 

MORRISBURG 

MOUNT  FOREST 

NAPANEE 

NESTERVI LLE 

NEUSTADT 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

NEW  HAMBURG 

NEW  LISKEARD 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
ELECTRICITY 


1939 

1908M 

1914 

1883 

1890 

1900 

1918 

1899 
1897 
1910 
1922 
1896 
1890 

1900 
1925 
1934 
1896 
1920 

1889 

1915 

1899 
1893 

1895 

1896 

1900 

1916 
1910 
1913 
1902M 
1887 
1885 

1890 
1945 
1909 

1896 

1906 


MUNICI PAL 
TAKEOVER 


1910 


1931 

1915 

1921 

1930 

1951 

1915 

1920 

1910 

1960 


1921 

1924 

1950 

1920 

1899 

1932 

1938 

1908 

1916 

1912 

1912 

1901 

1901 

1930 

1918 

1910 


ONTARIO  HYDRO 
CONNECTION 


1939 

1916 

1941 

1910 

1910 

1910 
1918 

1915 
1921 

1916 

1951 
1916 

1920 

1921 

1952 
1934 

1953 
1921 
1924 
1950 
1920 

1911 
1930 
1916 
1913 
1916 

1912 

1913 
1911 
1938 

1915 

1916 

1918 

1914 
191 1 
1945 


ELECTRICITY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
ELECTRICITY 

MUNI  Cl  PAL 
TAKEOVER 

ONTARIO  H\ 
CONNECT  1 

NEW  TORONTO 

1914 

1914 

1914 

NEWBORO 

1900 

1948 

1948 

NEWBURGH 

1889 

1949 

1916 

NEWBURY 

1921 

1921 

1921 

NEWCASTLE 

1897 

1937 

1916 

NEWMARKET 

1890 

1945 

1920 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1891 

1915 

1915 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

. 

1915 

N 1 AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

1896 

1919 

1919 

NORTH  BAY 

1894 

1959 

1916 

NORTH  TORONTO 

1896 

1912 

NORTH  YORK 

1890 

1923 

1923 

NORWICH 

1891 

1912 

1912 

NORWOOD 

1890 

1921 

1921 

OAKVILLE 

1893 

1949 

1930 

OIL  SPRINGS 

1917 

1917 

1917 

OJ 1 BWAY 

1922 

. 

1922 

OMEMEE 

1907 

1940 

1918 

ORANGEVILLE 

1896 

1914 

1916 

ORILLIA 

1887 

1898 

1954 

OSHAWA 

1887 

1929 

1916 

OTTAWA 

1885 

1905 

1914 

OTTAWA  EAST 

. 

1914 

OWEN  SOUND 

1887 

1903 

1915 

PAISLEY 

1895 

1923 

1923 

PALMERSTON 

1909M 

. 

1916 

PARIS 

1888 

1901 

1914 

PARKDALE 

1881 

191 1 

PARKHI LL 

1883 

1920 

1920 

PARRY  SOUND 

1906M 

. 

1946 

PEMBROKE 

1884 

1967 

1967 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1889 

1911 

1911 

PERTH 

1896M 

. 

1919 

PETAWAWA 

, 

• 

1939 

PETERBOROUGH 

1884 

1916 

1913 

PETROL  1 A 

1894 

1911 

1916 

PICKERING 

1926 

1958 

1926 

PICTON 

1890 

1900 

1919 

ELECTRICITY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 

YEAR  OF  FIRST  MUNICIPAL  ONTARIO  HYDRO 

URBAN  PLACE  ELECTRICITY  TAKEOVER  CONNECTION 


PLANTAGENET 
POINT  EDWARD 
PORT  ARTHUR 
PORT  BURWELL 
PORT  CARLING 
PORT  COLBORNE 
PORT  CREDIT 
PORT  DALHOUS I E 
PORT  DOVER 
PORT  ELGIN 
PORT  HOPE 
PORT  MCNICOLL 
PORT  PERRY 
PORT  ROWAN 
PORT  STANLEY 
PORT  SYDNEY 
PORTSMOUTH 
POWASSAN 
PRESCOTT 
PRESTON 
RAINY  RIVER 
RENFREW 
RICHMOND 
RICHMOND  HILL 
RIDGETOWN 
R I PLEY 
RIVERSIDE 
ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 
ROCKLAND 
RODNEY 
ROSSEAU 
SANDWICH 
SARNIA 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 
SCARBOROUGH 
SEAFORTH 
SHALLOW  LAKE 
SHELBURNE 


1930 

1901 

1887 

1927 
1918 

1914 
1912 
1897 

1894 
1897 
1886 

1915 
1902M 

1895 

1906 
1933 
1904 

1907 
1899M 
1890 

1908 
1912M 

1928 

1896 
1888 
1921 
1922 
1914 

1892 
1917 
1924 
1896 

1893 
1888 

1894 
1893 
1947 
1883 


1964 

1916 

1891 

1955 

1924 

1912 

1912 

1921 

1929 

1930 
1915 

1926 

1912 


1905 

1918 

1928 

1925 

1912 

1921 

1922 

1922 

1917 
1931 
1924 
1916 
1916 

1918 
1910 

1915 


1964 

1916 

1910 

1927 

1929 

1924 
1912 
1912 
1921 

1930 

1916 

1915 
1922 
1926 
1912 
1933 

1917 

1916 

1913 
1910 
1962 
1944 

1928 

1925 

1915 

1921 

1922 

1914 
1954 

1917 

1931 

1915 

1916 

1918 
191 1 
1947 

1916 
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YEAR  OF  FIRST 

MUNICI PAL 

ONTARIO  HYDRO 

URBAN  PLACE 

ELECTRICITY 

TAKEOVER 

CONNECTION 

SIMCOE 

1889 

1914 

1915 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

1921 

1939 

1962 

SMITHS  FALLS 

1887 

1918 

1918 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

1917 

. 

SOUTH  RIVER 

1909 

1961 

1961 

SOUTHAMPTON 

1897 

1930 

1930 

SPRINGFIELD 

1917 

1917 

1917 

ST  CATHARINES 

1887 

1913 

1914 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

1922 

1922 

1922 

ST  ISIDORE 

1930 

1930 

ST  MARYS 

1889 

1895 

1911 

ST  THOMAS 

1887 

1905 

191 1 

STAYNER 

1900 

1913 

1913 

STEELTON 

1900 

. 

ST  1 RLI NG 

1910 

1930 

1916 

STITTSVILLE 

1950 

. 

1950 

STONEY  CREEK 

1900 

1946 

1930 

STOUFFV 1 LLE 

1894 

1923 

1923 

STRATFORD 

1888 

1910 

1910 

STRATHROY 

1888 

1904 

1914 

STREETSVI LLE 

1906 

1934 

1934 

STURGEON  FALLS 

1894 

1912 

1951 

STURGEON  POINT 

1940 

1940 

SUDBURY 

1895 

1930 

1930 

SUNDRIDGE 

191  1 

1952 

1952 

SUTTON 

1914 

1923 

1923 

SWANSEA 

1912 

1937 

1912 

TARA 

1906 

1918 

1918 

TAVISTOCK 

1890 

1916 

1916 

TECUMSEH 

1914 

1922 

1914 

TEESWATER 

1891 

1918 

1920 

THAMESV 1 LLE 

1898 

1904 

1915 

THEDFORD 

1910 

1922 

1922 

THESSALON 

1 901 M 

1956 

THORNBURY 

1889 

1913 

1944 

THORNLOE 

1912 

. 

1945 

THOROLD 

1887 

1920 

1921 

T 1 LBURY 

1894 

1915 

1915 

ELECTRICITY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


T I LLSONBURG 
TIMMINS 
TIVERTON 
TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

TOTTENHAM 

TRENTON 

TROUT  CREEK 

TWEED 

UXBRIDGE 

VAN  I ER 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

VIENNA 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVI LLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WARDSVI LLE 

WASAGA  BEACH 

WATERDOWN 

WATERFORD 

WATERLOO 

WATFORD 

WEBBWOOD 

WELLAND 

WELLESLEY 

WELLINGTON 

WEST  LORNE 

WESTON 

WESTPORT 

WHEATLEY 

WHITBY 

Wl ARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDERMERE 

WINDSOR 

Wl NGHAM 

WOODBRIDGE 

WOODSTOCK 

WOODVI LLE 

WROXETER 

WYOMING 

YORK 

YORKVI LLE 
ZURICH 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 

MUNICI PAL 

ONTARIO  HY 

ELECTRICITY 

TAKEOVER 

CONNECT  1 

191  1 

1911 

1911 

1912 

. 

1945 

1937 

, 

1937 

1883 

1911 

1911 

1900 

. 

191 1 

1894 

1902 

1918 

1886 

1931 

1916 

1939 

1939 

1899 

1930 

1916 

1884 

1922 

1922 

1908 

1914 

1886 

1953 

1952 

1914 

1923 

1914 

1937 

1937 

1886 

1930 

1930 

1886 

1914 

1914 

1886 

1914 

1915 

1919 

1921 

1921 

1924 

1954 

1924 

1911 

191 1 

1911 

1885 

1914 

1915 

1893 

1909 

1910 

1889 

1917 

1917 

1925 

1960 

1952 

1887 

1919 

1917 

1916 

1916 

1916 

1906 

1919 

1919 

1900 

1916 

1916 

1899 

1910 

1911 

1906 

1931 

1931 

1912 

1924 

1924 

1900 

1926 

1916 

1890 

1930 

1930 

1890 

1914 

1914 

1930 

1930 

1930 

1886 

1912 

1914 

1890 

1903 

1920 

1914 

1914 

1914 

1881 

1901 

1910 

1906 

1914 

1914 

1899 

. 

1929 

1916 

1916 

1916 

1890 

1919 

1913 

1888 

. 

191 1 

1895 

1917 

1917 
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6 . STREET  RAILWAYS  AND  INTERURBAN  LINES 


These  railways  are  a great  relief  to 
commercial  cities,  where  the  business  centre 
is  ever  extending,  and  pushing  the  population 
into  the  suburbs;  and  they  therefore  much 
increase  the  value  of  suburban  property  ... 
H.Y.  Hind  ( 1863) 1 


Much  of  the  plan  and  the  fabric  of  the  older 
areas  of  larger  Ontario  cities  was  shaped  by  the 
street  railway.  Beyond  the  cities,  interurban 
lines  provided  an  alternative  to  the  steam 
railways  for  regional  commuting,  recreational 
travel  and  even  freight  movements.  Both  types  of 
service  created  the  foundations  of  modern  suburban 
development  and  were  replaced  by  the  motor  vehicle 
which  has,  in  turn,  helped  to  shape  a new  wave  of 
urban  expansion. 


The  first  street  railway  was  opened  in 
Toronto  in  1861  and  the  last  was  completed  in 
Sudbury  in  1915  (Table  6A).  Street  railways  were 
developed  in  two  distinct  periods.  Fifteen 
systems,  developed  between  1861  and  1888,  used 
horse  traction  or  in  the  Hami 1 ton- Dundas  (1879) 
case  used  steam  motive  power.  A further  ten 
systems,  using  electric  traction  from  the 
beginning,  were  established  between  1891  (Port 
Arthur)  and  1915.  All  but  Chatham  (abandoned 
1890)  of  the  original  horse  and  steam  systems  were 
quickly  converted  to  electric  traction.  The 
electric  street  railway  was,  in  the  1890s,  a very 
important  symbol  of  civic  modernity  and  also 
served  to  promote  the  electrification  movement. 
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Table  6A 


Establishment  of  street  railways  and 


Decade 

interurban  systems 
Street  Railway 

Interurban 

1860-69 

2 

- 

1870-79 

9 

— 

1880-89 

4 

- 

1890-99 

7 

6 

1900-09 

1 

9 

1910-19 

2 

3 

25 

18 

Street  railway  construction  required  special 
powers  granted  by  legislation.  Until  the  Street 
Railway  Act  1883,  each  railway  system  needed  a 
special  act  of  the  legislature.  Companies  wer^ 
later  empowered  to  acquire  lands  for  parks. 
Systems  in  some  of  the  smaller  towns  were  rarely 
financially  viable  and  often  had  to  be  acquired  by 
the  municipality  when  the  private  company  faced 
bankruptcy.  The  Belleville  system,  opened  in  1877 
and  electrified  in  1895,  was  an  early  failure  when 
it  was  closed  in  1901. 

Municipal  ownership  was  less  significant  than 
with  other  major  public  utilities.  Port  Arthur 
was  the  only  municipality  to  initiate  a street 
railway  system  and  only  eight  other  urban  places 
acquired  the  public  transport  system  in  the  era  of 
street  railways.  Most  municipal  public  transport 
was  developed  or  acquired  after  the  abandonment  of 
street  railways.  The  city  of  London,  for  example, 
bought  the  local  bus  operator  in  1951,  eleven 
years  after  the  closure  of  the  street  railway 
system.  The  formation  of  the  Toronto 
Transportation  Commission  (TTC)  in  1921  was  the 
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largest  scheme  of  municipal  operation. 

Street  railway  systems  varied  enormously  in 
size.  At  its  peak  the  TTC  operated  over  237  miles 
of  line  while  the  Welland  system  had  only  3 miles 
of  track.  Most  of  the  extension  of  lines  was 
completed  by  1919  although  some  municipalities, 
such  as  Eastview  (Vanier),  were  connected  to  their 
large  neighbours  in  the  1920s.  From  this  time 
street  railways  were  subjected  to  growing 
competition  from  private  automobiles  and  buses. 
The  smaller  systems  were  the  first  to  succumb. 
St.  Thomas  (1926)  and  Peterborough  (1927)  were  the 
earliest  to  close.  Kingston  (1930),  Sarnia 
(1931),  Guelph  and  Windsor  (1939),  Oshawa,  London 
and  Brantford  (1940)  followed  closely.  All 
remaining  systems  except  Ottawa  (1959)  were  closed 
by  1951  and  replaced  by  buses.  Toronto  now  has 
one  of  the  few  remaining  street  railway  systems  in 
North  America. 

Interurban  electric  railways  were  developed 
during  the  period  from  1890  to  1919.  The  earliest 
systems  were  essentially  a extension  of  street 
railway  lines;  others  such  as  the  Niagara  Falls 
Park  and  River  Railway  (1893)  were  seasonal 
tourist  lines.  Eighteen  systems  were  developed, 
with  significant  concentrations  in  Windsor-Essex, 
the  Grand  Valley  area,  Niagara,  Hamilton  and 
Toronto.  There  were  isolated  systems  centred  on 
Chatham,  London,  Woodstock  and  Cobalt-Haileybury- 
New  Liskeard.  Interurban  lines,  which  provided 
fast  passenger  services  usually  with  a minimum  of 
hourly  frequencies,  became  significant  competitors 
to  mainline  railways.  These  lines  were  very 
important  for  urban  recreational  travel,  linking 
inland  towns  with  Lake  Erie  resorts,  connecting 
lake  steamers  and  towns  with  Niagara  Falls,  and 
providing  a service  from  Toronto  to  Lake  Simcoe. 
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The  last  interurban  line  to  be  built  in  Ontario 
was  the  Toronto  Suburban  Railway  which  reached 
Guelph  in  1917. 

The  interurban  lines  had  a comparatively 
short  working  life.  Their  seasonal  tourist 
traffic  began  to  be  eroded  by  the  rapid  increase 
in  the  use  of  automobiles  in  the  1920s,  and  for 
many  systems  the  capital  and  operating  costs  were 
too  high  in  relation  to  the  potential  market  being 
served.  In  spite  of  high  costs  and  a limited 
demand,  Adam  Beck  almost  succeded  in  promoting  the 
construction  of  a large  radial  railway  system 
under  the  auspices  of  Ontario  Hydro.  The  scheme 
failed  to  gain  government  support  although  Hydro 
became  the  operator  of  the  Windsor  and  Guelph 
street  railway  and  interurban  lines. ^ The 
Chatham,  Wallaceburg  and  Lake  Erie  line  was  the 
first  to  be  abandoned  in  1927,  and  the  last  line 
from  Thorold  to  Port  Colborne  was  closed  to 
passenger  service  in  1959.  The  interurbans,  at 
their  maximum  period  of  development  in  the  early 
1920s,  had  553  miles  of  line.  The  costs  of 
interurban  lines  were  high  and  in  some  cases  the 
debenture  burden  was  very  severe.  The  debt  burden 
of  the  Sandwich,  Windsor  and  Amherstburg  Railway 
was  a major  contributor  to  the  bankruptcy  of  manv 
municipalities  in  the  Border  Cities  area  in  1934. 

The  street  railway  and  interurban  systems 
reached  out  beyond  the  main  urban  centres.  Table 
6 shows  that  57  places  were  served  by  street 
railway  and  65  were  served  by  interurban  lines. 
The  table  was  developed  from  the  basic 
questionnaires  circulated  to  public  libraries  and 
supplemented  from  other  sources.  There  were 
problems  in  defining  interurban  lines  since  some 
routes  operated  in  much  the  same  way  as  the  steam 
railways,  providing  freight  as  well  as  passenger 
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services.  Some  of  these  lines,  such  as  the  London 
and  Port  Stanley,  and  Grand  River  Railway  and  the 
Lake  Erie  and  Northern  were  also  included  in 
section  4.  Establishing  the  date  of  opening  of 
lines  proved  to  be  as  difficult  as  with  railways 
and  more  detailed  research  in  company  records  and 
local  newspapers  is  obviously  necessary. 

NOTES 


1 H.Y.  Hind  et  al.,  Eighty  years  progress  in 
British  North  America  (Toronto,  1863),  quoted 
in  B.  Sinclair,  N.R.  Ball  and  J.O.  Peterson, 
Let  us  be_  honest  and  modest : Technology  and 
society  in  Canadian  history  (Toronto.  Oxford 
University  Press,  1974),  p.  257. 

2 Windsor  and  St.  Catharines  were  the  earliest 
to  be  electrified  in  1 886  and  1887 
respectively. 

3 Street  Railways  Act  1896,  Statutes  of_  Ontario 
59  Viet.  chap.  50  s.3  (5).  Parks  and  pleasure 
grounds  were  commonly  established  in  outer 
suburban  areas  as  a means  of  promoting  Sunday 
traffic. 

4 The  Toronto  Civic  Railway  established  in  1911 

was  a partial  competitor  to  the  private 
Toronto  Railway  Company.  The  Toronto  systems 
are  described  in  detail  in  M.J.  Doucet, 
'Politics,  space  and  trolleys:  mass  transit  in 
early  twentieth-century  Toronto,'  in  G.A. 
Stelter  and  A.F.J.  Artibise,  eds.  Shaping  the 
urban  landscape : aspects  of  the  Canadian  city- 
building  process  (Ottawa:  Carleton  University 

Press,  1982)  pp.  356—81. 

5 See:  'Reports  of  Commission  appointed  to 

inquire  into  the  Hydro-Electric  Railways,' 
Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1922,  Vol.  LIV,  part 

T. 

6 J.F.  Due,  The  intercity  railway  industry  in 

Canada  (Toronto:  University  of  Toronto  Press, 

1966)  pp.  69-70. 


SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  6 


There  is  no  comprehensive  source  for  street 
railways.  Some  details  are  found  in  the  annual 
reports  of  the  Department  of  Railways  and  Canals 
(Canada  Sessional  Papers ) and  in  the  more 
accessible  Canada  Year  Book.  Government  sources 
rarely  distinguished  between  street  railways  and 
interurban  lines,  but  merely  presented  data  under 
the  generic  heading  of  'electric  railways. 
Details  of  the  Toronto  system  were  derived  from 
L.H.  Purs  ley,  Street  railways  of  Toronto  1861-1921 
(Los  Angeles,  Interurban  Electric  Railway 
Publications,  1958)  and  J.F.  Bromley  and  J.  May, 
Fifty  years  of  progressive  transit:  A history  of_ 
the  Toronto  Transit  Commission  (New  York:  Electric 
Railroaders  Association,  1973).  Other  works 
include:  C.K.  Morningstar,  From  dobbin  to  diesel 
(London:  London  Transportation  Commission,  1973) 
and  N.F.  Morrison,  Garden  gateway  to  Canada:  One^ 
hundred  years  of  Windsor  and  Essex  county  1854^ 
1954  (Windsor:  Herald  Press,  1954). 

Interurban  systems  are  comprehensively 
analyzed  in  J.F.  Due,  The  intercity  electric 
railway  industry  in  Canada  (Toronto:  University  of 
Toronto  Press'7l966).  Additional  details  on  the 
Niagara  systems  were  found  in  G.R.  Stevens, 
History  of  Canadian  National  Vol.  2 (Toronto: 
Clarke,  Irwin,  1962)  pp.  380-383  and  J.M.  Mills, 
The  Niagara,  St.  Catharines  and  Toronto  Railway 
(Toronto:  Ontario  Railway  Historical  Association, 

1967).  Other  major  systems  were  described  in  J.M. 
Mills,  Cataract  traction:  the  railways  of  Hamilton 
(Toronto:  Ontario  Railway  Historical  Association, 

1971)  and  J.M.  Mills,  Traction  on  the  Grand 
(Montreal:  Railfare  Enterprises,  1977). 


TABLE  6 


STREET  RAILWAYS  AND  ELECTRIC  INTERURBAN  RAILWAYS 
IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

STREET  RAILWAY  ELECTRIC  INTERURBAN 


ACTON 

AMHERSTBURG 

ASHBURNHAM 

AURORA 

BEACHVI LLE 

BEAMSVI LLE 

BELLEVILLE 

BRANTFORD 

BROCKTON 

BURLINGTON 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

CHATHAM 

COBALT 

COPPER  CLI FF 

CORNWALL 

DUNDAS 

EAST  TORONTO 
EAST  WINDSOR 
ERIE  BEACH 
ESSEX 
ETOBICOKE 
FONTHI LL 
FORT  WILLIAM 
GALT 

GEORGETOWN 

GRIMSBY 

GUELPH 

HA  I LEYBURY 

HAMILTON 

HESPELER 

H I NTONBERG 

I NGERSOLL 

KINGSTON 

KINGSVILLE 

KITCHENER 

LA  SALLE 

LEAMINGTON 

LONDON 

LONDON  EAST 

LONDON  WEST 


1893 


1876 

1886 

1882 


1885 

1915 

1896 

1879 

1880 
1907 


1893 

1894 

1895 
1874 
1903 
1877 
1888 


1875 

1875 

1893 


1917 

1903 

1899 

1900 

1896 

1903 

1897 
1896 
1905 
1910 


1893 

1907 

1908 
1907 

1895 
1907 

1904 

1917 

1894 
1917 
1910 
1894 

1896 

1901 

1907 
1903 
1903 

1908 
1906 


98 


STREET  RAILWAYS  AND 

ELECTRIC  1 

NTERURBAN  RAILWAYS 

IN  ONTARI 

10  MUNICI PALITIES 

YEAR 

OF  FIRST 

YEAR  OF  F 

URBAN  PLACE  STREET  RAILWAY 

ELECTRIC  1 NT 

LONG  BRANCH 

1894 

MERRITTON 

1882 

1900 

MIMICO 

1894 

• 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

1866 

NEW  LISKEARD 

. 

1910 

NEW  TORONTO 

1894 

NEWMARKET 

. 

1899 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1886 

1893 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

. 

1913 

NORTH  TORONTO 

1890 

1890 

NORTH  YORK 

1890 

1890 

OAKVILLE 

1 906 

OJ 1 BWAY 

1903 

OSHAWA 

1895 

OTTAWA 

1866 

1897 

PARIS 

. 

1903 

PARKDALE 

1880 

• 

PETERBOROUGH 

1893 

• 

POINT  EDWARD 

1874 

• 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1891 

• 

PORT  COLBORNE 

. 

1911 

PORT  CREDIT 

. 

1 905 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

1893 

1 901 

PORT  DOVER 

. 

1917 

PORT  STANLEY 

. 

1915 

PORTSMOUTH 

1877 

• 

PRESTON 

1894 

1904 

RICHMOND  HILL 

. 

1896 

RIVERSIDE 

1907 

• 

ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 

1900 

• 

SANDWICH 

1874 

1903 

SARNIA 

1875 

• 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

1903 

• 

SCARBOROUGH 

. 

1 901 

SIMCOE 

. 

1917 

ST  CATHARINES 

1874 

1900 

ST  THOMAS 

1879 

1907 

STONEY  CREEK 

. 

1894 

SUDBURY 

1915 

• 
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STREET  RAILWAYS  AND  ELECTRIC  I NTERURBAN  RAILWAYS 
IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


SUTTON 

SWANSEA 

TECUMSEH 

THOROLD 

TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

VAN  I ER 

WALKERVI LLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WATERFORD 

WATERLOO 

WELLAND 

WESTON 

WINDSOR 

WOODBRIDGE 

WOODSTOCK 

YORK 

YORKVI LLE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
STREET  RAILWAY 


1892 

1882 

1861 

1892 

1924 

1886 


1888 

1912 

1895 

1874 


1880 

1861 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
ELECTRIC  I NTERURBAN 


1909 

1907 

1900 

1890 

1895 

1907 
1905 
1916 
1905 

1908 
1913 
1903 
1913 
1900 


100 
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7.  WATERWORKS  AND  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS 

Every  community  has  a responsibility  toward 
its  citizens  in  the  matter  of  protection 
against  fire  ...  . In  all  civilized 

communities  ...  'the  civic  conscience 
assents  to  the  enforcement  of  laws  directed 
toward  the  prevention  of  fire-breeding 
conditions  and  to  the  allocation  of  public 
funds  to  maintain  organizations  for  the 
extinguishment  of  fires  that  cannot  be 
prevented  ...  Apart  from  the  importance  of  a 
public  water  supply  from  domestic,  sanitary 
and  industrial  standpoints,  its  economic 
value  in  furnishing  a ready  means  of 
controlling  fires  is  unquestionable. 

- J.  Grove  Smith,  Fire  waste  in  Canada 
(Ottawa:  Commission  of  Conservation,  1918) 
pp . 216-17. 

If  the  domestic  sewage  which  now  discharges, 
by  means  of  underground  sewers,  directly  into 
streams,  rivers  and  lakes,  without  any  form 
of  treatment,  were  treated  to  the  extent  of 
the  elimination  and  destruction  of  the  sewage 
bacteria,  at  least  fifteen  hundred  lives 
could  be  saved  annually  in  Canada  from  death 
by  typhoid  alone. 

- Cited  by  Leo  G.  Denis,  Water  works  and 
sewerage  systems  (Ottawa:  Commission  of 

Conservation,  1916)  p.  5. 

Waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  were 
developed  relatively  late  as  urban  services,  but 
both  were  made  essential  by  the  quickening  pace  of 
urban  growth.  By  1880,  only  three  urban  centres 
had  sewerage  systems,  and  21  claimed  systems  of 
piped  water,  though  some  of  these  were  very  small. 


Municipal  governments  had  to  become  more  directly 
involved  in  operating  these  services  as  they  were 
less  profitably  attractive  to  private  enterprise 
than  the  early  gas,  electricity  or  street  railway 
systems.  However,  urban  municipalities  were  not 
compelled  by  law  to  provide  either  service,  and 
usually  delayed  action  until  forced  by  some  crisis 
such  as  a conflagration  or  epidemic. 

Until  the  1880s,  the  main  reason  for  a system 
of  piped  water  was  to  provide  some  means  of 
fighting  the  frequent  fires  in  all  sizes  of  urban 
place.  The  high  cost  of  fine  risk  for  commercial 
and  industrial  enterprise  led  boards  of  trade  to 
urge  municipal  councils  to  enforce  methods  of  fire 
prevention  and  to  provide  means  of  fighting  those 
fires  which  could  not  be  prevented.  Fire 
insurance  companies,  which  expanded  their  business 
enormously  between  the  1830s  and  the  1880s, 
offered  much  more  favourable  rates  to  clients 
located  in  cities  and  towns  with  building  codes 
which  forbade  wooden  structures,  and  with 
professional  fire  departments  and  waterworks 
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systems . 

The  pioneer  waterworks  systems  of  the  1840s 
were  both  begun  by  private  companies.  In  Toronto, 
franchises  to  supply  both  gas  and  water  were 
granted  to  Albert  Furniss,  who  controlled  the 
Montreal  Gas  Works.  Furniss  continued  to  operate 
the  waterworks  until  1871,  despite  repeated 
complaints  of  inadequate  service  (in  1856  only 
one-ninth  of  all  houses  were  connected  to  the 
system)  and  threatened  competition  from  rival 
companies.  Finally  the  city  purchased  the  private 
system  and  undertook  a considerable  expansion  in 
the  mid-1870s,  administering  it  by  a board  of 
elected  commissioners.  Kingston's  waterworks, 
begun  by  a private  company  in  1849,  was  to  be 


taken  over  by  the  city  in  1886. 


Table  7A 

Ontario  urban  places  by  decade  of  first 
waterworks  service 


Total  places  Systems  started 

first  served  by  council 


1840-49 

2 

1850-59 

- 

1860-69 

1 

1 

1870-79 

18 

11 

1880-89 

37 

15 

1890-99 

52 

39 

1900-09 

46 

36 

1910-19 

36 

23 

1920-29 

40 

32 

1930-39 

11 

9 

1940-49 

29 

24 

1950-59 

21 

19 

1960-69 

18 

17 

1970-79 

16 

15 

1980-82 

4 

4 

Total 

331 

245 

Waterworks  in  the  other  three  of  Ontario's 
larger  cities  were  developed  by  the  municipal 
council.  Hamilton's  system,  officially  opened  by 
the  Prince  of  Wales  in  1860,  had  been  prompted  by 
the  1854  cholera  epidemic  and  a rash  of  fires. 
After  nearly  20  years  of  proposals,  Ottawa's 
waterworks  began  operating  in  1874,  using  the  new 
technology  of  the  high  pressure  or  'Holly' 
system.'*  Technology  was,  however,  far  from  being 
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the  only  factor  in  developing  a new  waterworks 
system;  in  Ottawa  and  elsewhere,  inertia  and  civic 
parsimony  could  delay  implementation  of  what  was 
technologically  possible.  London's  municipal 
waterworks  did  not  begin  operating  till  1877.  Of 
the  16  other  waterworks  systems  started  in  the 
1870s,  those  of  Windsor,  Mitchell  St.  Thomas, 
Uxbridge,  St.  Catharines,  Sarnia,  Seaforth, 
Wingham  and  Guelph  were  municipal  ventures,  while 
private  companies  were  given  franchises  in 
Brantford,  Orillia,  Yorkville,  Barrie,  Tilsonburg 
and  Brampton  ° (Table  7A). 

Urban  waterworks  systems  were  begun  in 
considerable  numbers  from  the  1880s.  Legislation 
to  guide  the  granting  of  franchises  to  private 
companies  by  municipal  councils  was  passed  in 
1882.  In  this  decade  municipal  systems  were 
outnumbered  by  the  waterworks  developed  by  private 
companies,  notably  in  the  larger  and  middle-sized 
centres.  Towns  and  cities  like  Brockville,  Owen 
Sound,  Woodstock,  Peterborough,  Stratford, 
Belleville,  Cornwall,  Sault  Ste  Marie  and  Berlin 
granted  franchises  to  private  companies,  while 
places  like  Dundas,  Paris,  Morrisburg,  Aurora  and 
Wiarton  constructed  municipal  systems.  The  case 
of  Berlin  may  illustrate  the  process.  After 
several  tentative  attempts  by  the  town  council  in 
the  early  1880s,  the  question  of  a waterworks  was 
taken  up  seriously  in  1886,  when  the  board  of 
trade  urged  a Holly  system  like  those  already 
operating  in  Guelph,  Stratford  and  Woodstock.  But 
the  ratepayers  rejected  a by-law  to  start  a 
municipal  system.  The  Berlin  Council  then  sought 
tenders  from  private  companies  for  a system  of  six 
and  a half  miles  of  cast-iron  pipes  with  up  to  85 
hydrants  and  outlets  for  street  sprinkling  as  well 
as  four  drinking  fountains.  A contract  was 
finally  signed  with  Messrs  Moffat,  Hodgkins  & 
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Clark  of  Watertown,  N.Y.,  which  operated  40 
waterworks  plants  in  North  American  cities, 
including  eight  in  Ontario  by  1897.  The  company 
undertook  to  provide  'a  full  and  sufficient  supply 
of  water  for  fire  and  domestic  purposes'  which  was 
also  'pure,  good  and  wholesome,’  in  return  for  a 
ten-year  monopoly  franchise  with  an  exemption  from 
local  taxation  on  its  property. 

By  1891,  65  urban  centres  were  served  by 

waterworks  systems.  Of  those  places  with  at  least 
4,500  population,  all  but  Port  Hope  had  waterworks 
service,  but  the  proportions  were  lower  among  the 
smaller  centres  (Table  7B). 


Table  7B 

Waterworks  operating  in  1891  related  to 
— size  of  urban  centres 


Size-Class  of 

Total  No. 

No.  Centres 

Urban  Centre 

Centres 

Waterworks 

4,500  & over 

27 

26 

3,000-4,500 

23 

8 

1,500-3,000 

58 

17 

900-1,500 

64 

9 

Other 

5 

Total 

65 

From  the 

1890s, 

two  factors 

became 
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waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  and  in  the  manner 
of  their  operation.  One  was  acceptance  of  the 
'germ  theory'  of  disease  and  its  corollary,  that  a 
system  of  pure  water  depended  on  a parallel  but 
separate  system  for  disposing  of  human  and 
industrial  wastes.  This  sanitary  revolution  in 


attitudes  and  responsibilities  gave  greater  powers 
to  the  boards  of  public  health  set  up  by  the 
Public  Health  Acts  of  1882  and  1884  in  the  larger 
urban  centes.  The  other  factor  was  the 
realization  that  private  companies  could  not 
profitably  operate  satisfactory  systems  to  provide 
urban  water  which  was  both  wholesome  for  human 
consumption  and  efficient  for  fighting  fires. 


Table  7C 

Ontario  urban  places  by  decade  of 
first  sewer  system 


Before  1880 

4 

1880-89 

9 

1890-99 

30 

1900-09 

21 

1910-19 

39 

1920-29 

31 

1930-39 

8 

1940-49 

17 

1950-59 

23 

1960-69 

34 

1970-79 

64 

1980-82 

16 

Total 

296 

Until  properly  integrated  sewer  systems  were 
built  in  the  late  nineteenth  century  in  the  larger 
urban  centres,  people  disposed  of  slops  and  waste 
in  privies.8  These  were  periodically  emptied, 
their  'night  soil'  being  used  as  manure.  The  most 
efficient  sewer  system,  established  in  the  larger 
cities,  was  the  water-carriage  system,  by  which 


water  carried  the  wastes  by  gravity  to  the  sewer 
outfall.  Effluents  were  discharged  into  streams, 
rivers  and  lakes  - as  Toronto's  wastes  were 
discharged  into  Ashbridge's  Bay  - and  the  only 
'treatment'  was  dilution.  All  too  often,  the 
sewer  outfall  emptied  into  the  same  water-body 
from  which  a community's  drinking  water  was  drawn. 
Not  surprisingly,  typhoid  fever  was  a constant 
hazard,  especially  in  the  summer  months. 


Only  four  cities  claim  to  have  had  a sewer 
system  by  1872,  while  another  nine  put  in  sewers 
during  the  1880s  (Table  7C).  The  most  sanitary 
and  economical  system  was  then  considered  to  be 
the  small-gauge  sewer  which  excluded  all  storm  and 
rainwater,  and  could  be  easily  inspected  and 
cleaned.  By  1891,  24  urban  centres  had  sewer 
systems;  16  of  these  had  at  least  5,000 
population,  but  some  larger  places  were  still 
without  sewers,  such  as  Ottawa,  Guelph,  St. 
Thomas,  Peterborough,  Woodstock,  Galt,  Port  Hope 
and  Lindsay.  Sewerage  schemes  had  to  be 
undertaken  directly  by  municipal  council,  and  the 
need  to  gain  ratepayer  assent  to  borrow  the 
necessary  capital  tended  to  delay  early  proposals. 
Individual  property-owners  also  might  refuse  to  be 
connected  to  the  system,  thus  frustrating  its 
efficiency.  Between  1890  and  1910,  another  50 
places  achieved  sewerage  systems,  and  there  were 
also  noteworthy  advances  in  methods  of  treatment 
and  disposal.  A pioneer  in  such  improved  services 
was  the  engineer  Willis  Chipman  (1855-1929)  who 
designed  many  waterworks  and  sewerage  systems  from 
1890,  not  only  in  Ontario  but  also  across  Canada 
from  Halifax  to  Victoria. ^ New  treatment  methods 
included  the  use  of  sprinkling  filters,  by  which 
sewage  was  passed  through  screening  chambers  and  a 
liquefying  tank,  then  sprinkled  through  filters 
over  a bed  of  crushed  rock.  The  stones  were 
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coated  with  slime  containing  bacteria  which  fed  on 
the  organic  matter  in  the  sewage  and  thus 
decomposed  it,  so  that  it  could  be  safely  used  as 
compost  or  manure. 


Table  7D 

Municipal  takeovers  of  private  waterworks 
systems , by  decade 


1870-79  2 
1880-89  7 
1890-99  10 
1900-09  8 
1910-09  7 
1920-29  9 
1930-39  5 
1940-49  4 
1950-59  4 
1960-69  1 
1970-79  1 
1980-  1 
Total  59 


The  move  to  municipal  ownership  and  operation 
of  urban  waterworks  systems  gained  strength  in  the 
1890s.  From  this  time,  well  over  half  (usually  at 
least  70  percent)  of  all  new  waterworks  were  begun 
by  the  municipal  council  directly  (Table  7A). 
Existing  systems,  developed  by  private  companies, 
tended  to  be  taken  over  by  the  council  as  soon  as 
the  term  of  the  franchise  expired.  The  companies 
tried  to  protect  their  interests  by  special 
provincial  legislation  which  compelled  a 
municipality  to  buy  the  rights  and  property  of  any 
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existing  company  before  it  could  establish  its  own 
system;  they  also  engaged  in  protracted  litigation 
to  obtain  the  most  favourable  selling  price.  But 
the  'public  ownership'  movement  was  supported  by  a 
powerful  rhetoric,  including  appeals  to  successful 
models  in  Britain  and  elsewhere  and  especially  the 
claim  that  'municipal  socialism'  would  be  cheaper 
and  more  efficient  than  private  enterprise.  By 
1900,  19  of  the  36  waterworks  started  by  private 
companies  to  that  date  had  been  taken  over  by 
municipalities,  and  were  usually  administered  by 
boards  of  waterworks  commissioners.  The  trend  to 
municipal  ownership  and  operation  would  continue, 
so  that  by  1950  there  were  hardly  any  private 
waterworks  companies  left  (Table  7D) . 

The  research  studies,  on  public  health  and 
fire  waste,  undertaken  by  the  Canada  Commission  of 
Conservation  between  1912  and  1918,  provide  a 
detailed  inventory  of  Ontario's  waterworks  and 
sewerage  systems  by  this  time.  Though  the 
Commission  found  much  to  deplore  in  the  state  of 
these  services  — as  in  the  statements  quoted  at 
the  beginning  of  this  chapter  - clearly  there  had 
been  considerable  progress.  By  1915,  there  were 
160  separate  waterworks  systems  serving  almost  all 
Ontario  urban  centres  with  at  least  1500 
population,  as  well  as  some  smaller  places;  97 
places  had  a sewer  system  of  some  sort. 

While  additional  places  obtained  these 
services  between  1915  and  1930,  perhaps  the 
greatest  advances  were  in  the  quality  of  the 
service.  A system  of  piped  water  did  not 
necessarily  mean  that  the  water  was  safe  to  drink 
in  all  seasons,  and  sewerage  systems  were  all  too 
often  grossly  over-loaded  without  efficient  means 
of  disposing  of  the  effluent.  In  1912,  the 
provincial  Board  of  Health  was  strengthened  and 


empowered  to  inspect  all  sewers  and  waterraains, 
and  to  compel  municipalities  to  make  improvements. 
From  the  1920s,  the  Board  of  Health  required  the 
chlorination  of  water  as  well  as  the 
pasteurization  of  milk,  to  reduce  the  incidence  of 
typhoid  and  tuberculosis,  and  urged  the  more 
efficient,  activated-sludge  method  of  sewage 
treatment.  The  work  of  Dr.  Albert  Berry  as 
director  of  the  Board  of  Health's  division  of 
sanitary  engineering  was  of  great  importance. 

By  1930,  70  sewerage  systems  in  Ontario  had 

treatment  plants,  and  25  of  these  used  the 
activated  sludge  method  which  accelerated  the 
process  of  decomposition.  By  1930,  there  were 
also  237  urban  centres  with  waterworks  service, 
though  the  quality  of  service  varied  considerably. 

During  the  years  1931  to  1 94  5 , the 
construction  of  waterworks  and  sewer  systems  was 
slowed  almost  to  a halt.  Only  8 new  places  gained 
water  service  and  7 a sewerage  system.  Sewerage 
systems  became  overloaded,  by  the  additional 
wastes  of  growing  urban  populations  and  especially 
by  the  vastly  increased  liquid  industrial  wastes. 
The  financial  problems  of  municipalities  were 
helped  somewhat  by  a 1943  amendment  to  the 
Municipal  Act  which  allowed  them  to  finance  such 
projects  by  a user  rate  rather  than  from  general 
taxes.  And  in  1950  the  Municipal  Improvement 
Corporation  was  established  to  help  municipalities 
borrow  money  for  sanitary  works  at  low  rates  of 
interest.^  By  the  mid-1950s,  286  urban  centres 
had  waterworks  service,  and  173  had  sewerage 
systems  (of  which  54  were  activated  sludge 
plants ) . 

The  establishment  of  the  Ontario  Water 
Resources  Commission  in  1956  had  great 
significance  in  facilitating  more  and  better 


waterworks  and  sewerage  services  through  the 
province.  Dr.  Albert  Berry  was  general  manager 
and  chief  engineer  until  his  retirement  in  1963. 
The  commission's  mandate  was  to  build,  finance  and 
operate  sewage  disposal  and  water  treatment 
facilities  in  Ontario.  In  1972,  the  OWRC  was 
merged  into  the  new  Ministry  of  the  Environment, 
which  continued  with  the  same  mandate.  The 
commission  dramatically  increased  the  number  of 
water  and  sewer  systems  in  Ontario,  both  by 
assisting  municipalities  to  undertake  the  work 
themselves,  or  by  directly  building  and  operating 
regional  systems  which  would  serve  several 
municipalities.  The  largest  example  of  a regional 
system  is  the  York-Durham  water  pollution 
treatment  system  which  is  designed  to  serve  a 
population  of  800,000.  In  1960,  the  federal 
government,  through  the  Central  Mortgage  and 
Housing  Corporation,  agreed  to  pay  two-thirds  of 
the  cost  of  certain  parts  of  sewage  treatment 
works,  and  the  OWRC  undertook  to  finance  the 
remaining  costs.^ 

With  such  financial  and  technical  help,  the 
numbers  of  municipalities  with  water  and  sewer 
services  increased  impressively  between  1956  and 
the  early  1980s  (Tables  7A  and  7C).  By  1982,  only 
38  of  all  the  defined  urban  centres  in  Ontario  had 
no  waterworks  service,  and  only  61  had  no  sewer 
system  - all  of  them  very  small  communities  still 
dependent  on  private  wells  and  septic  tanks.  In 
more  than  half  the  municipalities  with  these 
services,  they  were  directly  operated  by  the 
provincial  government  through  the  Ministry  of  the 
Environment . 
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NOTES 


1 For  a survey  of  urban  fires,  see  John  C. 

Weaver  and  Peter  De  Lottinville,  'The 
conflagration  and  the  city:  disaster  and 

progress  in  British  North  America  during  the 
nineteenth  century,'  His toire  social e/ Socia  1 
History  XIII,  26  (Nov.  1980)  pp.  417-51. 

2 Ibid,  p.  443.  By  1875,  90  fire  insurance 
companies  had  offices  in  Ontario,  many  of  them 
mutual  companies  serving  a single  county. 

3 For  the  complicated  history  of  the  Toronto 
system,  see  Elwood  Jones  and  Douglas  McCalla, 
'Toronto  watersorks,  1840-77:  continuity  and 
change  in  Toronto  politics,  Canadian 
Historical  Review  LX,  3 (Sept.  1979)  pp.  300- 
23. 

4 John  C.  Weaver,  Hami 1 ton , an  illustrated 

history  (Toronto:  James  Lorimer  and  National 
Museum  of  Man,  1982)  p.  68;  C.G.  Furry, 
History  of  Hami 1 ton  waterworks  (Hamilton: 
Corporation  of  the  City  of  Hamilton,  1959); 
William  and  Evelyn  James,  'A  sufficient 
quantity  of  pure  and  wholesome  water':  the 

story  of  Hami 1 ton's  old  pumphouse  (London: 
Phelps  Publishing  Co.  1978). 

5 John  H.  Taylor,  'Fire,  disease  and  water  in 
Ottawa:  an  introduction,'  Urban  History  Review 
VIII,  1 (June  1979),  pp.  T^W. 
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6 The  systems  in  Mitchell,  Uxbridge,  Seaforth, 
Wingham,  and  Tilsonburg  were  very  small  and 
for  fire  protection  only.  An  early  system  in 
Caledonia  involved  pumping  by  the  Grand  Trunk 
Railway  and  distribution  by  the  village 

council. 

7 For  a useful  summary  of  early  Berlin 

waterworks  history,  see  H.J.  Bowman,  The 
water  supply  of  Berlin,'  paper  read  at  the 
Ontario  Executive  Health  Officers'  Convention 
(September  1902)  and  reprinted  in  Berlin  News_ 
Record  8 September  1902. 

8 For  a brief  outline,  see  Ann  Marshall,  From 
privy  to  full  treatment:  a history  of  sewage 
treatment  in  Ontario,'  Environment  Ontarj^ 
Legacy  11,  1 (July  1982)  pp.  28-35. 

9 For  a profile  of  Willis  Chipman,  see  Tom 
Davey,  'Environmental  pioneers,'  Environment^ 
Ontario  Legacy  11,  1 (duly  1982)  p.  32. 

10  Leo  G.  Denis,  Water  works  of  Canada  (Ottawa: 

Commission  of  Conservation,  1912),  Leo 
Denis,  Water  works  and  sewerage  sy stems 
(Ottawa:  Commission  of  Conservation,  1916);  J. 

Grove  Smith,  Fire  waste  in_  Canada.  (Ottawa: 
Commission  of  Conservation,  1918). 

11  Davey,  'Environmental  pioneers,'  pp.  32-3. 

12  Marshall,  'From  privy  to  full  treatment,  pp. 
30-1. 
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Ibid . , p . 31 


14  Details  of  the  improved  water  and  sewerage 
services  in  this  period  are  well  presented  in 
the  annual  reports  of  the  Ontario  Water 
Resources  Commission  (1956-  ) and  the  Ontario 

Ministry  of  the  Environment  (1972-  ). 

SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  7 

Table  7 was  compiled  with  information 
provided  by  some  public  libraries,  municipal 
offices  and  public  utility  commissions,  and  from 
research  in  local  histories.  The  information  was 
cross-checked  and  gaps  filled  from  the  following 
sources : 

* Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1901,  No.  36:  Annual 
Report  of  the  Department  of  Health,  p.  46  (some 
dates  in  this  list  conflict  with  those  in  other 
sources ) . 

* Leo  G.  Denis,  Water  works  of  Canada  (Ottawa: 
Commission  of  Conservation,  1912). 

* Leo  G.  Denis,  Water  works  and  sewerage  systems 
(Ottawa:  Commission  of  Conservation,  1916). 

* Ontario  Water  Resources  Commission;  Annual^ 
Reports , 1956  and  1957. 

* Ivan  Lee,  Ministry  of  the  Environment. 

Explanation  of  letter  codes: 

M Waterworks  developed  by  municipality 
C Waterworks  developed  and  always  operated  by 
private  company 

P Waterworks  developed  by  private  company, 
later  taken  over  by  municipality 
T Water  service  supplied  from  neighbouring 
municipality 


L Water  or  sewer  service  provided  only  after 
annexation  by  another  municipality. 

Z Water  service  first  from  another 
municipality;  later  undertaken  by  municipal 
council . 

X Water  pumped  by  a company  (such  as  a 
railway),  and  distributed  by  municipality. 

W Waterworks  service  developed  by  Ontario  Water 
Resources  Commission/Ministry  of  Environment 
- only  after  1956;  NOTE:  Some  urban  places 

designated  M,  with  a date  after  1955,  may 
have  been  assisted  in  some  way  by  the  OWRC. 
The  information  from  local  sources  was  not 
always  completely  clear  on  this  point. 

N No  waterworks /sewerage  service  to  1982. 

? Service  but  date/history  not  known. 
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TABLE  7 


WATERWORKS 


URBAN  PLACE 
ACTON 

A I LSA  CRAIG 
AJAX 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALFRED 

ALLANDALE 

ALL  I STON 

ALMONTE 

ALV I NSTON 

AMHERSTBURG 

ARKONA 

ARNPRIOR 

ARTHUR 

ASHBURNHAM 

ATHENS 

AURORA 

AYLMER 

AYR 

BALA 

BANCROFT 
BARR  I E 
BARRY'S  BAY 
BATH 

BAYFIELD 

BEACHBURG 

BEACHVI LLE 

BEAMSVI LLE 

BEAVERTON 

BEETON 

BELLE  RIVER 

BELLEVILLE 

BELMONT 

BLENHEIM 

BLIND  RIVER 

BLOOMFIELD 

BLYTH 

BOBCAYGEON 

BOLTON 


AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
WATERWORKS 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 


YEAR  PRIVATE  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS  SEWERAGE 

MUNICIPALIZED  SYSTEM 


1920  M 

1972  M 

1941  P 

1895  M 

1917  ? 

L 

1892  M 

1930  M 

1893  X 

1891  M 

N 

1901  M 

1932  M 

L 
N 

1888  M 

1886  p 

1979  M 

1925  M 

1949  M 

1878  P 

1975  M 

1959  M 

N 

1953  M 

1950  P 

1895  M 

1949  M 

1894  M 

1927  M 

1887  P 

N 

1900  P 

1928  M 
N 

191 1 M 

1969  M 

1937  M 


? 


1981 

1955 

1941 

1923 

? 

L 

1962 

1931 

1915 

1896 

N 

1901 

1961 

L 

N 

1932 

1900 

1960 

1979 

1950 

1950 

1899 

1890 

1975 

1971 

N 

7 

1955 

N 

1950 

1969 

1968 

1960 

1889 

1890 

N 

1927 

1977 

1928 

N 

1981 

1982 
1956 

WATERWORKS  AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  I 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 


URBAN  PLACE 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 

BONFI ELD 

N 

BOTHWELL 

1908 

M 

BOWMANV 1 LLE 

1899 

M 

BRACEBR 1 DGE 

1884 

P 

BRADFORD 

1930 

M 

BRAES  1 DE 

N 

BRAMPTON 

1872 

P 

BRANTFORD 

1870 

P 

BRIDGEBURG 

1902 

M 

BRIDGEPORT 

L 

BRIGHTON 

1913 

M 

BROCKTON 

. 

L 

BROCKVI LLE 

1880 

P 

BRONTE 

1953 

M 

BRUCE  MINES 

1975 

W 

BRUSSELS 

1948 

M 

BURK'S  FALLS 

1903 

M 

BURLINGTON 

1909 

M 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

1910 

M 

CACHE  BAY 

1966 

M 

CALEDON  EAST 

1961 

M 

CALEDONIA 

1870 

X 

CAMPBELLFORD 

1891 

M 

CANNINGTON 

1949 

M 

CAPREOL 

1930 

M 

CARDINAL 

1895 

P 

CARLETON  PLACE 

1912 

M 

CASSELMAN 

1977 

M 

CAYUGA 

1948 

M 

CHALK  RIVER 

? 

CHARLTON 

1959 

P 

CHATHAM 

1890 

P 

CHATSWORTH 

. 

N 

CHELMSFORD 

1949 

M 

CHESLEY 

1906 

M 

CHESTERVI LLE 

1962 

M 

CH 1 PPAWA 

1924 

T 

ONTARIO  MUNICI PALITl ES 
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YEAR  PRIVATE 
WATERWORKS 
MUNICI PALIZED 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
SEWERAGE 
SYSTEM 


N 

# 

N 

1915 

1894 

1959 

1972 

N 

1881 

1907 

1889 

1890 

1915 

L 

1964 

L 

1892 

1888 

1958 

1975 

1981 

1973 

1915 

L 

N 

N 

1948 

1948 

1928 

1971 

N 

1923 

1934 

1912 

1977 

1971 

? 

1969 

N 

1895 

1857 

N 

1960 

1905 

1970 

1924 

WATERWORKS  AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


CLIFFORD 

CLINTON 

COBALT 

COBDEN 

COBOURG 

COCHRANE 

COLBORNE 

COLDWATER 

COLLINGWOOD 

CON  I STON 

COOKSTOWN 

COPPER  CLI FF 

CORNWALL 

COURTRIGHT 

CREEMORE 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

DEEP  RIVER 

DELHI 

DELORO 

DESERONTO 

DRAYTON 

DRESDEN 

DRYDEN 

DUNDALK 

DUNDAS 

DUNNVI LLE 

DURHAM 

DUTTON 

EAST  TORONTO 
EAST  WINDSOR 
EAST  YORK 
EGANVI LLE 
ELLIOT  LAKE 
ELMIRA 
ELMVALE 
ELORA 
EMBRO 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
WATERWORKS 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 


YEAR  PRIVATE  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS  SEWERAGE 

MUNICIPALIZED  SYSTEM 


1947  M 

1908  M 

1911  M 

1952  M 

1888  P 

191 1 M 

1931  M 

1909  M 

1889  M 

1911  P 

1962  M 

1912  C 

1887  P 

1921  M 

1906  M 

1925  M 

1945  P 

1948  M 

1946  C 

1897  M 

N 

191 1 M 

1922  M 

1959  M 

1883  M 

1891  P 

1903  P 

1945  T 

1888  P 

1900  T 

7 

1964  M 

1 956  G 

1907  M 

1925  M 

1949  M 

1949  M 


N 


1947 

1911 

N 

931 

1893 

1911 

1965 

1975 

1897 

973 

1958 

N 

L 

897 

1888 

1975 

N 

1926 

959 

1945 

1948 

N 

1971 

N 

1977 

1923 

1974 

1920 

1920 

1911 

1931 

1929 

1974 

1901 

L 

1930 

1919 

1925 

1970 

1957 

1925 

1965 

1964 

N 
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SUMMARY 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS 

URBAN  PLACE 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 

ENGLEHART 

1914 

M 

ERIE  BEACH 

. 

N 

ER 1 EAU 

1981 

M 

ER  1 N 

1955 

M 

ESPANOLA 

1926 

P 

ESSEX 

1890 

M 

ETOBICOKE 

1921 

M 

EXETER 

191 1 

M 

FENELON  FALLS 

1961 

M 

FERGUS 

191 1 

M 

FINCH 

1981 

W 

FLESHERTON 

• 

N 

FONTH 1 LL 

1923 

M 

FOREST 

1925 

M 

FOREST  HILL 

1916 

Z 

FORT  ERIE 

1910 

M 

FORT  FRANCES 

1907 

M 

FORT  WILLIAM 

1896 

M 

FRANKFORD 

1958 

M 

FROOD  MINES 

1914 

C 

GALT 

1890 

M 

GANANOQUE 

1892 

M 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

. 

N 

GEORGETOWN 

1892 

M 

GERALDTON 

1936 

P 

GLENCOE 

1929 

M 

GODERICH 

1888 

M 

GORE  BAY 

1901 

P 

GRAND  BEND 

1969 

W 

GRAND  VALLEY 

. 

N 

GRAVENHURST 

1909 

M 

GRIMSBY 

1905 

M 

GUELPH 

1879 

M 

HAGERSVILLE 

1949 

M 

HAI LEYBURY 

1906 

M 

HAMILTON 

1860 

M 

HANOVER 

1902 

M 

YEAR  PRIVATE  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS  SEWERAGE 

MUNICIPALIZED  SYSTEM 


1959 


1942 


941 


930 


1914 

N 

N 

N 

? 

1963 

1931 
1962 

1975 

1932 
N 

N 

1972 

1972 

1924 

1923 

1907 

1906 

1957 

N 

1895 

1905 

N 

1949 

1942 

1976 
1895 
1981 
1980 
1972 

1948 
1929 
1903 

1949 
1912 
1872 
1929 
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WATERWORKS 


URBAN  PLACE 


HARRISTON 

HARROW 

HAST  I NGS 

HAVELOCK 

HAWKESBURY 

HEARST 

HENSALL 

HEPWORTH 

HESPELER 

HIGHGATE 

HILTON  BEACH 

H I NTONBERG 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

HUMBERSTONE 

HUNT  SV I LLE 

I NGERSOLL 

IRON  BRIDGE 

IROQUOIS 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

JARVIS 

KAPUSKASI NG 

KEARNEY 

KEEWAT I N 

KEMPTVI LLE 

KENORA 

KILLALOE  STATION 

KINCARDINE 

KINGSTON 

KINGSVILLE 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

KITCHENER 

L'ORIGNAL 

LA  SALLE 

LAKEF I ELD 

LANARK 

LANCASTER 

LARDER  LAKE 


AND  SANITARY 

SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN 

ONTARIO  MUNICI PAL  1 T 

ES 

SUMMARY 

YEAR  PRIVATE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS 

WATERWORKS 

SEWERAGE 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 

MUNICI PALIZED 

SYSTEM 

191 1 

M 

1965 

1957 

M 

1976 

1962 

M 

1977 

1950 

M 

1972 

1903 

M 

1915 

1948 

M 

1950 

1947 

M 

1976 

N 

N 

1922 

M 

1930 

N 

N 

N 

N 

1899 

L 

1900 

1975 

M 

1975 

L 

L 

1896 

M 

1960 

1891 

P 

9 

1913 

1948 

? 

1886 

P 

1900 

1900 

1926 

M 

1926 

1968 

M 

1968 

1923 

M 

9 

N 

N 

1978 

W 

1978 

1949 

M 

1949 

1898 

M 

1898 

N 

N 

1889 

P 

1894 

1930 

1849 

P 

1886 

1888 

1893 

M 

1905 

1924 

M 

1924 

1888 

P 

1898 

1891 

1912 

M 

1922 

1925 

T 

1982 

1955 

M 

1976 

N 

N 

1980 

M 

1980 

1948 

M 

1948 
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SUMMARY 

YEAR  PRIVATE 

YEAR  OF  FI 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS 

WATERWORKS 

SEWERAGE 

URBAN  PLACE 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 

MUNICI PALI  ZED 

SYSTEM 

LATCHFORD 

1975 

W 

1975 

LEAMINGTON 

1890 

M 

1905 

LEASI DE 

1913 

T 

1928 

LEVACK 

M 

7 

LINDSAY 

1892 

P 

1900 

1898 

LION'S  HEAD 

1961 

P 

1980 

N 

LI STOWEL 

1905 

M 

1915 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

1948 

M 

1963 

LIVELY 

. 

N 

7 

LONDON 

1878 

M 

1890 

LONDON  EAST 

1882 

T 

L 

LONDON  WEST 

L 

L 

LONG  BRANCH 

1931 

T 

1940 

LUCAN 

1946 

M 

1965 

LUCKNOW 

1890 

M 

N 

MADOC 

1950 

M 

1950 

MAGNET AWAN 

N 

N 

MARKDALE 

1905 

M 

1968 

MARKHAM 

1890 

M 

1966 

MARMORA 

1960 

M 

1976 

MASSEY 

1904 

M 

N 

MATHESON 

1922 

M 

1922 

MATTAWA 

1950 

M 

N 

MAXVI LLE 

. 

N 

N 

MEAFORD 

1895 

M 

1927 

MERRICKVI LLE 

1948 

M 

1970 

MERRITTON 

1887 

M 

1925 

MIDLAND 

1901 

M 

1904 

Ml LDMAY 

1908 

P 

1918 

1977 

Ml LLBROOK 

1977 

M 

1977 

MILTON 

1887 

M 

1915 

MILVERTON 

1901 

M 

1967 

MIMICO 

1913 

P 

1920 

1913 

MISSISSAUGA 

1953 

M 

1958 

MITCHELL 

1873 

M 

1960 

MORR 1 SBURG 

1887 

M 

1930 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1898 

M 

. 

1950 

WATERWORKS 


URBAN  PLACE 


NAPANEE 

NESTERVI LLE 

NEUSTADT 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

NEW  HAMBURG 

NEW  LISKEARD 

NEW  TORONTO 

NEWBORO 

NEWBURGH 

NEWBURY 

NEWCASTLE 

NEWMARKET 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

N I AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

NORTH  BAY 

NORTH  TORONTO 

NORTH  YORK 

NORWICH 

NORWOOD 

OAKVILLE 

OIL  SPRINGS 

OJ I BWAY 

OMEMEE 

ORANGEVILLE 

ORILLIA 

OSHAWA 

OTTAWA 

OTTAWA  EAST 

OWEN  SOUND 

PAISLEY 

PALMERSTON 

PARIS 

PARKDALE 

PARKHI LL 

PARRY  SOUND 

PEMBROKE 


AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
WATERWORKS 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 


YEAR  PRIVATE  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS  SEWERAGE 

MUNICIPALIZED  SYSTEM 


1888  P 

N 

N 

L 

1951  M 

1905  M 

1920  M 

N 

N 

N 

1961  VV 

1887  M 

1884  P 

L 

1891  M 

1892  M 

1895  p 

1923  M 

1906  p 

1950  M 

1909  . M 

1948  M 

1920  T 

N 

1895  M 

1875  p 

1905  M 

1874  M 

L 

1880  p 

1887  M 

1908  M 

1883  M 

1881  M 

1912  M 

1892  M 

1893  M 


1929 


888 


912 

914 


885 


890 


1889 

N 

1979 

L 

1962 

1910 

1915 

N 

N 

N 

1974 
1921 
1896 
L 

1915 

1909 

1915 

1922 

1973 

1976 

1909 
1976 
1919 

1975 
1929 

1910 
1905 
1898 
L 

1886 

1976 
1905 
1898 
1880 
1980 
1915 
1897 
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WATERWORKS 


URBAN  PLACE 


PENETANGU I SHENE 
PERTH 
PETAWAWA 
PETERBOROUGH 
PETROL  I A 
PICKERING 
PICTON 
PLANTAGENET 
POINT  EDWARD 
PORT  ARTHUR 
PORT  BURWELL 
PORT  CARLING 
PORT  COLBORNE 
PORT  CREDIT 
PORT  DALHOUS I E 
PORT  DOVER 
PORT  ELGIN 
PORT  HOPE 
PORT  MCNICOLL 
PORT  PERRY 
PORT  ROWAN 
PORT  STANLEY 
PORT  SYDNEY 
PORTSMOUTH 
POWASSAN 
PRESCOTT 
PRESTON 
RAINY  RIVER 
RENFREW 
RICHMOND 
RICHMOND  HI LL 
RIDGETOWN 
R I PLEY 
RIVERSIDE 
ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 
ROCKLAND 
RODNEY 


AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
WATERWORKS 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 


YEAR  PRIVATE  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS  SEWERAGE 

MUNICIPALIZED  SYSTEM 


1891 

M 

1885 

1897 

P 

1918 

1910 

7 

7 

1881 

P 

1902 

1898 

1896 

M 

1896 

1954 

T 

1968 

1890 

M 

1946 

1923 

M 

1975 

1919 

T 

1959 

1897 

P 

1903 

1905 

1972 

W 

1983 

1900 

P 

1947 

1977 

1898 

M 

1930 

1923 

M 

1950 

1915 

T 

1925 

1922 

M 

1960 

1907 

M 

1923 

1894 

M 

1897 

1917 

M 

1972 

1905 

M 

1968 

1949 

M 

1973 

1913 

P 

1926 

1972 

N 

N 

L 

L 

1955 

M 

1955 

1899 

M 

1899 

1906 

M 

1915 

1909 

M 

1908 

1897 

M 

1897 

N 

N 

1921 

M 

1951 

1912 

M 

1973 

1948 

M 

N 

1922 

T 

7 

1905 

M 

1926 

1899 

P 

1922 

1966 

1945 

T 

1964 
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WATERWORKS  AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
WATERWORKS 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 


YEAR  PRIVATE  YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS  SEWERAGE 

MUNICIPALIZED  SYSTEM 


ROSSEAU 

SANDWICH 

SARNIA 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

SCARBOROUGH 

SEAFORTH 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

SHELBURNE 

SIMCOE 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

SMITHS  FALLS 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

SOUTH  RIVER 

SOUTHAMPTON 

SPRINGFIELD 

ST  CATHARINES 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

ST  ISIDORE 

ST  MARYS 

ST  THOMAS 

STAYNER 

STEELTON 

STIRLING 

STITTSVILLE 

STONEY  CREEK 

STOUFFVI LLE 

STRATFORD 

STRATHROY 

STREETSVI LLE 

STURGEON  FALLS 

STURGEON  POINT 

SUDBURY 

SUNDRIDGE 

SUTTON 

SWANSEA 

TARA 

TAVISTOCK 


1891 

1876 

1887 
1921 
1876 

1888 
1907 
1947 
1887 
1917 
1951 
1900 

1875 

1923 

1899 

1874 

1899 

1906 

1932 

1930 

1897 

1883 

1902 
1912 

1903 

1895 

1970 

1921 

1948 

1911 


N 

T 

M 

P 

M 

M 

N 

M 

M 

M 

P 

r> 

o 

M 

M 

N 

M 

T 

? 

M 

M 

M 

M 

M 

? 

M 

M 

P 

M 

M 

X 

N 

M 

N 

W 

T 

M 

M 


N 

1915 

1881 

1914  1912 

1955 
1955 
N 

1962 

1914 
1947 

1900  1899 

1917 
N 

1974 

N 

1870 

1974 

7 

1973 

1895 

1970 

1915 
1958 

9 

1957 

1955 

1903  1885 

1953 
1947 
1906 
N 

1894 

1978 

1963 

1929 

1981 

1963 


WATERWORKS  AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  I 


SUMMARY 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 

WATERWORKS 

URBAN  PLACE 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 

TECUMSEH 

1922 

P 

TEESWATER 

1889 

M 

THAMESV 1 LLE 

191  1 

M 

THEDFORD 

1960 

M 

THESSALON 

1898 

M 

THORNBURY 

1923 

M 

THORNLOE 

N 

THOROLD 

1907 

M 

T 1 LBURY 

1902 

X 

T 1 LLSONBURG 

1874 

P 

TIMMINS 

1912 

M 

TIVERTON 

1963 

M 

TORONTO 

1841 

P 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

1888 

M 

TOTTENHAM 

1914 

M 

TRENTON 

1895 

P 

TROUT  CREEK 

« 

N 

TWEED 

1929 

M 

UXBRIDGE 

1874 

M 

VAN  1 ER 

1919 

T 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

1967 

M 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

1948 

M 

VIENNA 

1977 

W 

WALKERTON 

1891 

M 

WALKERVI LLE 

1880 

P 

WALLACEBURG 

1915 

M 

WARDSVI LLE 

1970 

C 

WASAGA  BEACH 

1982 

M 

WATERDOWN 

1926 

M 

WATERFORD 

1926 

M 

WATERLOO 

1889 

P 

WATFORD 

1921 

M 

WEBBWOOD 

1906 

C 

WELLAND 

1881 

P 

WELLESLEY 

• 

N 

WELLINGTON 

1970 

W 

WEST  LORNE 

1939 

M 

ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


1 19 


YEAR  PRIVATE 
WATERWORKS 
MUN ICI PALIZED 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
SEWERAGE 
SYSTEM 

1928 

1974 

N 

1981 

1978 

1898 

1927 

N 

1924 

1909 

1915 

1915 

1922 

N 

1875 

1870 

1892 

1952 

1911 

1915 

N 

1929 

1948 

1919 

1970 

1982 

N 

1895 

1930 

1890 

1914 

1977 

1981 

1967 

1962 

1899 

1912 

1974 

1976 

1889 

1915 

1973 

1981 

1972 

WATERWORKS  AND  SANITARY  SEWERAGE  SYSTEMS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
WATERWORKS 


SUMMARY 

WATERWORKS 

DEVELOPMENT 


YEAR  PRIVATE 
WATERWORKS 
MUNICI PALIZED 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 
SEWERAGE 
SYSTEM 


WESTON 

WESTPORT 

WHEATLEY 

WHITBY 

Wl ARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDERMERE 

WINDSOR 

Wl NGHAM 

WOODBR I DGE 

WOODSTOCK 

WOODVI LLE 

WROXETER 

WYOM I NG 

YORK 

YORKVI LLE 
ZURICH 


1910  M 

1975  M 

1929  M 

1904  M 

1888  M 

1962  M 

N 

1872  M 

1878  M 

1922  M 

1880  p 

1973  M 

N 

1962  M 

1921  M 

1875  P 

1917  M 


890 


1875 


1915 

1975 

N 

1915 

1905 

1972 

N 

1890 

1913 

1968 

1895 

N 

N 

1980 

1925 

L 

1974 
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8.  PUBLIC  LIBRARIES 

The  library  is  not  merely  a collection  of 
books;  it  is  a combination  of  social  and 
civilizing  forces  ennobling  the  community  in 
which  is  is  situated.  It  is  a home 
missionary  society  whose  tentacles  reach  all 
classes.  it  is  not  a charity  but  a 
necessity. 

T.W.  Leavitt,  'Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector 
of  Public  Libraries’,  Ontario  Sessiona  _ 
Papers  12  (1909)  p.  152. 

Libraries  were  started  in  Ontario  communities 
to  provide  useful  information  and  moral 
improvement  as  well  as  entertainment.  Jhehistory 
of  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  libraries 
is  complicated,  illustrating  the  role  of  local 
initiative  in  each  community  and  the  changing 
conditions  imposed  by  the  provincial  government  in 
return  for  annual  grants.  In  almost  all  cases, 
nineteenth-century  libraries  had  a tenuous 
existence,  chronically  under-funded  and  withou 
proper  premises  or  staff.  From  t e > 

municipal  councils  began  to  assume  reaP°nslbl1^ 
for  libraries,  and  between  1900  and  1920  over  10 
Ontario  urban  centres  took  advantage  o e 

philanthopy  of  Andrew  Carnegie  to  erect  new 
library  buildings.  Most  urban  places  rn  Ontario 
had  libraries  by  1920,  so  developments  to  that 
date  are  emphasized  here. 

The  first  libraries  were  subscription 
libraries,  formed  by  and  for  the  well-to-do 
members  of  a community.  The  earliest  for  w ic 
records  survive  was  in  Niagara  (then  Newark)  in 
1800,  with  others  reported  in  Kingston  (1804), 
Toronto  (then  York,  1810)  and  Bath  (then 
Ernesttown,  1811).  Prosperous  individuals 


groups  sometimes  endowed  free  libraries  as  local 
Quakers  did  for  Aurora  in  the  early  1820s. 
William  Lyon  Mackenzie  started  a circulating 
library  in  Dundas  at  about  the  same  time.  By 
1840.  there  were  libraries  also  in  Brantford, 
Fergus,  Smiths  Falls,  Oakville,  London,  Woodstock 

and  Welland. 

More  typically,  the  first  local  library 
service  in  most  Ontario  communities  was  provided 
by  mechanics’  institutes,  though  the  first  of 
these,  in  Toronto  (1830)  and  Kingston  (1834),  were 
founded  in  centres  which  already  had  subscription 
libraries.  The  name  and  original  purpose  of  the 
institutes  derived  from  the  utilitarian  social 
philosophy  of  the  late  eighteenth  century,  which 
regarded  technical  education  as  a means  of  moral 
improvement  and  higher  productivity  for  the 
working  classes.  The  willingness  of  the 
government  of  Canada  to  grant  funds  to  the 
institutes  tended  to  encourage  their  development 
at  the  expense  of  the  subscription  libraries.  An 
act  of  1851  ’to  encourage  the  incorporation  o 
mechanics’  institutes’  offered  grants  °f  up 
$200,  matching  local  membership  dues.  While  the 
grants  were  intended  to  support  evening  classes  in 
scientific  and  technical  subjects,  loca 
institutes  usually  managed  to  spend  most  of  their 
grant  on  books,  magazines  and  newspapers.  Local 
groups,  which  really  wanted  only  library  service, 
would  incorporate  as  a mechanics’  institute  to 
qualify  for  the  government  grant.  For  examp  e, 
just  after  the  1851  act  was  passed,  the  Woodstock 

Subscription  Library  (1835)  merS®^  Wlt  t e 
Woodstock  Mechanics’  Institute  (1841)  and  was 
thenceforth  able  to  receive  the  maximum  grant  in 
most  years.  by  1859,  mechanics’  institutes  had 
been  incorporated  in  over  60  urban  centres  - with 
more  than  one  institute  in  some  of  the  larger 


Table  8A 


places . 


2 


Numbers  of  mechanics ' institutes  receiving 
legislative  aid , 1847-1879 


1847 

2 

1868 

13 

1849 

2 

1869 

26 

1850 

3 

1870 

24 

1851 

10 

1871 

43 

1852 

4 

1872 

41 

1853 

22 

1873 

39 

1854 

10 

1874 

47 

1855 

36 

1875 

55 

1856 

49 

1876 

55 

1857 

58 

1877 

58 

1858 

71 

1878 

59 

(no  grants 

1859-1867) 

1879 

74 

Source:  Summarized  from 

Dr.  S.P.  May's 

"Spe 

Report  ...  on  Mechanics'  Institutes." 

Ontario  Sessional  Papers  No.  46  (1881). 

The  provincial  grants  to  institutes  were 
suspended  between  1859  and  1867,  partly  because  of 
a business  recession,  but  also  because  the 
government  was  trying  to  encourage  local  technical 
education  by  other  methods.  The  withdrawal  of 
government  aid  resulted  in  the  failure  of  some 
institutes  and  the  crippling  of  others,  so  that  by 
1868,  when  the  grants  were  restored,  only  about  20 
institutes  were  reported  to  be  active.  In  the 
early  1870s,  various  legislative  amendments 
effectively  gave  mechanics'  institutes  the 
responsibility  for  providing  library  service, 
though  the  annual  reports  of  the  Commissioner  for 
Agriculture  and  Public  Works  continued  to  deplore 
a tendency  'to  degenerate  into  mere  reading  rooms 
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for  the  reception  of  the  sensational  literature  of 
the  day.  Numbers  of  institutes  receiving  the 
government  grant  built  up  gradually,  but  by  the 
late  1870s  had  only  regained  the  previous  peak  of 
1858  (Table  8A) . 

In  1880,  the  supervision  of  mechanics' 
institutes  was  transferred  to  the  Minister  of 
Education,  who  asked  Dr.  S.P.  May  to  survey  the 
resources  and  services  of  existing  institutes  and 
to  make  recommendations.  Dr.  May's  report, 
presented  to  the  Ontario  Legislature  as  Sessional 
Paper  46  of  1881,  is  an  invaluable  source  for  the 
role  of  mechanics'  institutes  to  that  date.  After 
visiting  the  121  institutes  which  had  been 
incorporated  by  1880,  May  found  that  50  were 
either  defunct  or  much  reduced  in  membership  and 
local  resources.  Only  in  Belleville,  Chatham, 
Collingwood,  Hamilton,  Toronto  and  Woodstock,  did 
the  amount  raised  from  members'  subscriptions 
equal  the  provincial  grant  in  1879-80,  while  12 
institutes  could  not  raise  even  $50  from  members' 
subscriptions.  Only  24  institutes  fulfilled  all 
the  requirements  of  a reading  room,  evening 
classes  and  a library  of  books  on  authorized 
subjects.  May  concluded  that  the  institutes  had 
been  too  'liberally  assisted  by  the  Government', 
so  that  local  initiative  had  been  stifled.  He 
recommended  that  municipal  councils  should  assume 
more  responsibility  for  library  service,  because 
the  local  community  would  benefit  so  materially: 

The  results  that  follow  the  scientific 
training  of  the  working  classes  in  mechanics' 
institutes  are  sources  of  profit  to  property 
owners  and  others.  If  mechanics  become 
skilled  workmen,  there  is  a likelihood  of  an 
extension  of  manufactories  and  the 
establishment  of  new  enterprises. H 
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The  Free  Libraries  Act  of  1882  provided  for 
the  establishment  and  maintenance  of  free  public 
libraries  in  incorporated  cities,  towns  and 
villages.5  Existing  mechanics’  institutes  and 
other  library  associations  might  transfer  their 
property  and  operations  to  the  municipal  council, 
to  be  supported  by  a tax  on  local  property  of  up 
to  half  a mill  in  the  dollar,  and  administered  by 
a Board  of  Management  with  members  appointed  by 
the  council  and  the  school  boards.  But  adoption 
of  the  Free  Libraries  Act  had  to  be  approved  by  a 
majority  of  local  property-owners  voting  on  this 
specific  by-law.  Municipalities  were  slow  to 
adopt  the  Act,  even  after  an  amendment  of  1883 
allowed  a public  library  board  which  had  absorbed 
the  local  mechanics’  institute  to  take  full  part 
in  the  system  of  legislative  grants.  Guelph  was 
the  first  municipality  to  adopt  the  Act,  in 
January  1883,  and  was  followed  by  Berlin, 
Brantford,  Simcoe,  St.  Catharines,  St.  Thomas 
Toronto  and  Waterloo  by  1889,  Hamilton  in  189  , 
and  Chatham,  Ingersoll  and  Windsor  by  1894. 

Until  the  mid-1890s,  mechanics'  institutes 
continued  to  ’constitute  the  public  library  system 
of  the  Province'.  As  the  Inspector  of  Libraries 
explained  in  1891,  ’although  not  absolutely  free, 
they  are  nominally  so’,  subscriptions  ranging  from 
25  cents  to  one  dollar  a year/  Most  communities 
preferred  a combination  of  members’  fees  and  the 
provincial  grants  to  adding  a special  library  rate 
to  the  local  property  tax.  Numbers  of  institutes 
continued  to  grow,  especially  after  a 
amendment  which  allowed  the  incorporation  of 
mechanics’  institutes  solely  for  library  service 
in  communities  where  the  electors  would  not 
approve  a free  public  library. 


Table  8B 


Growth  in  numbers  of  libraries 


Free  Libraries 


Mechanics'  Institutes 
Public  Association 
Libraries 


1883 

1 

1886 

6 

1889 

8 

1894 

12 

1896 

54 

1899 

118 

1904 

133 

1909 

131 

1914 

141 

1919 

186 

1924 

208 

1929 

219 

1934 

222 

1939 

230 

92 

125 

179 

289 

265 
253 
264 
230 
214 
250 
288 
287 
286 

266 


Source:  Compiled  from  Annual  Reports  of  Department 
of  Education:  Inspector  of  Public 

Libraries  (printed  in  Ontario  Sessional 
Papers) . 


The  Public  Libraries  Act  of  1895  tried,  in 
several  ways,  to  speed  the  transition  to  municipal 
responsibility.8  A municipal  council  could  take 
over  a mechanics'  institute  as  a free  public 
library  by  passing  a by-law  without  a specific 
vote  by  the  electors;  however,  in  such  cases  the 
council  could  not  levy  a special  library  rate  but 
had  to  undertake  to  pay  an  annual  sum  equivalent 
to  the  provincial  grant.  From  1896,  townships 
were  also  permitted  to  establish  free  l^ranes,  a 
power  extended  to  police  villages  in  1909.  These 


legislative  changes  did  result  in  an  increased 
number  of  free  libraries,  from  only  12  in  1894  to 
54  in  1896,  119  in  1899  and  133  by  1904  (Table 
8B).  The  mechanics'  institutes,  renamed  'public 
association  libraries'  from  1895,  also  increased 
in  numbers,  and  indeed  would  continue  to  outnumber 
free  public  libraries  to  the  1950s. 

By  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  371 
Ontario  communities  (not  all  of  them  incorporated 
urban  centres)  were  reported  to  have  public 
libraries  of  some  kind.^  Two-thirds  were  the 
'public  association  libraries',  which  depended  on 
members'  dues  and  the  provincial  grant.  These 
tended  to  be  in  the  smaller  communities,  though 
larger  centres  like  Barrie,  Belleville,  Cobourg, 
Dundas,  Galt,  Kingston,  Orillia,  Port  Hope  and 
Woodstock  still  had  libraries  of  this  type.  The 
remaining  libraries  were  either  free  libraries 
under  the  1882  act,  in  communities  which  had 
passed  a special  by-law  approving  a library  rate; 
or  they  were  free  libraries,  as  permitted  by  the 
1895  act,  dependent  on  a grant  from  general 
municipal  funds.  All  three  types  of  public 
libraries,  but  especially  the  first  and  third, 
suffered  from  chronic  under-funding.  Few  had 
adequate  buildings  or  staff  or  sufficient  income 
to  add  to  their  book  collections.  The  twentieth 
century  would  bring  definite  improvements  in 
proper  buildings,  professional  staff  and  more 
satisfactory  funding. 

Few  public  libraries  in  the  Ontario  of  1900 
occupied  buildings  designed  for  the  purpose. 
Judging  by  the  reports  of  the  Inspector  in  the 
1880s,  only  one  in  ten  libraries  had  its  own 
building;  about  one-third  were  operated  in,  above 
or  behind  a store  of  some  kind,  while  others  were 
housed  in  a school,  town  hall,  fire  hall,  customs 
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building,  post  office  or  lodge. ^ The  Inspector 

was  greatly  cheered  by  Hamilton's  opening,  in 

1890,  Ontario's  first  purpose-built  Free  Library, 

at  a cost  of  $45,000  for  the  structure  and  $12,000 
11 

for  books. 

Only  after  1900  did  most  Ontario  communities 
gain  a permanent  and  appropriate  library  building, 
over  100  of  them  'monuments  to  Mr.  Carnegie's 
liberality'.  From  about  1890,  Andrew  Carnegie 
decided  to  devote  profits  from  his  U.S.  Steel 
enterprise  to  encourage  free  libraries  in  local 
communities  of  the  United  States,  Britain,  and  the 
British  Dominions  and  Colonies.  Altogether,  the 
Carnegie  Corporation  made  grants  to  build  2509 
free  public  libraries  - 1681  in  the  United  States, 
660  in  Britain  and  Ireland,  125  in  Canada,  with 
smaller  numbers  in  New  Zealand,  Australia,  South 
Africa,  the  West  Indies  and  other  British 
colonies.  Ontario  gained  111  'Carnegie 
libraries',  a number  exceeded  only  by  two  American 
states  - Indiana  (164)  and  California  (142). 

In  order  to  qualify  for  a Carnegie  grant,  a 
municipality  had  to  guarantee  to  raise  from  local 
taxes  an  annual  amount  for  library  maintenance 
equivalent  to  one-tenth  of  the  grant.  Local 
initiative  was  an  important  factor  in  those 
communities  which  applied  early,  and  'free 
library'  status  was  helpful  in  guaranteeing  tax 
support.  Grants  to  26  Ontario  places  were 
approved  between  1901  and  1905,  and  20  library 
buildings  were  erected  by  the  end  of  1905.  By 
April  1911,  grants  had  been  paid  or  promised  to  81 
municipalities,  ranging  from  $400,000  for  Toronto 
(including  five  suburban  branches)  to  $2,500  for 
Merrickville. ^ ^ 
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Ontario's  'Carnegie  libraries'  raise 
intriguing  questions.14  Why  did  some  places,  and 
not  others,  apply  for  the  grants?  Some  quite 
small  urban  centres  did  obtain  such  libraries:  6 
had  under  2,500  population  at  the  1911  Census  (10 
of  them  had  less  than  1,000  people)  and  -1  of 
these  smaller  centres  were  also  suffering  general 
population  decline.  By  contrast,  27  urban  centres 
with  over  2,500  population  did  not  gain  a Carnegie 
library  - seven  of  these  had  over  5,000  people, 
notably  London,  Kingston,  Port  Arthur,  Belleville 
and  Cobourg.  There  could  be  considerable  delay 
between  approval  of  the  grant  by  the  Carnegie 
Corporation  and  completion  of  the  library  building 
- in  13  cases,  at  least  six  years  elapsed,  and  in 
another  six  cases  grants  were  approved  by  1911  but 
Carnegie  libraries  were  never  built. 


Local  communities  were  not  always  unanimously 
in  favour  of  applying  to  Carnegie,  even  in  those 
municipalities  which  acted  earliest.  In  several 
industrial  towns  and  cities,  the  Trades  and  Labor 
Council  condemned  any  Carnegie  aid  as  'blood 
money',  the  price  of  workers  killed  in  the  riots 
at  Carnegie's  Homestead  works.  It  was  also  argued 
that  Ontario  communities  should  be  too  proud  and 
self-reliant  to  ask  an  outsider  for  such  a grant. 
But,  in  almost  all  cases,  these  scruples  were 
outweighed  by  the  attraction  of  a debt  free 
library  building.  Some  towns,  like  Berlin  (later 
Kitchener)  applied  for  several  successive 
increases  in  their  Carnegie  grants. 


Library  services  were  also  improved  between 
1900  and  1920  by  changes  in  the  legislation 
governing  financial  support.  The  anomaly  of  free 
libraries  not  supported  by  a tax  levy  was  ended  in 
1909,  when  the  half -mi  11  rate  could  also  be  raised 
to  three-quarters  of  a mill,  by  a two-thirds 


majority  of  the  municipal  council.  Further 
amendments  in  1919  allowed  an  increase  in  the 
levy  up  to  one  mill,  and  in .1920  to  an  amount 
based  on  50  cents  per  capita.  In  this  period, 
the  staffing  and  management  of  libraries  became 
more  professional.  The  Ontario  Library 
Association  was  formed,  librarians  qualified  by 
formal  examinations^  and  the  Ontario  Library 
Review  was  launched. 


Table  8C 


Ontario  urban  municipalities : decade 
of  first  library  service 


Before  1840 

1840-49 

1850-59 

1860-69 

1870-79 

1880-89 

1890-99 

1900-09 

1910-19 

1920-29 

1930-39 

1940-49 

1950-59 

1960-69 

1970-79 

Not  known 

Never 


14 
13 
41 

15 
49 
55 
70 
13 
11 
17 

5 

13 

9 

13 

19 

10 

21 


Table  8C  summarizes  the  dates  by  which 
Ontario's  urban  municipalities  obtained  their 
first  library  service.  Two-thirds  of  all 
incorporated  urban  centres  had  their  first  library 
by  1900,  with  the  largest  totals  in  the  1870s, 


1880s  and  1890s  reflecting  the  boom  in  mechanics' 
institutes  in  those  decades.  By  1920,  282  urban 
centres  (or  nearly  80  percent  of  all  places  ever 
incorporated  in  Ontario)  had  achieved  their  first 
library,  though  the  continuity  and  quality  of  the 
service  varied  enormously. 

Between  1920  and  1950,  new  libraries 
continued  to  be  established,  mainly  in  the 
resource  communities  of  northern  Ontario  or  the 
suburban  communities  around  Toronto  or  Windsor. 
Since  1950,  library  services  have  been 
rationalized  in  various  ways,  with  county  or 
district  systems  assuming  wider  responsibilities 
in  some  parts  of  the  province.  By  1957,  there 
were  15  county  co-operative  libraries  in  western 
Ontario,  for  example.  Regional  co-operatives  were 
then  extended  to  northern  Ontario,  hastened  by  the 
Public  Libraries  Act  of  1966,  which  offered 
special  provincial  grants  to  encourage  larger 
units  of  service.  By  the  end  of  1980,  99.4 
percent  of  Ontario's  population,  urban  and  rural, 
was  served  under  public  library  by-laws,  although 
the  financial  support  for  libraries  varied 
considerably  from  place  to  place.  Recent 
structural  changes  by  provincial  government 
initiative  have  tended  to  reduce  the  number  of 
independent  public  library  boards  but  to  increase 
the  number  of  'service  outlets',  some  in 
communities  not  previously  served  by  a library. 
The  21  incorporated  centres  which  apparently  never 
had  their  own  libraries  were  either  suburban 
municipalities,  some  later  annexed  by  their  larger 
neighbours,  or  beach  resort  communities. 
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NOTES 


1 The  early  development  of  Ontario  libraries  is 
surveyed  in:  Eric  C.  Bow,  'The  Public  Library 
movement  in  nineteenth-century  Ontario,' 
Ontario  Library  Review  66,  1 (March  1982)  pp. 
1-16.  For  the  development  of  libraries  in 
individual  communities,  see  Olga  B.  Bishop  et_ 
al.  Bibliography  of  Ontario  History,  1867- 
1976:  Cultural,  economic,  political,  social,  2 
vols  (Toronto:  University  of  Toronto  Press, 

1980) . 

2 The  most  useful  primary  source  on  Ontario 

mechanics'  institutes  to  1880  is  'Special 
report  of  the  Minister  of  Education  on  the 
Mechanics'  Institutes,  Ontario',  Ontario 
Sessional  Papers  46  (1881).  This  phase  of 
library  development  is  also  described  in  Bow, 
'The  Public  Library  movement';  and  Jim 
Blanchard,  'Predecessor  to  the  Public  Library: 
Mechanics'  Institutes  in  Upper  Canada  and 
Ontario',  Expression  (Fall  1981)  pp.  25-8; 
Blanchard,  'Anatomy  of  failure:  Ontario's 

Mechanics'  Institutes,  1835-1895',  Canadian 
Library  Journal  38,  6 (December  1981)  pp.  393— 
IT;  John  A.  wTseman,  'Phoenix  in  flight: 
Ontario  Mechanics'  Institutes,  1880-1920', 
Canadian  Library  Journal  38,  6 (December  1981) 
pp.  401-5.  The  case  of  Woodstock  is  described 
in  Pat  Sifton,  'The  making  of  a Public 
Library,  Woodstock,  Ontario',  Expression  (Fall 

1981)  pp.  5-10. 

3 Quoted  in  May's  report,  Ontario  Sessional 
Papers  1881,  No.  46,  p.  27. 


4 


Ibid. , p.  63. 
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5 Statutes  of  Ontario  45  Vic.  c.  22,  1882. 

6 Statutes  of  Ontario  46  Vic.  c.  19,  1883. 

7 Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1891,  No.  4,  Annual 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries’ 
appended  to  annual  report  of  Department  of 
Education. 

8 Statutes  of  Ontario  58  Vic.  c.  45,  1895. 

9 Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1891,  No.  12,  Annual 
Report  of  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries.' 

10  Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1885,  No.  5,  'Annual 
Report  of  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries.' 

11  Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1891,  No.  4,  'Annual 

Report  of  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries.' 

12  Carnegie  Corporation  of  New  York,  Carnegie 
grants  for  library  buildings  (New  York,  1943). 

13  Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1912,  No.  16,  'Annual 
Report  of  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries',  p. 

566. 

14  Research  in  progress  on  Ontario's  'Carnegie 

libraries',  including  features  of  their 
design,  is  reported  in  Margaret  Beckman, 
Stephen  Langmead  and  John  Black,  'In  search  of 
Carnegie',  Ontario  Library  Review  65,  1 (March 

1981)  pp.  33-7. 

15  Descriptions  of  many  of  the  new  library 
buildings  were  appended  to  the  annual  reports 
of  the  inspector  from  1906. 


16  These  legislative  and  financial  changes  were 
reviewed  in  Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1920,  No. 
17,  'Annual  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Public 
Libraries',  pp.  95-103. 

17  These  developments  are  summarized  in  Wiseman, 
'Phoenix  in  flight.' 

18  Changes  in  library  service  since  1950  are 
described  in  Eric  C.  Bow,  'The  development  of 
regional  library  systems  in  Ontario', 
Expression  (Winter  1982)  pp.  15-18;  Eric  C. 
Bow,  'Analysis  of  1980  library  statistics  for 
each  county /regional  municipality  in  southern 
Ontario  and  regional  library  system  in 
northern  Ontario',  Ontario  Library  Review  66, 

1 (March  1982)  pp.  17-46;  Eric  C.  Bow,  'A  ten- 
year  analysis  on  Ontario  public  libraries', 
Ontario  Library  Review  66,  2 (June  1982)  pp. 
43-7“ 

SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  8 

Dates  of  first  library  service  and  of  a 
'Carnegie  library'  were  requested  in  the 
questionnaires  to  public  libraries  and  sought  in 
local  community  and  county  histories.  Data  so 
obtained  were  systematically  cross-checked  in  the 
following  sources: 

Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1881,  No.  46, 
'Special  report  of  the  Minister  of  Education 
on  the  Mechanics'  Institutes,  Ontario'. 

Ontario  Sessional  Papers  1882-1958.  Annual 
reports  of  the  Inspector  of  Public  Libraries, 
appended  to  the  annual  reports  of  the 
Minister  of  Education. 


Carnegie  Corporation  of  New  York,  Carnegie 
grants  for  library  buildings  (New  York, 
1943). 

Some  dates  after  1958  were  kindly  provided  by 
Mr.  Eric  C.  Bow,  Libraries  and  Community 
Information  Services,  Ministry  of  Citizenship 
and  Culture. 

x in  the  column  for  first  library  indicates 
that  an  urban  place  is  listed  as  having  some 
library  service  in  A Directory  of  Ontario 
Public  Libraries  (Toronto:  Ministry  of 
Citizenship  and  Culture,  1982),  but  the  date 
has  not  been  traced. 

Users  should  noted  that  an  early  date  for 
first  library  does  not  necessarily  mean  a 
continuous  service  thereafter.  Further, 
probably  more  urban  centres  had  early 
subscription  libraries  than  indicated  in 
these  data.  Details  from  the  1840s  on  are 
more  complete. 
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LIBRARY 


URBAN  PLACE 
ACTON 

A I LSA  CRAIG 
AJAX 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALFRED 

ALLANDALE 

ALL  I STON 

ALMONTE 

ALVINSTON 

AMHERSTBURG 

ARKONA 

ARNPRIOR 

ARTHUR 

ASHBURNHAM 

ATHENS 

AURORA 

AYLMER 

AYR 

BALA 

BANCROFT 
BARRIE 
BARRY'S  BAY 
BATH 

BAYFIELD 

BEACHBURG 

BEACHVI LLE 

BEAMSVI LLE 

BEAVERTON 

BEETON 

BELLE  RIVER 

BELLEVILLE 

BELMONT 

BLENHEIM 

BLIND  RIVER 

BLOOMFIELD 

BLYTH 

BOBCAYGEON 
BOLTON 
BONFI ELD 
BOTHWELL 
BOWMANVI LLE 


SERVICES 


IN  ONTARIO  MUN 


TA1 


Cl  PALI  TIES 


YEAR  OF  FIRST  CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY  SERVICE  LIBRARY 


1898 

1877 
1952 

1878 
1947 


1878 

1885 

1889 

1841 

1913 

1860 

1895 

1878 

1911 

1823 

1856 

1912 

1856 

1911 

1926 

1901 

1854 

1917 

1960 

1811 

1915 

1967 

1901 

1887 

1889 

1912 

1886 

1955 

1850 

X 

1887 

1926 

1895 

1873 

1882 

1879 

1974 

1891 

1856 

. 

8 


LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


BRACEBRIDGE 

BRADFORD 

BRAESIDE 

BRAMPTON 

BRANTFORD 

BRIDGEBURG 

BRIDGEPORT 

BRIGHTON 

BROCKTON 

BROCKVI LLE 

BRONTE 

BRUCE  MINES 

BRUSSELS 

BURK'S  FALLS 

BURLINGTON 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

CACHE  BAY 

CALEDON  EAST 

CALEDONIA 

CAMPBELLFORD 

CANN I NGTON 

CAPREOL 

CARDINAL 

CARLETON  PLACE 

CASSELMAN 

CAYUGA 

CHALK  RIVER 

CHARLTON 

CHATHAM 

CHATSWORTH 

CHELMSFORD 

CHESLEY 

CHESTERVI LLE 

CH I PPAWA 

CLIFFORD 

CLINTON 

COBALT 

COBDEN 

COBOURG 

COCHRANE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 

CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY  SERVICE 

LIBRARY 

1874 

1908 

1870 

. 

1976 

. 

1854 

1907 

1836 

1904 

1899 

1859 

1847 

1904 

1944 

X 

1875 

191 1 

1893 

1872 

1971 

1967 

1884 

1885 

1912 

1889 

1969 

1888 

1846 

1937 

1857 

1973 

1976 

1853 

1903 

1888 

1972 

1888 

1894 

1967 

1885 

1870 

1915 

1906 

1977 

1857 

1921 

• 

LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
LIBRARY  SERVICE 

CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY 

COLBORNE 

1884 

COLDWATER 

1896 

. 

COLLI NGWOOD 

1856 

1903 

CONISTON 

1903 

COOKSTOWN 

1897 

COPPER  CLI FF 

1896 

CORNWALL 

1865 

1901 

COURTRIGHT 

1894 

CREEMORE 

1894 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

X 

DEEP  RIVER 

1947 

DELHI 

1894 

DELORO 

1940 

DESERONTO 

1885 

DRAYTON 

1884 

DRESDEN 

1886 

1913 

DRYDEN 

1897 

DUNDALK 

1889 

DUNDAS 

1822 

1909 

DUNNVI LLE 

1852 

DURHAM 

1873 

191  1 

DUTTON 

1857 

EAST  TORONTO 

1916 

1916 

EAST  WINDSOR 

EAST  YORK 

1950 

EGANVI LLE 

1917 

ELLIOT  LAKE 

1958 

ELMIRA 

1888 

1913 

ELMVALE 

1893 

ELORA 

1871 

1910 

EMBRO 

1883 

ENGLEHART 

1922 

ERIE  BEACH 

ERI EAU 

X 

ERIN 

1891 

ESPANOLA 

1918 

ESSEX 

1889 

1912 

ETOBICOKE 

1890 

EXETER 

1878 

1915 

FENELON  FALLS 

1878 

. 
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LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
LIBRARY  SERVICE 

CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY 

FERGUS 

1836 

1910 

F 1 NCH 

1953 

FLESHERTON 

1885 

FONTH 1 LL 

1852 

FOREST 

1871 

1912 

FOREST  HILL 

FORT  ERIE 

1891 

FORT  FRANCES 

1898 

1914 

FORT  WILLIAM 

1885 

1912 

FRANKFORD 

1921 

FROOD  MINES 

GALT 

1853 

1905 

GANANOQUE 

1892 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

1869 

GEORGETOWN 

1880 

GERALDTON 

1947 

GLENCOE 

1888 

1922 

GODERICH 

1852 

1904 

GORE  BAY 

1898 

GRAND  BEND 

1949 

GRAND  VALLEY 

1888 

1913 

GRAVENHURST 

1883 

1923 

GRIMSBY 

1871 

191 1 

GUELPH 

1850 

1905 

HAGERSVI LLE 

1894 

HAI LEYBURY 

1907 

HAMI LTON 

1839 

1910 

HANOVER 

1895 

1911 

HARRI STON 

1867 

1908 

HARROW 

1899 

HAST  1 NGS 

1883 

HAVELOCK 

1927 

HAWKESBURY 

1925 

HEARST 

1975 

HENSALL 

1890 

HEPWORTH 

1896 

HESPELER 

1871 

1922 

H IGHGATE 

1895 

HILTON  BEACH 

X 

H I NTONBERG 
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LIBRARY  SERVICES 

IN  ONTARIO  MUNICI 

PAL  1 T 1 ES 

URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
LIBRARY  SERVICE 

CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

HUMBERSTONE 

HUNTSVILLE 

INGERSOLL 

IRON  BRIDGE 

IROQUOIS 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

JARVIS 

KAPUSKASING 

KEARNEY 

KEEWATIN 

KEMPTVI LLE 

KENORA 

KILLALOE  STATION 

KINCARDINE 

KINGSTON 

KINGSVILLE 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

KITCHENER 

L'ORIGNAL 

LA  SALLE 

LAKEFI ELD 

LANARK 

LANCASTER 

LARDER  LAKE 

LATCHFORD 

LEAMINGTON 

LEAS  IDE 

LEVACK 

LINDSAY 

LION'S  HEAD 

LI STOWEL 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

LIVELY 

LONDON 

LONDON  EAST 

LONDON  WEST 

LONG  BRANCH 

LUCAN 

LUCKNOW 


1975 

1880 

1872 

1975 

1885 

1964 

1890 
1925 
1899 
1972 
1870 
1894 
1977 
1866 
1804 

1891 
1929 
1854 
1857 
1966 

1891 
1896 
1883 
1944 
X 

1892 
1950 
1954 
1857 
1888 
1873 
1892 
1961 
1835 


1945 

1877 

1888 


1910 


1913 
1916 

1908 

1914 
1904 


1912 

1904 

1907 

1910 


LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


YEAR  OF  FIRST  CARNEGIE 

URBAN  PLACE  LIBRARY  SERVICE  LIBRARY 


MADOC 

MAGNETAWAN 

MARKDALE 

MARKHAM 

MARMORA 

MASSEY 

MATHESON 

MATTAWA 

MAXVI LLE 

MEAFORD 

MERRICKVI LLE 

MERRITTON 

MIDLAND 

M I LDMAY 

Ml LLBROOK 

MILTON 

MILVERTON 

MIMICO 

MISSISSAUGA 

MITCHELL 

MORR I SBURG 

MOUNT  FOREST 

NAPANEE 

NESTERVI LLE 

NEUSTADT 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

NEW  HAMBURG 

NEW  LISKEARD 

NEW  TORONTO 

NEWBORO 

NEWBURGH 

NEWBURY 

NEWCASTLE 

NEWMARKET 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

NORTH  BAY 

NORTH  TORONTO 

NORTH  YORK 


1857 

. 

1972 

• 

1887 

1915 

1878 

1920 

1960 

1958 

X 

1894 

1868 

1856 

1883 

1923 

1880 

1910 

1895 

. 

1894 

. 

1853 

. 

1894 

1909 

1914 

1914 

1957 

. 

1849 

1910 

1888 

. 

1860 

1913 

1857 

. 

1881 

1914 

191 1 

1911 

1928 

1975 

1887 

1930 

1858 

1856 

1878 

1910 

1800 

1895 

1914 

1900 

• 

1896 

• 

LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
LIBRARY  SERVICE 

CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY 

NORWICH 

1877 

1916 

NORWOOD 

1872 

1923 

OAKVILLE 

1839 

• 

OIL  SPRINGS 

1891 

OJ 1 BWAY 

. 

• 

OMEMEE 

1880 

1907 

ORANGEVILLE 

1878 

ORILLIA 

1865 

191 1 

OSHAWA 

1864 

1906 

OTTAWA 

1847 

1906 

OTTAWA  EAST 

191 1 

OWEN  SOUND 

1855 

PAISLEY 

1876 

1903 

PALMERSTON 

1875 

PARIS 

1841 

1904 

PARKDALE 

1880 

1908 

PARKH 1 LL 

1873 

1915 

PARRY  SOUND 

1887 

PEMBROKE 

1875 

1907 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1878 

1910 

PERTH 

1844 

1907 

PETAWAWA 

1973 

191 1 

PETERBOROUGH 

1855 

PETROL  1 A 

1879 

PICKERING 

1891 

PICTON 

1846 

1906 

PLANTAGENET 

1946 

POINT  EDWARD 

1876 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1876 

PORT  BURWELL 

1862 

PORT  CARLING 

1887 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1876 

PORT  CREDIT 

1896 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

. 

PORT  DOVER 

1910 

PORT  ELGIN 

1870 

1908 

PORT  HOPE 

1853 

1912 

PORT  MCNICOLL 

1978 

. 

PORT  PERRY 

1858 

. 

PORT  ROWAN 

1891 

• 
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LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

YEAR  OF  FIRST 
LIBRARY  SERVICE 

CARNEGI 

LIBRARY 

PORT  STANLEY 

1896 

PORT  SYDNEY 

1944 

PORTSMOUTH 

POWASSAN 

1913 

PRESCOTT 

1854 

PRESTON 

1871 

1910 

RAINY  RIVER 

1911 

RENFREW 

1852 

1920 

RICHMOND 

1895 

RICHMOND  HILL 

1852 

RIDGETOWN 

1879 

R 1 PLEY 

1887 

RIVERSIDE 

1939 

ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 

X 

ROCKLAND 

1936 

RODNEY 

1893 

ROSSEAU 

1946 

SANDWICH 

1923 

SARNIA 

1853 

1904 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

1890 

1903 

SCARBOROUGH 

1878 

1909 

SEAFORTH 

1869 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

1975 

1912 

SHELBURNE 

1887 

SIMCOE 

1850 

1912 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

1936 

SMITHS  FALLS 

1837 

1903 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

1946 

SOUTH  RIVER 

1908 

SOUTHAMPTON 

1899 

SPRINGFIELD 

1899 

. 

ST  CATHARINES 

1843 

1905 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

1969 

ST  ISIDORE 

1947 

ST  MARYS 

1869 

1905 

ST  THOMAS 

1849 

1906 

STAYNER 

1885 

STEELTON 

1919 

1914 

STIRLING 

1903 

STITTSVILLE 

X 
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LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


STONEY  CREEK 
STOUFFVI LLE 
STRATFORD 
STRATHROY 
STREETSVI LLE 
STURGEON  FALLS 
STURGEON  POINT 
SUDBURY 
SUNDR I DGE 
SUTTON 
SWANSEA 
TARA 

TAVISTOCK 

TECUMSEH 

TEESWATER 

THAMESVI LLE 

THEDFORD 

THESSALON 

THORNBURY 

THORNLOE 

THOROLD 

TILBURY 

T I LLSONBURG 

TIMMINS 

TIVERTON 

TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

TOTTENHAM 

TRENTON 

TROUT  CREEK 

TWEED 

UXBRIDGE 

VAN  I ER 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

VIENNA 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVILLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WARDSVI LLE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST 

CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY  SERVICE 

LIBRARY 

1894 

1877 

1923 

1846 

1902 

1861 

1854 

1963 

1896 

1894 

1908 

1929 

1890 

1897 

1916 

1962 

1883 

1915 

1888 

1895 

1892 

1893 

1898 

1858 

1912 

1889 

1880 

1915 

1924 

1891 

1810 

1903 

1890 

1908 

1890 

1881 

1897 

1862 

1859 

1966 

1858 

X 

1951 

1875 

1914 

1905 

. 

1885 

1906 

1876 

• 

LIBRARY  SERVICES  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 


YEAR  OF  FIRST  CARNEGIE 

LIBRARY  SERVICE  LIBRARY 


WASAGA  BEACH 

WATERDOWN 

WATERFORD 

WATERLOO 

WATFORD 

WEBBWOOD 

WELLAND 

WELLESLEY 

WELLINGTON 

WEST  LORNE 

WESTON 

WESTPORT 

WHEATLEY 

WHITBY 

Wl ARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDERMERE 

WINDSOR 

Wl NGHAM 

WOODBRIDGE 

WOODSTOCK 

WOODVI LLE 

WROXETER 

WYOM I NG 

YORK 

YORKVI LLE 
ZURICH 


1973 

1843 

1897 

1875 

1879 
1973 
1825 
1900 
1928 
1890 
1858 
1904 
1894 
1849 

1880 
1923 

1890 
1857 

1876 

1877 
1835 

1891 
1872 
1872 
1904 
1883 
1922 


1906 

1913 

1923 

1914 
1914 

1903 

1909 
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9.  HOSPITALS 


Whereas  the  inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Kingston  and  the  Midland  District  being  from 
their  position  constantly  called  upon  to 
supply  necessities  and  relieve  the  condition 
of  sick  and  destitute  Emigrants  and  other 
transients  and  the  mariners  of  the  Lakes,  it 
is  most  desirable  that  the  Hospital  at 
Kingston  should  be  incorporated  in  order  that 
it  may  be  conducted  in  a more  efficient 
manner . 

Statutes  of  the  Province  of  Canada  12 
Victoria,  Chapter  103,  1849. 


Until  the  late  nineteenth  century,  Ontario 
hospitals  were  little  more  than  charitable  refuges 
for  the  critically  sick,  poor,  immigrants  and 
transients.  The  first  hospitals  to  be  established 
were  in  the  larger  port  cities  like  Toronto, 
Kingston,  Bytown  (Ottawa)  and  Hamilton,  and 
depended  mainly  on  the  subscriptions  and 
organizing  efforts  of  citizen  volunteers.  The 
histories  of  the  Toronto  General  and  Kingston 
General  illustrate  their  precarious  existence. 
As  newly- built  hospitals,  each  had  to  be 
relinquished  to  serve  as  provincial  legislature, 
Toronto  General  from  1824-9,  Kingston  General  from 
1840-5.  Crises,  such  as  the  cholera  epidemics  of 
the  1830s,  1840s  and  1850s,  drew  attention  to  the 

need  for  community  hospitals  and  also  prompted  the 
formation  of  intermittently  effective  boards  of 
health  and  the  passage  of  by-laws  on  proper  waste 
disposal. 


Hospitals  had  no  dependable  income  until 
provincial  grants  were  begun,  to  Toronto,  Kingston 
and  Hamilton  in  1850,  and  later  to  the  Bytown 
(Ottawa)  Protestant  and  Roman  Catholic  hospitals 


and  the  London  General.  But  these  grants  did  not 
prevent  severe  financial  shortages  such  as  that  of 
1867  in  the  Toronto  and  Kingston  hospitals.  The 
Charity  Aid  Act  of  1874  undertook  for  the  first 
time  to  provide  systematic  support  from  public 
funds  for  public  hospitals.  Eligible  institutions 
could  receive  20  cents  per  patient  per  day, 
providing  provincial  aid  did  not  contribute  more 
than  one-quarter  of  a hospital's  total  revenues. 
Though  this  grant  was  originally  intended  to 
subsidize  only  poor  patients,  from  the  1890s  it 
came  to  include  virtually  all  hospital  patients. 


Table  9A 

Ontario  urban  centres  by  date  of 
first  hospital 


Before  1840 

1 

1840-49 

2 

1850-59 

1 

1860-69 

2 

1870-79 

3 

1880-89 

7 

1890-99 

21 

1900-09 

20 

1910-19 

18 

1920-29 

31 

1930-39 

5 

1940-49 

16 

1950-59 

18 

1960-69 

7 

1970-79 

1 

Total 

154 

By  1870,  only  six  urban  centres  in  Ontario  - 
Toronto,  Kingston,  Ottawa,  Hamilton,  London  and 
St.  Catharines  - had  general  hospitals.  But  the 
numbers  would  increase  substantially,  especially 
between  1890  and  1930,  coinciding  with  the 
acceptance  of  two  new  ideas  about  hospitals  - that 
they  should  serve  all  the  sick  in  need  of  medical 
care,  not  just  the  poor,  and  that  public  funds 
should  be  devoted  at  least  to  their  maintenance 
(Table  9A). 

Local  initiative  was  an  important  factor  in 
the  considerable  number  of  new  hospitals 
established  in  the  middle-sized  industrial  cities 
of  southern  Ontario.  Successful  entrepreneurs 
subscribed  at  least  part  of  the  cost  - in 
Brantford  the  new  hospital  building  of  1883  was 
given  by  J.H.  Stratford  and  furnished  by  other 
businessmen's  wives;  in  Peterborough,  a wealthy 
widow,  Mrs.  Charlotte  Nicholls  donated  the 
building  and  an  endowment  fund  of  half  a million 
dollars  in  1885;  the  Brockville  Hospital  of  1887 
was  assisted  by  the  Comstocks  and  Fulfords;  while 
the  site  of  the  Berlin-Water loo  Hospital  of  1895 
was  given  by  Joseph  Seagram  and  that  of  the 
Walker vi 1 le  Hospital  in  1928  by  Hiram  Walker. 
Later  gifts  by  well-to-do  citizens  included 
nurses'  homes,  isolation  wings  and  additions. 
Inter-city  rivalries  played  a part  in  the 
establishment  of  new  hospitals,  as  did  realization 
of  some  effects  of  the  industrialization  process  - 
the  number  of  young  workers  boarding  away  from 
their  homes,  and  the  injuries  caused  by  factory 
accidents.  The  first  hospitals  in  the  railway  and 
resource  communities  of  'New  Ontario'  were  usually 
begun  by  Roman  Catholic  orders,  and  sometimes  by 
railway  or  mining  companies. 
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Local  communities  came  to  identify  strongly 
with  their  hospitals.  Though  only  a small  number, 
like  Hamilton  and  London,  were  civic  institutions, 
the  governing  body  of  many  other  voluntary 
hospitals  included  representatives  of  the 
community,  such  as  nominees  of  the  municipal 
council  or  the  board  of  trade.  But  it  was  not 
until  1912  that  the  Hospitals  and  Charitable 
Institutions  Act  set  out  for  the  first  time  the 
responsibilities  of  municipalities  for  indigent 
patients  in  their  hospitals.  Municipalities  were 
expected  to  contribute  one  dollar  a day,  raised  to 
$1.25  in  1917,  $1.50  in  1920,  $2  in  1922  and  $2.25 
in  1944.  Provincial  aid  was  increased  from  the 
original  20  cents  of  1874  to  30  cents  in  1917,  60 
cents  in  1928,  and  75  cents  in  1944.  By  1932 
Ontario  municipalities  were  contributing 
$3,745,222  for  the  care  of  the  sick.^  During  the 
1930s  depression,  municipal  councils  also  became 
more  directly  concerned  with  hospitals,  as  a fair 
number  of  private  or  voluntary  institutions  were 
given  to  the  city  or  town,  as  in  Guelph,  Fergus 
and  Cobalt  for  example. 

By  1932,  there  were  162  public  hospitals  in 
107  urban  municipalities,  compared  with  10 
hospitals  in  six  municipalities  in  1873.  The 
number  of  patients  rose  from  2,916  to  228,569  over 
the  sixty  years. ^ Between  1932  and  1980,  a 
further  46  urban  communities  obtained  their  first 
hospitals.  During  the  past  half-century,  decision- 
making power  has  shifted  increasingly  to  the 
provincial  Ministry  of  Health,  which  has  also 
invested  heavily  in  new  or  expanded  hospital 
facilities  all  over  the  province.  While  the  new 
centralized  initiative  has  provided  some  districts 
of  Ontario  with  their  first  hospitals  and  other 
benefits  of  rationalized  health-care  delivery,  it 
has  also  brought  the  possibility  of  conflict  with 
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the  1 ong — e s t ab 1 i shed , local  loyalties  to  the 
older,  once-autonomous  hospital  boards. 


NOTES 


1 W.G.  Cosbie,  The  Toronto  General  Hospital , 

1819-1965  (Toronto:  Macmillan  of  Canada, 

1975);  Margaret  Angus,  Kingston  General 
Hospital:  a_  social  and  institutional  history 

(Montreal  and  London:  McGil 1—  Queens  University 
Press  for  the  Kingston  General  Hospital, 
1973). 

2 These  examples,  culled  from  local  histories, 
could  be  multiplied  in  many  other  communities. 
Brief  historical  outlines  of  Ontario  hospitals 
established  by  1930  are  included  in  Ontario 
Department  of  Health,  The  hospitals  of  Ontario 
(Toronto:  King's  Printer,  1934). 

3 Ibid.,  pp.  19-20.  Provincial  grants  totalled 
■$17919,081  in  1932. 

4 Ibid. 

5 Changes  in  the  recent  period  are  reviewed  in 

G.  Harvey  Agnew,  Canadian  hospitals , 1920- 

1970:  a dramatic  half-century  (Toronto: 

University  of  Toronto  Press,  1974). 

SOURCES  AND  RELIABILITY  OF  DATA  IN  TABLE  9 

Dates  of  first  hospital  in  each  urban  place, 
as  obtained  from  public  libraries  or  local 
histories,  were  systematically  checked  in  the 
following  sources: 


Ontario  Sessional  Papers  (1871-  ) Annual 

Reports^  of  the  Inspectors  of  Prisons  and 
Public  Charities  upon  the  Hospitals  and 
Charities  ...  of  the  Province. 

Ontario  Department  of  Health,  The  hospitals  of 
Ontario  (Toronto:  King's  Printer,  1934). 

Ontario  Ministry  of  Health,  Ontario  hospitals 
directory  1982  (Toronto:  Ontario  Government 
Publications,  1982). 

The  x for  Newbury  in  Table  9 indicates  that 
this  hospital  is  listed  in  the  1982  Hospitals 
Directory,  but  could  not  be  dated  any  more  exactly 
than  in  the  1970s. 


HOSPITALS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 
AJAX 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALL  I STON 

ALMONTE 

ARNPRIOR 

ASHBURNHAM 

BANCROFT 

BARR  I E 

BARRY'S  BAY 

BELLEVILLE 

BLIND  RIVER 

BOBCAYGEON 

BOWMANV I LLE 

BRACEBR I DGE 

BRAMPTON 

BRANTFORD 

BROCKVI LLE 

BURK'S  FALLS 

BURLINGTON 

CAMPBELLFORD 

CARLETON  PLACE 

CHATHAM 

CHESLEY 

CLINTON 

COBALT 

COBOURG 

COCHRANE 

COLLINGWOOD 

COPPER  CLI FF 

CORNWALL 

DEEP  RIVER 

DRYDEN 

DUNNVI LLE 

DURHAM 

EAST  WINDSOR 
EAST  YORK 
ELLIOT  LAKE 
ENGLEHART 
ESPANOLA 


YEAR  HOSPITAL 
ESTABLISHED 

1942 

1965 

1928 

1904 

1947 

1890 

1927 
1892 
1960 
1886 

1907 

1960 
1913 

1928 

1925 
1885 
1887 

1949 

1961 
1935 
1956 

1891 

1948 

1908 
1907 
1904 
1915 
1885 
1903 
1897 
1946 
1922 
1920 
1922 
1931 

1926 
1953 
1928 

1950 
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3LE  9 


HOSPITALS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 

YEAR  HOSPITAL 

URBAN  PLACE  ESTABLISHED 


ETOBICOKE 

1956 

EXETER 

1953 

FERGUS 

1901 

FORT  ERIE 

1929 

FORT  FRANCES 

1898 

FORT  WILLIAM 

1899 

GALT 

1891 

GEORGETOWN 

1961 

GERALDTON 

1935 

GODERICH 

1905 

GRIMSBY 

1946 

GUELPH 

1875 

HAGERSVI LLE 

1947 

HAI LEYBURY 

1908 

HAMILTON 

1850 

HANOVER 

1947 

HAVELOCK 

1922 

HAWKESBURY 

1927 

HEARST 

1923 

HUNTSVI LLE 

1884 

1 NGERSOLL 

1909 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1926 

KAPUSKASI NG 

1928 

KEMPTVI LLE 

1960 

KENORA 

1897 

KINCARDINE 

1908 

KINGSTON 

1845 

KINGSVILLE 

1915 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

1925 

KITCHENER 

1895 

L'ORIGNAL 

1912 

LEAMINGTON 

1910 

LINDSAY 

1902 

LION'S  HEAD 

1924 

LISTOWEL 

1919 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

1944 

LONDON 

1862 

MARKDALE 

1949 
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HOSPITALS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 

YEAR  HOSPITAL 

URBAN  PLACE  ESTABLISHED 


MATHESON 

1922 

MATTAWA 

1878 

MEAFORD 

1 945 

MIDLAND 

1914 

Ml LLBROOK 

1915 

MILTON 

1959 

MISSISSAUGA 

1958 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1922 

NAPANEE 

1914 

NEW  LISKEARD 

1907 

NEWBURY 

X 

NEWMARKET 

1923 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1907 

N 1 AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

1920 

NORTH  BAY 

1899 

NORTH  YORK 

1957 

OAKVILLE 

1938 

ORANGEVILLE 

1912 

ORILLIA 

1908 

OSHAWA 

1910 

OTTAWA 

1845 

OWEN  SOUND 

1893 

PALMERSTON 

1927 

PARIS 

1922 

PARRY  SOUND 

1897 

PEMBROKE 

1878 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1912 

PERTH 

1923 

PETERBOROUGH 

1885 

PETROL  1 A 

191 1 

PICTON 

1919 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1885 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1951 

PORT  CREDIT 

1958 

PORT  HOPE 

1913 

PORT  PERRY 

1946 

RAINY  RIVER 

1925 

RENFREW 

1897 

HOSPITALS  IN  ONTARIO  MUNICIPALITIES 

YEAR  HOSPITAL 

URBAN  PLACE  ESTABLISHED 


RICHMOND  HILL 

SANDWICH 

SARNIA 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

SCARBOROUGH 

SEAFORTH 

SHELBURNE 

SIMCOE 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

SMITHS  FALLS 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

SOUTHAMPTON 

ST  CATHARINES 

ST  MARYS 

ST  THOMAS 

STOUFFV I LLE 

STRATFORD 

STRATHROY 

STURGEON  FALLS 

SUDBURY 

THESSALON 

TILLSONBURG 

TIMMINS 

TORONTO 

TRENTON 

UXBRIDGE 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVI LLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WATERLOO 

WELLAND 

WH I TBY 

Wl ARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDSOR 

W INGHAM 

WOODSTOCK 

YORK 


1963 

1923 

1896 

1899 

1956 

1926 
1950 
1925 
1923 
1904 
1916 

1947 
1865 

1950 
1891 
1935 
1891 
1914 

1927 
1896 

1902 

1903 
1912 
1829 

1951 
1959 
1922 
1903 

1928 
1956 
1895 
1909 
1944 
1949 

1948 
1890 
1898 
1895 
1954 
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10.  GROWTH  OF  URBAN  POPULATION 


The  rapid  growth  of  urban  as  compared  with 
rural  population  is  one  of  the  most  momentous 
of  modern  tendencies. 

S.A.  Cudmore  and  H.G.  Caldwell,  'Rural  and 
Urban  Population  of  Canada,'  1931  Census  o f 
Canada  Vol.  XIII,  p.  441. 

From  their  first  incorporations  in  the  1830s, 
urban  municipalities  have  grown  faster  than  the 
general  rural  population  in  all  periods.  Rates  of 
growth  have  varied  over  time,  however,  and  also 
between  different  size-classes  of  urban  place. 

The  growth  of  the  urban  proportion  of  the 
total  population  is  shown  in  Table  10A.  Two 
definitions  of  'urban'  are  presented,  the  total  of 
all  incorporated  places  (ie.  cities,  towns  and 
villages)  and  the  official  classification  of  urban 
population  as  adopted  by  Statistics  Canada  and  its 
predecessor,  the  Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics. 
In  1831  only  14  percent  of  the  population  lived  in 
urban  centres.  By  1881  the  proportion  had  reached 
almost  30  percent.  A century  later  the  proportion 
was  80  percent.  These  shifts  in  proportion 
represent  substantial  changes  not  only  in  the 
fabric  of  the  province  but  also  in  its  culture. 


Table  10A 


Percentage  of  total  Ontario  population 
in  urban  areas 


Incorporated 
municipalities  * 


Official  census 
definition  of  urban 


2 


1851 

14.1 

14.0 

1861 

17.8 

16.7 

1871 

21.8 

20.6 

1881 

29.9 

27.1 

1891 

38.6 

35.0 

1901 

42.8 

40.3 

1911 

52.7 

49.5 

1921 

58.2 

58.8 

1931 

61.1 

63.1 

1941 

61.8 

67.5 

1951 

60.0 

72.5 

1961 

58.1 

77.3 

1971 

78.1 

82.3 

1981 

78.6 

81.9 

Notes:  1 

Compiled  from  Tables 

10  and  10D 

2 The  official  census  urban  definition 
prior  to  1921  was  an  incorporated  place 
with  minimum  of  1,000  population.  After 
1921  the  definition  became  an 
'agglomeration'  of  1,000  population  or 
more  in  a place,  whether  incorporated  or 
not . 

Sources:  Percentages  in  Column  2 to  1961  from 
Leroy  Stone,  Urban  Development  in  Canada, 
Table  2.2,  p.  29;  1971  and  1981  from 

Statistics  Canada. 


The  proportional  decline  of  population  living 
in  incorporated  municipalities  between  1941  and 
1961  reflects  the  outward  movement  of  people  into 
the  unincorporated  fringes  of  urban  centres.  The 
largest  movement  was  in  the  Toronto  area,  where 
many  large  townships  grew  at  a very  rapid  rate  but 
were  not  incorporated  until  the  1960s.  The  slight 
proportional  decrease  in  the  official  urban 
definition  between  1971  and  1981  may  be  explained 
by  the  exurban  developments  across  the  province 
where  people  have  settled  in  very  small 
communities  or  the  countryside  outside  the  places 
with  a minimum  of  1,000  population. 

Table  10B  classifies  all  the  urban 
municipalities  by  size  group  from  1851  to  1981. 
The  number  of  urban  municipalities  grew  from  35  in 
1851  to  193  in  1881.  By  1911  there  were  287  urban 
municipalities  and  the  population  living  in  these 
places  exceeded  one  million.  The  number  of  urban 
municipalities  reached  a peak  of  334  in  1961. 
Since  that  time  the  total  number  of  urban 
municipalities  has  been  reduced  by  amalgamation 
and  restructuring  especially  in  the  vicinity  of 
large  metropolitan  cities.  The  total  urban 
population  in  the  past  two  decades  has  grown  very 
substantially,  placing  new  stresses  on  services. 


An  examination  of  Table  10B  reveals  the 
growing  dominance  of  the  larger  places.  Toronto, 
always  the  largest  place  from  the  1830s,  first 
exceeded  the  50,000  population  mark  in  the  1871 
census.  By  1901  two  other  places  had  joined 
Toronto  in  the  largest  class.  In  the  past  two 
decades,  the  number  of  places  with  50,000 
population  or  more  has  increased  from  12  to  29. 
The  smaller  places  (ie.  those  with  less  than  2,500 
population)  have  become  less  significant,  in 
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absolute  numbers  of  urban  municipalities  and  as  a 
proportion  of  the  total  urban  population.  Table 
10C  shows  the  steady  relative  decline. 

Table  10C 

Changing  significance  of  smaller 
urban  centres 

Places  with  under  2,500  population 
a)  % of  all  urban  b)  % total  urban 


places 

population 

1851 

65.7 

26.9 

1861 

69.6 

28.4 

1871 

66.9 

26.2 

1881 

72.0 

28.5 

1891 

73.0 

24.7 

1901 

73.1 

23.3 

1911 

71.1 

16.7 

1921 

70.1 

12.8 

1931 

67.6 

10.4 

1941 

67.2 

9.6 

1951 

61.6 

7.9 

1961 

56.0 

5.8 

1971 

51.8 

3.3 

1981 

46.8 

2.4 

Source : 

compiled  from  Tables 

10  and  10D. 

Urban  population  growth  results  from  natural 
increase  (an  excess  of  births  over  deaths)  and 
migration  (local,  i n t e r -p r o v i n c i a 1 and 
international).  Some  growth,  as  shown  in  the 
statistics,  is  also  a result  of  changes  in  area  of 
the  municipality  resulting  from  amalgamation  or 
annexation.  Only  a few  places  in  Ontario  have 
grown  persistently  from  census  to  census.  Most 
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Table  10B 

ONTARIO:  NUMBERS  OF  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES  AND 

Population  Size-Class 


1851 

# Places 
Population 

1861 

# Place 
Population 

1871 

# Places 
Population 

1881 

# Places 
Population 

1891 

//  Places 
Population 

1901 

//  Places 
Population 

1911 

//  Places 
Population 

1921 

# Places 
Population 

1931 

# Places 
Population 

1941 

# Places 
Population 

1951 

# Places 
Population 

1961 

# Places 
Population 

1971 

# Places 
Population 

1981 

# Places 
Population 

1000- 

1000- 

2499 

2 

21 

1,134 

34,872 

21 

34 

16,114 

54,970 

28 

45 

21,072 

71,688 

61 

78 

44,313 

119,778 

72 

96 

50,893 

150,639 

82 

103 

56,656 

161,521 

111 

93 

73,577 

148,772 

127 

93 

75,537 

142,460 

135 

88 

80,327 

136,749 

121 

102 

69,046 

155,172 

111 

96 

65,433 

153,153 

93 

99 

54,762 

156,572 

86 

88 

54,982 

141,781 

73 

72 

46,079 

161,562 

2500- 

5000- 

4999 

9999 

7 

2 

26,782 

14,795 

15 

4 

50,148 

23,888 

24 

7 

82,034 

44,243 

35 

14 

122,729 

105,339 

38 

15 

130,530 

117,385 

40 

18 

138,691 

138,521 

43 

21 

149,562 

147,567 

48 

21 

170,277 

140,658 

47 

28 

163,607 

180,127 

45 

32 

155,913 

217,829 

56 

33 

194,064 

237,943 

57 

40 

200,826 

284,726 

49 

44 

171,417 

307,993 

39 

37 

142,576 

252,072 

POPULATION  IN  SIZE-CLASS 


10, GOO- 
24, 999 

25,000- 

49,999 

50,000 

TOTAL 

2 

1 

35 

25,679 

30,775 

134,055 

4 

1 

79 

59,063 

44,821 

249,004 

3 

1 

1 

109 

49,778 

26,716 

56,092 

353,629 

2 

2 

1 

193 

33,837 

63,373 

86,415 

575,784 

5 

3 

1 

230 

63,241 

123,175 

181,215 

817,078 

6 

1 

3 

253 

80,953 

37,976 

320,602 

934,920 

15 

1 

3 

287 

220,380 

46,300 

545,502 

1,331,660 

19 

2 

4 

314 

304,282 

68,031 

804,856 

1,706,091 

24 

3 

5 

330 

399,844 

87,177 

1,047,882 

2,095,713 

17 

10 

5 

332 

272,554 

297,541 

1,172,190 

2,340,245 

22 

13 

5 

336 

341,546 

463,650 

1,301,521 

2,757,301 

30 

12 

12 

343 

499,506 

464,908 

1,959,785 

3,621,035 

30 

14 

25 

336 

467,594 

485,861 

4,387,493 

6,017,121 

40 

22 

29 

310 

600,529 

776,189 

4,850,979 

6,783,551 

places  have  grown  in  phases,  when  the  regional 
agricultural  base  was  being  developed  or  when  some 
new  economic  activity  was  introduced.  For  many  of 
the  smaller  places,  which  remained  strongly  linked 
to  their  local  rural  hinterland,  their  populations 
have  remained  relatively  unchanged  for  a century 
or  more.  The  exploration  of  the  causes  of 
differential  growth  is  one  which  has  interested 
several  scholars  in  recent  years.  Given  the 
overall  similarity  of  environmental  conditions  in 
broad  regions  of  the  province,  explanation  of 
growth  has  to  be  sought  in  the  local  ways  in  which 
new  developments  such  as  manufacturing  industry 
were  promoted  and  established.  For  the  most  part 
success  tends  to  breed  further  successes.  Towns 
which  achieved  above-average  size  were  more 
successful  in  continuing  to  attract  new  growth 
activities . 

Table  10  presents  the  numbers  of  people  in 
each  urban  municipality,  as  recorded  in  the 
decennial  census  of  population.  Much  of  this 
material  has  already  been  published  by  the 
Dominion  Bureau  of  Statistics  and  latterly  by 
Statistics  Canada.  Since  these  data,  especially 
full  historical  series,  are  increasingly  difficult 
to  find  in  the  flood  of  statistical  reports,  it 
was  felt  that  this  comprehensive  tabulation  would 
be  more  convenient  to  many  users.  The  statistics 
cover  the  period  from  the  next  census  after 
incorporation  as  an  urban  municipality.  A.n 
asterisk  (*)  after  a figure  means  that  a major 
boundary  change  (amalgamation  with  a neighbouring 
municipality  or  annexation  of  surrounding  rural 
territory)  had  taken  place  in  the  previous 
decade.^  Most  of  the  annexations  have  occurred 
since  1945,  while  amalgamation  of  contiguous 
suburban  municipalities  has  been  a characteristic 
since  the  1880s  in  the  largest  cities.  Details  of 
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amalgamations  may  be  found  in  Table  1.  Table  10D 
shows  the  1971  and  1981  populations  of  the  new 
urban  municipalities  formed  during  the  regional 
restructuring  of  local  government  in  the  1970s, 
which  are  not  included  in  Table  10. 


NOTES 

1 See,  for  example,  John  U.  Marshall  and  W.R. 
Smith,  'The  dynamics  of  growth  in  a regional 
urban  system:  Southern  Ontario,  1851-1971,' 
Canadian  Geographer,  XXII,  1 (1978),  pp.  22- 
40.  For  discussion  of  the  growth  of  smaller 
urban  centres,  see  Gerald  Hodge  and  Mohammad 
Qadeer , Towns  and  Vi 1 1 ages  in  Canada 
(Scarborough:  Butterworths , 1983). 

2 There  are  no  retrospective  totals  given  for 
places.  In  some  cases,  such  as  the  Toronto 
boroughs  and  Mississauga,  it  would  be  possible 
to  compile  retrospective  totals  for  the 
earlier  townships. 

3 The  details  of  major  boundary  changes  are 
derived  from  the  census  volumes  for  each  year. 
From  precise  knowledge  of  some  places,  it  is 
clear  that  the  census  details  are  incomplete 
especially  fopr  the  period  before  1921. 

The  sharp  increase  of  the  number  of 
boundary  changes  in  the  postwar  period  is  an 
indication  of  the  urbanization  process  and  the 
apparent  ease  by  which  adjacent  territory 
could  be  annexed  by  urban  centres. 
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SOURCES  OF  URBAN  POPULATION  DATA 


The  principal  sources  of  census  data  were: 


1851-1861 

1871-1951 

1951-1971 


1981 


Census  of  the  Canadas  1851-52;  Census 
of  the  Canadas  1860-61 . 

Census  of  Canada  1951  Vol.  1,  Table  6, 
'Popu latTon  by  census  subdivisions 
1871-1951. ’ 

Census  of  Canada  1971,  Vol.  1,  Part  1, 
Table  2,  'Population  of  Census 
Subdivisions  1921-1971.'  (Catalogue  No. 
92-702). 

Census  of  Canada  1981,  Vol.  2,  Ontario, 
Table  4,  'Population  for  census 
divisions  and  subdivisions  1976  and 
1981.'  (Catalogue  No.  93-906). 


While  rechecking  the  census  volumes,  two 
additional  incorporated  villages  were  discovered: 
Presqu'ile  (Northumberland)  population  36  in  1941 
and  38  in  1951;  Long  Point  (Norfolk)  population  45 
in  1951.  Neither  place  was  discovered  on  other 
lists  of  municipal  units.  Both  places  were 
previously  'park  commissions'  and  were  dissolved 
by  1956. 

Annual  population  estimates  derived  from 
assessment  surveys  were  published  from  1882  by  the 
Bureau  of  Industries  Annual  Reports  (1882-1917); 
Bureau  of  Municipal  Affairs,  Municipal  Statistics 
(1917-1933);  Department  of  Municipal  Affairs  (now 
Ministry  of  Municipal  Affairs  and  Housing),  Annual 
Report  of  Municipal  Statistics  (1934-)  and  also  in 
the  annual  Municipal  Directory  (1948-). 

Additional  details  of  publications  and 
statistics  published  by  government  agencies  may  be 
found  in  Hazel  I.  McTaggart,  Publications  of  the 


Government  of  Ontario  1901-1955  (Toronto:  Queen's 
Printer,  1964)  and  Statistics,  Canada  Index  to 
Municipal  Data  1982  (Ottawa:  Statistics  Canada, 
1983,  Catalogue  No.  11-515). 

Table  10D 


Populations  of  new  urban  municipalities 
produced  by  regional  restructuring  in  1970s 


1971  1981 


ANCASTER 

CALEDON 

CAMBRIDGE 

EAST  GWILLIMBURY 

GLOUCESTER 

HALDIMAND 

HALTON  HILLS 

KANATA 

LINCOLN 

NANTICOKE 

NEPEAN 

NICKEL  CENTRE 
ONAPING  FALLS 
PELHAM 
PICKERING 
RAYSIDE-BALFOUR 
THUNDER  BAY 
VALLEY  EAST 
VAUGHAN 
WALDEN 

WHITCHURCH-STOUFFVILLE 


9,359 

14,428 

26,645 

77,183 

12,565 

14,247 

72,857 

16,866 

35,190 

19,728 

14,196 

9,997 

19,186 

84,361 

12,318 

6,198 

11,104 

108,411 

37,754 

15,017 

112,486 

15,873 

20,433 

29,674 

11,262 

10,139 

13,557 

147 
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CENSUS 


URBAN  PLACE 

1851 

ACTON 

. 

AILSA  CRAIG 

AJAX 

ALEXANDRIA 

ALFRED 

ALLANDALE 

ALL  1 STON 

ALMONTE 

ALVI NSTON 

AMHERSTBURG 

1,880 

ARKONA 

ARNPRIOR 

ARTHUR 

ASHBURNHAM 

ATHENS 

AURORA 

AYLMER 

AYR 

BALA 

BANCROFT 

BARRIE 

1,007 

BARRY’S  BAY 

BATH 

700 

BAYFIELD 

BEACHBURG 

BEACHVI LLE 

BEAMSVI LLE 

BEAVERTON 

BEETON 

BELLE  RIVER 

BELLEVILLE 

4,569 

BELMONT 

BLENHEIM 

BLIND  RIVER 

BLOOMFIELD 

BLYTH 

BOBCAYGEON 

BOLTON 

BONFI ELD 

BOTHWELL 

BOWMANVI LLE 

BRACEBRIDGE 

POPULATIONS 

1861 


2,  36 


2,134 


6,277 


TABLE  10 


OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

848 

1,209 

1,484 

1,720 

872 

731 

744 

568 

• 

1,614 

1,911 

2,323 

1,099 

1 , 371 

1,256 

1,279 

2,080 

2,684 

3,068 

3,023 

2,452 

830 

1,006 

898 

806 

1 ,936 

2,672 

2,279 

2,222 

2,560 

569 

463 

468 

424 

1,714 

2,147 

3,341 

4,152 

4,405 

1,257 

1,296 

1,285 

1 ,102 

1,197 

1,266 

1,674 

1,647 

802 

904 

953 

1,132 

1,540 

1,743 

1,590 

1,901 

1,540 

2,  166 

2,204 

2,102 

1,040 

827 

823 

* 

* 

625 

3,398 

4,854 

5,550 

5,949* 

6,420 

601 

546 

530 

407 

347 

679 

595 

558 

477 

685 

91 

832 

1,096 

850 

855 

1,015 

771 

634 

564 

556 

657 

607 

520 

7,305 

9,516 

9,916 

9,117 

9,876 

1,212 

1,708 

1,653 

1,387 

# 

2,558 

. 

610 

914 

927 

871 

704 

750 

1,018 

914 

1,000 

606 

743 

702 

712 

403 

484 

995 

965 

897 

907 

690 

3,034 

3,504 

3,377 

2,731 

2,814 

1,260 

1,419 

2,479 

2, 776 

CENSUS 

POPULATIONS 

OF  ONTARIO 

URBAN  MUNICI PALI 

ITI  ES 

1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

1,722 

1,855 

2,063 

2,880  * 

4,144* 

5,031  * 

ACTON 

532 

489 

474 

515 

554 

608 

765 

A 1 LSA  CRAIG 

, 

4,168 

7,755 

12,515 

25,475  * 

AJAX 

2,  195 

2,006 

2,175 

2,204 

2,597  * 

3,240 

3,271 

ALEXANDRIA 

1,195 

1,230 

1,054 

ALFRED 

. 

ALLANDALE 

1 , 376 

1,355 

1,733 

1,987 

2,884  * 

3,176  * 

4,712 

ALLI STON 

2,426 

2,415 

2,543 

2,672 

3,267 

3,696  * 

3,855  * 

ALMONTE 

691 

708 

699 

693 

660 

702 

736 

ALVI NSTON 

2,769 

2,759 

2,853 

3,638 

4,452 

5,169 

5,685 

AMHERSTBURG 

420 

420 

406 

370 

504 

469 

473 

ARKONA 

4,077 

4,023 

3,895 

4,  381 

5,474  * 

6,016 

5,828 

ARNPRIOR 

1,104 

1,021 

937 

1,088 

1,200 

1,414 

1,700 

ARTHUR 

. 

ASHBURNHAM 

726 

724 

722 

845 

1,015 

1,071 

948 

ATHENS 

2,307 

2,587 

2,726 

3,358 

8,791  * 

13,614  * 

16,267 

AURORA 

2,194 

2,283 

2,478 

3,483 

4,705  * 

4,755 

5,254 

AYLMER 

777 

804 

761 

931 

1,016 

1,272  * 

. 

AYR 

346 

374 

404 

422 

495 

. 

. 

BALA 

768 

911 

1,094 

1 ,334 

2,615  * 

2,276 

2,329 

BANCROFT 

6,936 

7,776 

9,725 

12,514 

21 ,169  * 

27,676  * 

38,423 

BARR  1 E 

1,198 

1,218 

1,439 

1,432 

1,216 

BARRY'S  BAY 

349 

334 

303 

406 

693 

810 

1,071 

BATH 

402 

. 

. 

503 

649 

BAYF 1 ELD 

542 

549 

682 

BEACHBURG 

, 

995 

BEACHVI LLE 

1,256 

1,203 

1,309 

1,712 

2,537 

. 

. 

BEAMSVI LLE 

933 

892 

934 

1,048 

1,217 

1,485* 

BEAVERTON 

582 

563 

594 

613 

810 

1,061 

1,989 

BEETON 

608 

782 

999 

1,431  * 

-1,854 

2,877  * 

3,568 

BELLE  RIVER 

12,206 

13,790 

15,710 

19,519 

30,655 

35,128 

34,881 

BELLEVILLE 

649 

798 

831 

BELMONT 

1,565 

1,737 

1,952 

2,459  * 

3,151  I 

3,490  * 

4,044 

BLENHEIM 

1,843 

2,805 

2,619 

2,512 

4,093 

3,617 

3,444 

BLIND  RIVER 

600 

681 

647 

685 

803 

730 

718 

BLOOMF 1 ELD 

656 

622 

611 

665 

724 

813 

926 

BLYTH 

1,095 

991 

1,002 

1,207  * 

1,210 

1,518 

1,625 

BOBCAYGEON 

679 

556 

577 

820 

2,104 

2,984 

• 

BOLTON 

421 

493 

497 

570 

714 

694 

BON  F 1 ELD 

633 

649 

677 

725 

819  „ 

810 

915 

BOTHWELL 

3,233 

4,080 

4,113 

5,430 

7,  397 

8,947  * 

BOWMANVI LLE 

2,451 

2,436 

2,  341 

2,684 

2,927 

6,903  * 

9,063 

BRACEBRIDGE 
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CENSUS  POPULATIONS 


URBAN  PLACE 


1851  1861 


BRADFORD 

BRAES  IDE 

BRAMPTON 

BRANTFORD 

BRIDGEBURG 

BRIDGEPORT 

BRIGHTON 

BROCKTON 

BROCKVI LLE 

BRONTE 

BRUCE  MINES 

BRUSSELS 

BURK'S  FALLS 

BURLINGTON 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

CACHE  BAY 

CALEDON  EAST 

CALEDONIA 

CAMPBELLFORD 

CANN I NGTON 

CAPREOL 

CARDINAL 

CARLETON  PLACE 

CASSELMAN 

CAYUGA 

CHALK  RIVER 

CHARLTON 

CHATHAM 

CHATSWORTH 

CHELMSFORD 

CHESLEY 

CHESTERVILLE 

CH I PPAWA 

CLIFFORD 

CLINTON 

COBALT 

COBDEN 

COBOURG 

COCHRANE 

COLBORNE 

COLDWATER 


3,877 


3,24 


2,070 


1,193 


3,87 


961 

1,627 

6,251 


1,182 

4,112 


4,466 

1,095 

1,000 


4,975 

806 


ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

191 1 

1,130 

1,176 

996 

984 

946 

2,090 

2,920 

3,252 

2,748 

3,412 

8,107 

9,616 

12,753 

16,619 

23,132 

• ~ 

1,356 

1,770 

1,357 

1,547 

1,479 

1,378 

1,320 

786 

. 

. 

5,102 

7,609 

8,791 

8,940 

9,374 

* 

; 

689 

1,280 

1,204 

1,114 

902 

849 

976 

1,068 

1,325 

1,119 

1,831 

. 

. 

• 

889 

1,246 

1,242 

968 

801 

952 

1,418 

2,424 

2,485 

3,051 

922 

1,050 

1,058 

948 

* 

959 

1 , 378 

1,111 

1,205 

1,975 

4,435 

4,059 

3,621 

. 

707 

956 

803 

830 

822 

771 

736 

5,873 

7,873 

9,052 

9,068 

10,770 

893 

1,437 

1,734 

357 

550 

1,734 

775 

932 

883 

922 

664 

523 

460 

707 

722 

634 

608 

595 

2,016 

2,606 

2,635 

2,547 

2,254 

4,442 

4,957 

4,829 

734 

4,239 

5,638 

762 

5,074 

823 

1,079 

1,068 

1,017 

1,715 

999 

. 

# 

• 

649 
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CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

961 

972 

1,033 

1,483 

2,  342 

3,401 

7,  370 

BRADFORD 

472 

505 

540 

528 

522 

492  . 

BRAESI DE 

4,527 

5,532 

6,020 

8,369  * 

18,467  * 

41,211  * 

149,030  * 

BRAMPTON 

29,440 

30,107 

31,948 

36,727 

55,201 

64,421 

74,315 

BRANTFORD 

2,401 

3,521 

# 

. 

. 

. 

BR 1 DGEBURG 

1,137 

1,672  * 

2,375  * 

BRIDGEPORT 

1,411 

1,580 

1,651 

1,967 

2,403 

2,956 

3,147 

BRIGHTON 

BROCKTON 

10,043 

9,736 

11,342 

12,301  * 

17,744  * 

19,765  * 

19,896 

BROCKVI LLE 
BRONTE 

477 

473 

362 

370 

484 

505 

635 

BRUCE  MINES 

870 

782 

825 

813 

844 

908 

962  * 

BRUSSELS 

981 

855 

710 

891  * 

926  . 

891 

922 

BURK'S  FALLS 

2,709 

3,046 

3,815 

6,017 

47,008 

87,023  * 

114,853  * 

BURLINGTON 

2,049 

2,827 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

926 

1,151 

1,004 

845 

810 

727 

665 

CACHE  BAY 

654  , 

910 

CALEDON  EAST 

1,223 

1 , 396 

1 , 40  i 

1,681 

2,198 

3,183 

. 

CALEDONIA 

2,890 

2,744 

3,018 

3,235 

3,478  * 

3,522 

3,409 

CAMPBELLFORD 

869 

779 

763 

890 

1,024  * 

1,083 

CANN 1 NGTON 

1,287 

1,684 

1,641 

2,002 

3,003 

3,470 

3,845  * 

CAPREOL 

1 , 241 

1,319 

1,645 

1,782 

1,944 

1,865 

1 ,753  . 

CARDINAL 

3,841 

4,105 

4,305 

4,725 

4,796  . 

5,020 

5,626 

CARLETON  PLACE 

977 

995 

1,021 

1,158 

1,277 

1 , 337 

1,675 

CASSELMAN 

784 

721 

709 

719 

897 

1,084 

CAYUGA 

1,135 

1,094 

1,010 

CHALK  RIVER 

405 

225 

210 

169  , 

157 

131 

213 

CHARLTON 

13,256 

14,569 

17, 369 

21,218 

29,826  * 

35,317  * 

40,952 

CHATHAM 

332 

266 

345 

395  * 

419 

399 

383 

CHATSWORTH 

561 

725 

905 

1,210 

2,559 

CHELMSFORD 

1,708 

1,669 

1,701 

1,672 

1,697 

1,693 

1,840 

CHESLEY 

967 

1,012 

1,067 

1,094 

1,248 

1,252 

1,430 

CHESTERVI LLE 

1,137 

1,266 

1 , 385 

1,762 

3,256 

. 

. 

CH 1 PPAWA 

469 

437 

464 

510 

542 

555  , 

645 

CLI FFORD 

2,018 

1,789 

1,896 

2,547 

3,491  * 

3,154 

3,081 

CLINTON 

4,449 

3,885 

2,376 

2,230 

2,209 

2,197 

1,759 

COBALT 

711 

639 

656 

831 

942 

926 

997 

COBDEN 

5,327 

5,834 

5,973 

7,470 

10,646 

1 1,282  * 

11,385. 

COBOURG 

2,655 

3,963 

2,844 

3,401 

4,521  * 

4,965  * 

4,848 

COCHRANE 

932 

1,015 

994 

1 , 108 

1 ,336 

1,588 

1,795  , 

COLBORNE 

658 

628 

549 

583 

726 

759 

954 

COLDWATER 

URBAN  PLACE 


COLLI NGWOOD 

CONISTON 

COOKSTOWN 

COPPER  CLI FF 

CORNWALL 

COURTRIGHT 

CREEMORE 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

DEEP  RIVER 

DELHI 

DELORO 

DESERONTO 

DRAYTON 

DRESDEN 

DRYDEN 

DUNDALK 

DUNDAS 

DUNNVI LLE 

DURHAM 

DUTTON 

EAST  TORONTO 
EAST  WINDSOR 
EAST  YORK 
EGANVI LLE 
ELLIOT  LAKE 
ELMIRA 
ELMVALE 
ELORA 
EMBRO 
ENGLEHART 
ERIE  BEACH 
ERI EAU 
ERIN 

ESPANOLA 

ESSEX 

ETOBICOKE 

EXETER 

FENELON  FALLS 

FERGUS 

FINCH 

FLESHERTON 


CENSUS 

POPULATIONS 

OF  ONTARIO 

URBAN  MUNICI PAL 

TIES 

1851 

1861 

1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

191 1 

1,408 

2,829 

4,445 

4,939 

5,755 

7,090 

1,646 

1,915 

2,033 

4,468 

6,805 

721 

6,704 

654 

3,082 

6,598 

375 

643 

• 

823 

825 

3,517 

2,852 

1,268 

3,135 

1,452 

587 

1,979 

3,709 

1,808 

1,059 

3,338 

793 

2,058 

696 

3,546 

1,776 

1,273 

838 

3,527 

791 

1,613 

762 

3,173 

2,105 

1,422 

863 

1,564 

2,013 

706 

1,551 

715 

687 

4,299 

2,861 

1,581 

836 

710 

1 ,107 

1 ,189 

1,069 

1,060 

1,782 

1,043 

551 

1,498 

484 

1,387 

616 

1 , 304 
627 

1,187 

595 

1,197 

477 

670 

594 

51  i 

51  i 

1,709 

1,391 

1,353 

1,117 

1 , 666 

1,725 

1,155 

1,733 

1,809 

1,219 

1,598 

1,792 

1,132 

1,396 

1,555 

1,053 

1,534 

411 

153 


CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

5,882 

5,809 

6,270 

7,413 

8,  385 

9,775 

12,064 

COLL  1 NGWOOO 

2,245 

2,292 

2,692  * 

2,907 

CONISTON 

847 

918 

COOKSTOWN 

2,597 

3,173 

3,732 

3,974  * 

3,600  * 

4,089 

COPPER  CLI FF 

7,419 

11,126 

14,117 

16,899  * 

43,639  * 

47, 116 

46,144 

CORNWALL 

448 

345 

325 

531 

532 

590 

COURTRIGHT 

653 

591 

629 

698 

850 

978 

1,182 

CREEMORE 

298 

661 

618 

1,204 

1,886 

. 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

5,377 

5,671  , 

5,095 

DEEP  RIVER 

733 

1,121 

2,062 

2,517  * 

3,427 

3,894 

DELH  1 

279 

331 

333 

283 

157 

255 

235, 

DELORO 

1,847 

1,476 

1,261 

1 , 522 

1,797 

1,863 

1,740 

DESERONTO 

600 

558 

504 

541 

646 

752  , 

809 

DRAYTON 

1,339 

1,529 

1,662 

2,052 

2,  346 

2,  369 

2,550 

DRESDEN 

1,019 

1 , 326 

1,641 

2,627 

5,728 

6,939 

6,640 

DRYDEN 

675 

673 

688 

768 

852 

1,022 

1,250 

DUNDALK 

4,978 

5,026 

5,276 

6,846 

12,912 

17,208 

19,586  * 

DUNDAS 

3,224 

3,405 

4,028 

4,478 

5,181 

5,576 

11,353* 

DUNNVI LLE 

1,494 

1,750 

1,700 

1,839 

2,180 

2,448 

2,458 

DURHAM 

813 

776 

787 

794 

815 

878 

1,115 

DUTTON 

. 

. 

. 

EAST  TORONTO 

5,870 

14,251 

. 

, 

EAST  WINDSOR 

104, 784  * 

101,974 

EAST  YORK 

1,015 

1,020 

1,088 

1,326  * 

1,549 

1,395 

1,245 

EGANVI LLE 

. 

16,723 

ELLIOT  LAKE 

2,016 

2,170 

2,012 

2,589 

3,337  * 

4,730* 

ELMIRA 

808 

957 

1,103, 

1,183 

ELMVALE 

1,136 

1,195 

1,247 

1 , 348 

1,486 

1,904 

2,666 

ELORA 

460 

460 

464 

472 

552 

703 

EMBRO 

759 

1,210 

1,262 

1,585 

1,786 

1,721 

1,689 

ENGLEHART 

28 

48 

41 

59 

137 

222 

244 

ERIE  BEACH 

205 

255 

288 

434 

497 

509 

430 

ERI EAU 

479 

451 

499 

650 

1,005 

1,446 

2,313* 

ERIN 

# 

. 

. 

5,  353 

6,  °45 

5,836 

ESPANOLA 

1,588 

1,954 

1,935 

2,741 

3,742 

4,002 

6,295 

ESSEX 

# 

# 

282,686  * 

298,713 

ETOBICOKE 

1,442 

1,666 

1,589 

2,547 

3,047 

3,354 

3,732 

EXETER 

1,031 

963 

1,158 

1 , 304 

1,359 

"1,616 

1,701  , 

FENELON  FALLS 

1,796 

2,594 

2,832 

3,387 

3,831 

5,433 

6,064 

FERGUS 

383 

386 

397 

393 

386 

397 

353 

FINCH 

422 

482 

431 

463 

515 

524* 

565 

FLESHERTON 

154 


CENSUS 

URBAN  PLACE  1851 


FONTHI LL 
FOREST 
FOREST  HILL 
FORT  ERIE 
FORT  FRANCES 
FORT  WILLIAM 
FRANKFORD 
FROOD  MINES 
GALT 

GANANOQUE 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

GEORGETOWN 

GERALDTON 

GLENCOE 

GODERICH 

GORE  BAY 

GRAND  BEND 

GRAND  VALLEY 

GRAVENHURST 

GRIMSBY 

GUELPH 

HAGERSV I LLE 

HA  I LEYBURY 

HAMILTON 

HANOVER 

HARRISTON 

HARROW 

HASTINGS 

HAVELOCK 

HAWKESBURY 

HEARST 

HENSALL 

HEPWORTH 

HESPELER 

HIGHGATE 

HILTON  BEACH 

HINTONBERG 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

HUMBERSTONE 

HUNTSVILLE 

INGERSOLL 


2,248 


1,329 


1,860 


14,11 


POPULATIONS 

1861 

706 

3,069 

1,158 

3,227 

5,076 

19,096 

1,259 

604 

741 

2,577 


1,190 


OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

: 

1,614 

2,057 

1,553 

1,445 

835 

722 

934 

890 

1 ,146 

1,611 

• 

3,633 

16,499 

3,827 

5,187 

7,535 

7,866 

10,299 

2,020 

2,871 

3,669 

3,526 

3,804 

762 

495 

412 

242 

150 

1,282 

1,471 

1,509 

1,313 

1,583 

801 

976 

1,034 

841 

3,954 

4,564 

3,839 

4,158 

4,522 

472 

723 

703 

* 

751 

775 

1,848 

2,146 

1,624 

692 

883 

1,001 

1,669 

6,878 

9,890 

10,537 

11,496 

15,175 

1,061 

1,020 

1,106 

, 

3,874 

26,716 

35,961 

48,959 

52,634 

81,969 

1,392 

2,  342 

1,772 

1,687 

1,637 

1,491 

885 

815 

883 

730 

# 

984 

1,436 

1,671 

1,920 

2,042 

4,150 

4,400 

820 

792 

1 309 

797 

698 

1,482 

2,457 

2,  368 

• 

2,798 

• 

649 

580 

443 

446 

502 

1,159 

2,152 

2,358 

4,022 

4,318 

4,  191 

4,573 

4,763 

CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

863 

1,000 

1,412 

2,324 

FONTH 1 LL 

1,422 

1,480 

1,570 

1,790 

2,188 

2,355 

2,671  * 

FOREST 

5,207 

11,757 

15, 305 

20,489 

FOREST  HILL 

1,546 

2,  383 

6,595* 

7,572 

9,027  * 

23,113* 

24,095 

FORT  ERIE 

3,  109 

5,470 

5,897 

8,038  * 

9,481 

9,947 

8,906 

FORT  FRANCES 

20,541 

26,277 

30,585 

34,947 

45,214 

FORT  WILLIAM 

786 

852 

1 , 144 

1 , 383 

1,642 

1,862 

1,919 

FRANKFORD 

173 

70 

109  . 

FROOD  MINES 

13,216 

14,006 

15,346 

19,207 

27,830  * 

38,897  * 

GALT 

3,604 

3,592 

4,044 

4,572 

5,096 

5,212  * 

4,863 

GANANOQUE 

. 

. 

. 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

2,061 

2,288 

2,562 

3,452 

10,298  * 

17,053 

GEORGETOWN 

2,979 

3,227 

3,375 

3,178 

2,956 

GERALDTON 

862 

788 

836 

979 

1 ,156 

1,387  # 

1,694 

GLENCOE 

4,107 

4,491 

4,557 

4,934 

6,41 1 * 

6,813 

7,322 

GODERICH 

635 

672 

702 

752 

716 

770 

777 

GORE  BAY 

. 

. 

928 

696 

680 

GRAND  BEND 

620 

591 

622 

628 

634 

904 

1,226 

GRAND  VALLEY 

1,478 

1,864 

2,  122 

3,005 

3,037 

7,133* 

8,532 

GRAVENHURST 

2,004 

2,  198 

2,331 

2,773 

5,148* 

15,770  * 

15,797 

GRIMSBY 

18,128 

21,075 

23,273 

27, 386 

39,838  * 

60,087  * 

71,207 

GUELPH 

1,169 

1,385 

1,455 

1,746 

2,075 

2,292  * 

HAGERSV 1 LLE 

3,743 

2,813 

2,268 

2,346  . 

2,638 

5,280  * 

4,925  . 

HAI LEYBURY 

114,151 

155,547 

166,337 

208, 321 

273,991  * 

309,173  * 

306,434 

HAMILTON 

2,781 

3,077 

3,290 

3,533 

4,401  * 

5,063 

6,316* 

HANOVER 

1,263 

1,296 

1 , 305 

1,494 

1,631 

1,785 

1,954 

HARRISTON 

• 

989 

1,166 

1,519 

1,787 

1,971 

2,274 

HARROW 

730 

738 

754 

819 

897 

938 

975. 

HAST  1 NGS 

1,268 

1,173 

1,113 

1,132 

1,260 

1,225  , 

1,385 

HAVELOCK 

5,544 

5,177 

6,263 

7,194 

8,661 

9,276 

9,877 

HAWKESBURY 

751 

995 

1,723 

2,373 

3,501  * 

5,533 

HEARST 

756 

721 

665 

713 

926 

970 

973 

HENSALL 

317 

314 

290 

356 

358 

378 

393 

HEPWORTH 

2,777 

2,752 

3,058 

3,862  * 

4,519 

6,  343 

HESPELER 

394 

361 

311 

349 

374 

424 

434 

H IGHGATE 

• 

214 

182 

206 

155 

165 

228 

HILTON  BEACH 

. 

. 

H 1 NTONBERG 

376 

285 

. 

. 

. 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

1,524 

2,490 

2,963  * 

3,895 

. 

HUMBERSTONE 

2,246 

2,817 

2,800 

3,286 

3,189 

9,784* 

11,467 

HUNTSVILLE 

5,150 

5,233 

5,782 

6,524 

6,874 

7,783 

8,494 

1 NGERSOLL 

156 


CENSUS 

URBAN  PLACE  1851 


IRON  BRIDGE 

IROQUOIS 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

JARVIS 

KAPUSKASING 

KEARNEY 

KEEWATIN 

KEMPTV I LLE 

KENORA 

KILLALOE  STATION 
KINCARDINE 

KINGSTON  11,585 

KINGSVILLE 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

KITCHENER 

L'ORIGNAL 

LA  SALLE 

LAKEF I ELD 

LANARK 

LANCASTER 

LARDER  LAKE 

LATCHFORD 

LEAMINGTON 

LEAS  IDE 

LEVACK 

LINDSAY 

LION'S  HEAD 

LISTOWEL 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

LIVELY 

LONDON  7,035 

LONDON  EAST 

LONDON  WEST 

LONG  BRANCH 

LUCAN 

LUCKNOW 

MADOC 

MAGNETAWAN 

MARKDALE 

MARKHAM 

MARMORA 


POPULATIONS 

1861 

618 

1,068 

981 

13,743 

1,956 


1,907 

11,555 


OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

191 1 

781 

1 ,001 

1,047 

1,097 

849 

; 

. 

510 

* 

812 

' 

1,242 

872 

1,188 

1,226 

1,523 

1 ,192 

1,806 

5,202 

6,158 

a 

435 

1,907 

2,876 

2,631 

2,077 

1,956 

12,407 

14,091 

19,263 

17,961 

18,874 

863 

1 , 335 

1,537 

1,427 

2,743 

4,054 

7,425 

9,747 

15,196* 

853 

1,002 

1,026 

1 , 347 

1,120 

1,244 

1,397 

740 

752 

859 

979 

737 

700 

583 

624 

428 

1 ,41  i 

1,910 

2,451 

2,652 

4,049 

5,080 

6,081 

7,003 

6,964 

976 

2,688 

2,587 

2,693 

2,289 

728 

1,208 

15,826 

19,746 

30,062  * 

37,976  * 

46, 300 

3,890 

. 

• 

1,601 

1,915 

• 

• 

976 

920 

848 

709 

1,162 

1,285 

1,111 

967 

1,065 

1,134 

1,157 

1,058 

# 

756 

892 

925 

954 

1,100 

967 

909 

. 

961 

866 

157 


CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

867 

874 

821 

IRON  BRIDGE 

916 

937 

956 

1,086 

1,136 

1,224 

1,211 

1 ROQUOI S 

1,178 

1,476 

1,302 

1 , 342 

1,681 

7,271* 

6,339 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

485 

506 

591 

652 

783 

965. 

JARVIS 

926 

3,819 

3,431 

4,687  * 

6,870 

12,834 

12,014 

KAPUSKASI NG 

319 

327 

342 

399 

365 

308 

538 

KEARNEY 

1 , 327 

1,422 

1,481 

1,634 

2,197 

2,112 

1,863 

KEEWAT 1 N 

1,204 

1,286 

1,232 

1,488 

1,959 

2,413* 

2,362 

KEMPTVI LLE 

5,407 

6,766 

7,745 

8,695 

10,904 

10,952 

9,817 

KENORA 

522 

618 

628 

762 

932 

810 

634 

KILLALOE  STATION 

2,077 

2,465 

2,507 

2 , 672 

2,841 

3,239 

5,778 

KINCARDINE 

21,753 

23,439 

30, 126 

33,459 

53,526* 

59,047* 

52,616 

KINGSTON 

1,783 

2,174 

2,317 

2,631 

3,041 

4,076 

5,134 

KINGSVILLE 

. 

. 

. 

12,219 

KIRKLAND  LAKE 

21,763 

30,793* 

35,657 

44,867 

74,485* 

1 1 1,804* 

139,734  * 

KITCHENER 

1,298 

1,121 

1,118 

967 

1,189 

1,405 

1,819 

L'ORIGNAL 

703 

951 

1,854 

. 

LA  SALLE 

1,189 

1 , 332 

1,349 

1,710 

2,167* 

2,245. 

2,374 

LAKEFIELD 

597 

601 

663 

791 

918 

861 

753 

LANARK 

672 

616 

684 

548 

584 

617 

637 

LANCASTER 

. 

. 

1,464 

. 

LARDER  LAKE 

227 

469 

587 

504 

479 

535  . 

397 

LATCHFORD 

3,675 

4,902 

5,858 

6,950  * 

9,030  * 

10,435 

12,528  * 

LEAMINGTON 

325 

938 

6,183 

16,233  * 

18,579 

LEAS  IDE 

. 

. 

895 

1 ,833 

3,178 

2,948 

LEVACK 

7,620 

7,505 

8,403 

9,603 

11,399 

12,746 

13,596 

LINDSAY 

425 

406 

368 

358 

416 

467 

467 

LION'S  HEAD 

2,477 

2,676 

3,013 

3,469 

4,002 

4,677 

5,026 

LI STOWEL 

923 

1 ,101 

1,088 

1,397 

1,527 

1,565 

1,507 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

. 

3,211 

3,000 

. 

LIVELY 

60,959 

71,148 

78,134 

95,343* 

169,569  * 

223,222  * 

254,280* 

LONDON 

. 

• 

. 

. 

LONDON  EAST 

. 

. 

. 

LONDON  WEST 

. 

3,962 

5,172 

8,727 

11,039 

. 

LONG  BRANCH 

683 

606 

631 

881 

1,011 

1,178 

1,616 

LUCAN 

905 

973 

867 

908 

1,031 

1,047 

1,088 

LUCKNOW 

1,058 

1,059 

1 ,188 

1,240 

1 , 347 

1,353 

1,249 

MADOC 

288 

247 

213 

197 

205 

204 

208 

MAGNETAWAN 

882 

892 

870 

1,007 

1,090 

1,236  . 

1,289 

MARKDALE 

1,012 

1,008 

1,204 

1,606 

4,294  , 

36,684  * 

77,037  . 

MARKHAM 

948 

996 

1,106 

1,117 

1 , 381 

1,350 

1 , 304 

MARMORA 

158 


URBAN  PLACE 

CENSUS 

1851 

POPULATIONS 

1861 

MASSEY 

. 

MATHESON 

• 

MATTAWA 

MAXVI LLE 

MEAFORD 

908 

MERRICKVI LLE 

MERRITTON 

MIDLAND 

M 1 LDMAY 

Ml LLBROOK 

MILTON 

MILVERTON 

MIMICO 

MISSISSAUGA 

1,216 

MITCHELL 

MORRISBURG 

855 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1,773 

NAPANEE 

NESTERVI LLE 

NEUSTADT 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

868 

NEW  HAMBURG 

NEW  LISKEARD 

NEW  TORONTO 

NEWBORO 

NEWBURGH 

NEWBURY 

NEWCASTLE 

NEWMARKET 

1,292 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

2,070 

N 1 AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

3,340 

NORTH  BAY 

NORTH  TORONTO 

NORTH  YORK 

NORWICH 

NORWOOD 

1,450 

OAKVILLE 

OIL  SPRINGS 

OJ I BWAY 
OMEMEE 


ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

191 1 

. 

• 

864 

• 

1,438 

1,400 

1,524 

749 

759 

1,866 

1,999 

1,916 

2,811 

923 

819 

1,072 

1,024 

993 

1,798 

1,813 

1,710 

1,670 

1,095 

2,088 

3,174 

4,663 

1,148 

971 

917 

793 

891 

1 , 302 

1,450 

1,372 

1,654 

562 

603 

698 

826 

• 

• 

1,373 

1 , 802 

2,284 

2,101 

1,945 

1,766 

1,156 

1 , 719 

1,859 

1,693 

1,696 

1 , 370 

2,170 

2,214 

2,019 

1,839 

2,967 

3,680 

3,433 

3,143 

2,807 

• 

# 

; 

466 

596 

995 

. 

1,484 

1,003 

1,240 

1,335 

1,208 

. 

• 

• 

2,  108 

• 

418 

462 

432 

469 

828 

834 

648 

614 

465 

546 

452 

454 

377 

1,109 

1,060 

787 

645 

655 

1 , 760 

2,006 

2,143 

2,125 

2,996 

1,610 

2,  347 

3,349 

4,244 

9,248 

1,179 

1,458 

. 

1,600 

1,441 

1 , 349 

1,258 

.1,318 

• 

1,848 

2,530 

1,852 

7,737 

5,362 

i ,41  i 

1,255 

1,269 

1,112 

853 

1,010 

945 

811 

1,684 

1,710 

1,823 

1,643 

2,  372 

551 

552 

1,138 

1,018 

646 

• 

744 

687 

574 

505 

159 


CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

632 

643 

752 

937 

1 , 324 

1,278 

1,274 

MASSEY 

305 

383 

339 

675  * 

853  * 

MATHESON 

1,462 

1,631 

1,971 

3,097 

3,314* 

2,881 

2,652 

MATTAWA 

725 

769 

804 

778 

804 

846* 

836 

MAXVI LLE 

2,650 

2,624 

2,662 

3,178 

3,834  * 

4,045 

4,  367* 

MEAFORD 

807 

812 

794 

851  * 

947 

930 

984 

MERRICKVI LLE 

2,544 

2,523 

2,993  * 

4,714 

# 

MERRITTON 

7,016 

6,920 

6,800 

7,206 

8,656 

10,992* 

12,132 

MIDLAND 

708 

685 

771 

847 

847 

963 

928  * 

M 1 LDMAY 

717 

663 

751 

734 

891 

908 

927 

Ml LLBROOK 

1,873 

1,839 

1,964 

2,451 

5,629  * 

7,018  * 

28,067 

MILTON 

951 

983 

1,015 

1,055 

1,111 

1,193 

1,463 

MILVERTON 

3,751 

6,800 

8,070 

11,342 

18,212 

MIMICO 

156,070 

315,056* 

MISSISSAUGA 

1,800 

1,588 

1,777 

1,979 

2,247 

2,545 

2,777 

MITCHELL 

1,444 

1,420 

1,575 

1,858 

1,820 

2,055 

2,  308 

MORRISBURG 

1,718 

1,801 

1,892 

2,291 

2,623 

3,037* 

3,474 

MOUNT  FOREST 

3,038 

3,497 

3,405 

3,897 

4,500 

4,638 

4,803 

NAPANEE 

180 

209 

112 

79 

. 

NESTERVI LLE 

422 

455 

419 

481 

493 

579 

511  * 

NEUSTADT 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

1,351 

1,436 

1,402 

1,738 

2,181* 

3,008* 

NEW  HAMBURG 

2,268 

2,880 

3,019 

4,215 

4,896 

5,488 

5,551 

NEW  LISKEARD 

2,669 

7,146 

9,504 

11,194 

13,384 

. 

. 

NEW  TORONTO 

346 

333 

332 

311 

301 

296 

260 

NEWBORO 

416 

454 

471 

509 

569 

620 

617 

NEWBURGH 

301 

258 

285 

290 

328 

338 

441 

NEWBURY 

559 

660 

742 

958  , 

1,272 

1,942 

32,229 

NEWCASTLE 

3,626 

3,748 

4,026 

5,356 

8,932 

18,941  * 

29,753 

NEWMARKET 

14,764 

19,046 

20,589 

22,874 

22, 351 

67,163* 

70,960 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

# 

. 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

1,357 

1,228 

1,541 

2,108 

2,712 

12, 552* 

12,186 

N 1 AGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

10,692 

15,528 

15,599 

17,944 

23,781 

49,187 

51,268 

NORTH  BAY 

. 

. 

NORTH  TORONTO 

504,150 

559,521 

NORTH  YORK 

1,176 

1,158 

1,268 

1,439 

1,703 

1,806 

NORWICH 

765 

756 

762 

925 

1,060 

1 ,183 

1,278 

NORWOOD 

3,298 

3,857 

4,115 

6,910 

10, 366 

61,483  * 

75,773 

OAKVILLE 

490 

394 

458 

433 

484 

570 

627 

OIL  SPRINGS 

101 

79 

24 

21 

6 

, 

OJ 1 BWAY 

510 

514 

620 

742 

809 

777 

819 

OMEMEE 

CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


URBAN  PLACE 

1851 

ORANGEVILLE 

ORILLIA 

. 

OSHAWA 

1,142 

OTTAWA 

7,760 

OTTAWA  EAST 

OWEN  SOUND 

PAISLEY 

PALMERSTON 

PARIS 

1,890 

PARKDALE 

PARKHI LL 

PARRY  SOUND 

PEMBROKE 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

PERTH 

1,916 

PETAWAWA 

PETERBOROUGH 

2,191 

PETROL  1 A 

PICKERING 

PICTON 

1,569 

PLANTAGENET 

POINT  EDWARD 

PORT  ARTHUR 

PORT  BURWELL 

PORT  CARLING 

PORT  COLBORNE 

PORT  CREDIT 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

PORT  DOVER 

PORT  ELGIN 

PORT  HOPE 

2,476 

PORT  MCNICOLL 

PORT  PERRY 

PORT  ROWAN 

PORT  STANLEY 

PORT  SYDNEY 

PORTSMOUTH 

POWASSAN 

PRESCOTT 

2,156 

PRESTON 

1,180 

RAINY  RIVER 

• 

1861 

1871 

1881 

• 

1,458 

2,847 

2,910 

2,009 

3,185 

3,992 

14,669 

21,545 

27,412 

2,216 

3,369 

4,426 

1,154 

1,828 

2,  373 

2,640 

3,173 

1,170 

1,539 

637 

1,508 

2,820 

1,089 

2,465 

2,375 

2,467 

3,979 

4,611 

6,812 

2,651 

3,465 

2,067 

2,361 

2,975 

1,293 

988 

1,716 

1,081 

1,129 

1,146 

1,400 

4,162 

5,114 

5,585 

1,800 

674 

892 

1,702 

1,734 

2,591 

2,617 

2,999 

1,538 

1,408 

1,419 

1891 

1901 

1911 

2,962 

2,511 

2,  340 

4,752 

4,907 

6,828 

4,066 

4,  394 

7,436 

44,154* 

59,928 

87,062  J 

741 

1,500 

. 

7,497 

8,776 

12,558 

1 , 328 

1,086 

830 

2,006 

1,850 

1,665 

3,094 

3,229 

4,098 

1,680 

1,430 

1,289 

1,802 

2,884 

3,429 

4,401 

5,156 

5,626 

2,  110 

2,422 

3,568 

3,136 

3,588 

3,588 

9,717 

11,239 

18,360 

4,357 

4,135 

3,518 

3,287 

3,698 

3,564 

1,881 

780 

874 

2,698 

3,214 

11,220 

323 

378 

1,154 

1,253 

1,624 

879 

1,125 

1,152 

1,213 

1,177 

1,138 

1,659 

1,313 

1,235 

5,042 

4,188 

5,092 

1,698 

1,465 

1,148 

649 

657 

721 

616 

552 

891 

1,974 

1,827 

1,786 

. 

644 

2,919 

3,019 

2,801 

1,843 

2,308 

3,883 

. 

1,578 
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CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

2,187 

2,614 

2,718 

3,249 

4,593 

8,074 

13,740* 

ORANGEVILLE 

7,631 

8,183 

9,798 

12,110 

15, 345  * 

24,040  * 

23,995 

ORILLIA 

1 1 , 940 

23,439 

26,813 

41,545* 

62,415 

91 , 587 

117,519* 

OSHAWA 

107,843 

126,872 

154,951 

202,045  * 

268,206 

302,341 

295,163 

OTTAWA 

OTTAWA  EAST 

12,190 

12,839 

14,002 

16,423 

17,421  * 

18,469  * 

19,883 

OWEN  SOUND 

760 

724 

709 

730 

759 

793 

1,039 

PAISLEY 

1 , 523 

1 , 543 

1,418 

1,573  . 

1 ,554  . 

1,855  . 

1,989. 

PALMERSTON 

4,  368 

4,  137 

4,637 

5,249 

5,820 

6,483 

7,485 

PAR  1 S 

. 

PARKDALE 

1,152 

1,030 

947 

991 

1 ,169 

1,167 

1,358 

PARKH 1 LL 

3,546 

3,512 

5,785 

5,183 

6,004 

5,842 

6,124 

PARRY  SOUND 

7,875 

9, 368 

11,159 

12,704 

16,791 

16,544 

14,026 

PEMBROKE 

4,037 

4,035 

4,521 

4,949 

5,  340 

5,497 

5,315 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

3,790 

4,099 

4,458 

5,034 

5, 360  * 

5,537  * 

5,655* 

PERTH 

4,509 

5,784 

5,520 

PETAWAWA 

20,994 

22, 327 

25,350 

38,272  * 

47,  185  * 

58,111* 

60,620 

PETERBOROUGH 

3,  148 

2,596 

2,801 

3,105 

3,708 

4,044 

4,234* 

PETROL  1 A 

1 , 755 

2,537 

PICKERING 

3,356 

3,580 

3 , 90 i 

4,287 

4,862 

4,875 

4,  361 

PICTON 

909 

870 

PLANTAGENET 

1 , 258 

1 , 362 

1 , 363 

1,838* 

2,744 

2,773 

2,  383 

POINT  EDWARD 

14,866 

19,818 

24,426 

31 ,161 

45,276 

PORT  ARTHUR 

674 

777 

700 

655 

PORT  BURWELL 

454 

599 

509 

493 

529 

. 

PORT  CARLING 

3,415 

6,503 

6,993 

8,275* 

14,886* 

21,420* 

19,225 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1,123 

1,635 

2,160 

3,643, 

7,203* 

9,442* 

PORT  CREDIT 

1 , 492 

1 , 547 

1,723 

2,616 

. 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

1,462 

1,707 

1,968 

2,440 

3,064* 

3,407* 

PORT  DOVER 

1 , 291 

1 , 305 

1,395 

1,558 

1,632 

2,855* 

6,131* 

PORT  ELGIN 

4,456 

4,723 

5,055 

6,548 

8,091  * 

8,872* 

9,992 

PORT  HOPE 

1 , 074 

964 

973 

884 

1,053 

1,450 

1,883 

PORT  MCNICOLL 

1,143 

1,163 

1,245 

1,721 

2,262* 

2,977 

PORT  PERRY 

672 

689 

661 

793 

787 

856 

PORT  ROWAN 

973 

816 

1,171 

1,491 

1,460 

1,725 

1,891 

PORT  STANLEY 

127 

181 

192 

. 

PORT  SYDNEY 

2,351 

2,741 

3,135 

3,41 1 

. 

PORTSMOUTH 

614 

650 

775 

832 

1 , 064 

1 ,163 

1,169 

POWASSAN 

2,636 

2,984 

3,223 

3,518 

5,  366 

5,165 

4,670 

PRESCOTT 

5,423 

6,280 

6,704 

7,619 

11,577* 

16,723  * 

PRESTON 

1,444 

1,402 

1,205 

1 , 348 

1,168 

1,196 

1,061 

RAINY  RIVER 
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URBAN  PLACE 


RENFREW 

RICHMOND 

RICHMOND  HILL 

RIDGETOWN 

RIPLEY 

RIVERSIDE 

ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 

ROCKLAND 

RODNEY 

ROSSEAU 

SANDWICH 

SARNIA 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

SCARBOROUGH 

SEAFORTH 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

SHELBURNE 

SIMCOE 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 
SMITHS  FALLS 
SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 
SOUTH  RIVER 
SOUTHAMPTON 
SPRINGFI ELD 
ST  CATHARINES 
ST  CLAIR  BEACH 
ST  ISIDORE 
ST  MARYS 
ST  THOMAS 
STAYNER 
STEELTON 
STIRLING 
STITTSVILLE 
STONEY  CREEK 
STOUFFV I LLE 
STRATFORD 
STRATHROY 
STREETSVI LLE 
STURGEON  FALLS 
STURGEON  POINT 
SUDBURY 


CENSUS 

POPULATIONS 

1851 

1861 

434 

516 

988 

2,091 


1,452 

1,858 

1,137 

609 

4,  368 

6,284 

1,274 

2,778 

1,631 

753 

2,809 

751 

730 

. 

ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

865 

1,605 

2,61 1 

3,153 

3,846 

487 

439 

447 

469 

428 

867 

743 

629 

652 

1,538 

2,254 

2,405 

1,954 

1,465 

1,998 

3,397 

• 

676 

1,160 

1,143 

1 , 352 

1,450 

2,302 

2,929 

3,874 

6,692 

8,176 

9,947 

2,414 

7,169 

10,984 

1,368 

2,480 

2,641 

2,245 

1,983 

509 

733 

1,202 

1,188 

1,113 

1,856 

2,645 

2,674 

2,627 

3,227 

1,150 

2,087 

3,864 

5,155 

6,370 

• 

* 

593 

858 

1,411 

1,437 

1,685 

1,537 

555 

463 

501 

454 

7,864 

9,631 

9,170 

9,946 

12,484 

3,120 

3,415 

3,416 

3,384 

3,388 

2,  197 

8,  367 

10, 366 

11,485 

14,054 

1,028 

1,357 

1,225 

1,039 

3,936 

779 

874 

850 

845 

848 

• 

866 

1 , 148 

1,223 

1,034 

4,313 

8,239 

9,500 

9,959 

12,946 

3,232 

3,817 

3,316 

2,933 

2,823 

617 

755 

695 

522 

543 

• 

1,418 

2,  199 

• 

• 

* 

2,027 

4,150 
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CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

4,906 

5,296 

5,511 

7,  360 

8,935 

9,173  * 

8,283 

RENFREW 

413 

405 

457 

610 

1,215 

2,122 

RICHMOND 

1,055 

1,295 

1,345 

2,164 

16,446* 

32,384  * 

37,778 

RICHMOND  HILL 

1,855 

1,952 

1,944 

2,365 

2,603* 

2,836  * 

3,062 

R 1 DGETOWN 

442 

391 

450 

464 

448 

591 

R 1 PLEY 

1,155 

4,432 

4,878 

9,214 

18,089 

. 

RIVERSIDE 

951 

1,480 

1,595 

2,084 

2,138 

1,869 

ROCKCLI FFE  PARK 

3,496 

2,118 

2,040 

2,  348 

3,037 

3,649* 

3,961 

ROCKLAND 

756 

736 

702 

885 

1,041 

1,016 

1,007 

RODNEY 

262 

266 

215 

233 

269 

218 

ROSSEAU 

4,415 

10,715 

. 

. 

SANDWICH 

14,877 

18,191 

18,734 

34,697* 

50,976 

57,644 

50,892 

SARNIA 

21,092* 

23,082 

25,794 

32,452 

43,088  * 

80,  332* 

82,697 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

, 

334,310 

443,353 

SCARBOROUGH 

1,829 

1,686 

1,668 

2,118 

2,255 

2,134* 

2,114 

SEAFORTH 

362 

326 

304 

299 

340 

385 

418 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

1,072 

1,077 

1,005 

1,184 

1,239  , 

1,790 

2,862 

SHELBURNE 

3,953 

5,226 

6,037 

7,269* 

8,754 

10,793* 

14,326  * 

SIMCOE 

1,127 

2,088 

1,756 

2,  364 

2,453 

2,530 

3,074, 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

6,790 

7,  108 

7,159 

8,441 

9,603  * 

9,585* 

8,831 

SMITHS  FALLS 

879 

953 

1 ,102 

1,131 

1,239 

2,352 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

573 

672 

838 

943 

1,044 

1,052, 

1 ,109 

SOUTH  RIVER 

1,537 

1,489 

1,600 

1,700 

1,818 

2,036 

2,830 

SOUTHAMPTON 

460 

378 

451 

524 

539  , 

522 

555 

SPRINGFIELD 

19,881 

24,753 

30,275 

37,984  * 

84,472  * 

109,722* 

124,018 

ST  CATHARINES 

148 

213 

474 

1,460 

1,987 

2,845 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

. 

615 

746 

ST  ISIDORE 

3,847 

3,802 

3,635 

3,995  , 

4,482 

4,650 

4,883 

ST  MARYS 

16,026 

15,430 

17,132 

18,173 

22,469* 

25,545  * 

28,165 

ST  THOMAS 

972 

1,019 

1,085 

1,280 

1,671 

1,937 

2,530 

STAYNER 

STEELTON 

844 

938 

990 

1,100 

1,315 

1,500 

1,638 

ST  1 RLI NG 

1,508 

1,994 

STITTSVI LLE 

877 

1,007 

1,922 

6,043* 

8,380 

36,752  * 

STONEY  CREEK 

1,053 

1 ,155 

1,253 

1,695 

3,188* 

1 1,262  , 

STOUFFVI LLE 

16,054 

17,742 

17,038 

18,785 

20,467* 

24,508 

26,262 

STRATFORD 

2,691 

2,964 

3,016 

3,708 

5,150 

6,592 

8,748* 

STRATHROY 

615 

661 

709 

1,139 

5,056* 

6,840 

STREETSVI LLE 

4,125 

4,234 

4,576 

4,982 

6,288 

6,662 

6,045 

STURGEON  FALLS 

47 

29 

16 

13. 

21 

36 

63, 

STURGEON  POINT 

8,621 

18,518 

32,203 

42,410 

80,120  * 

90,535* 

91,829 

SUDBURY 
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URBAN  PLACE 


SUNDRIDGE 

SUTTON 

SWANSEA 

TARA 

TAVISTOCK 

TECUMSEH 

TEESWATER 

THAMESV I LLE 

THEDFORD 

THESSALON 

THORNBURY 

THORNLOE 

THOROLD 

T I LBURY 

T I LLSONBURG 

TIMMINS 

TIVERTON 

TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

TOTTENHAM 

TRENTON 

TROUT  CREEK 

TWEED 

UXBRIDGE 

VAN  I ER 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

VIENNA 

WALKERTON 

WALKERVI LLE 

WALLACEBURG 

WARDSVI LLE 

WASAGA  BEACH 

WATERDOWN 

WATERFORD 

WATERLOO 

WATFORD 

WEBBWOOD 

WELLAND 

WELLESLEY 

WELLINGTON 


CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1851 


1,09 


30,77 


1861 

1871 

1881 

1891 

1901 

1911 

280 

357 

420 

686 

646 

753 

786 

, 

• 

. 

561 

695 

625 

551 

• 

• 

981 

861 

1 ,128 

930 

854 

740 

798 

864 

807 

685 

616 

633 

559 

1,205 

1,945 

• 

902 

786 

793 

1,616 

1,635 

2,456 

2,273 

1,979 

2,273 

925 

1,012 

1 , 368 

1,939 

2,163 

2,241 

2,758 

545 

550 

470 

342 

44,821 

56,092 

86,415 

181,215  * 

208,040 

376,471 

m 

4,518 

6,091 

586 

611 

517 

1,398 

1,796 

3,042 

4,  363 

4,217 

3,988 

* 

* 

1,168 

1,368 

1,824 

2,023 

1,657 

1,433 

. 

3,169 

1,674 

1,577 

. 

1,616 

908 

593 

528 

398 

352 

332 

2,604 

3,061 

2,971 

2,601 

933 

1,595 

3,302 

1,525 

2,726 

2,763 

3,438 

539 

540 

380 

343 

240 

* 

669 

622 

756 

1,118 

1,212 

1,122 

1,083 

1,273 

1,594 

2,066 

2,941 

3,537 

4,359 

1,132 

1,299 

1,279 

1,092 

# 

657 

731 

1,110 

1,870 

2,035 

1,863 

5,318 

• 

517 

598 

555 

652 

785 
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CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

423 

524 

506 

634 

756 

723 

734 

SUNDRIDGE 

789 

788 

1,051 

1,168 

1,470 

SUTTON 

5,031 

6,988 

8,072 

9,628 

SWANSEA 

545 

461 

495 

485 

481 

643 

687 

TARA 

1,011 

1,029 

1,066 

1,094 

1,232 

1,490* 

TAVISTOCK 

978 

2,129 

2,412 

3,543 

4,476 

5,165 

6,364 

TECUMSEH 

829 

792 

819 

797 

919 

983 

1,026 

TEESWATER 

800 

797 

828 

968 

1,054* 

1,028 

961 

THAMESV 1 LLE 

524 

559 

623 

616 

759 

719 

694 

THEDFORD 

1 , 651 

1,632 

1 , 316 

1,595 

1,725 

1,879 

1,620 

THESSALON 

820 

764 

838 

971 

1,097 

1,220 

1,435 

THORNBURY 

141 

144 

145 

180 

21 1 

138. 

170 

THORNLOE 

4,825 

5,092 

5,  305 

6,397 

8,633 

15,065  . 

15,412 

THOROLD 

1 , 673 

1,992 

2,155 

2,682 

3,030 

3,580  . 

4,298 

TILBURY 

2,974 

3,385 

4,002 

5,330 

6,600 

6,608 

10,487 

T 1 LLSONBURG 

3,843 

14,200 

28,790 

27,743* 

29,270 

28,542* 

46,114 

TIMMINS 

292 

265 

282 

252 

422 

567 

806 

TIVERTON 

521 , 893  * 

631,207 

667,457 

675,754 

672,407 

712,786  * 

599,217 

TORONTO 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

494 

566 

561 

591 

778 

1,616 

3,022 

TOTTENHAM 

5,902 

6,276 

8,  323 

10,085 

13,183* 

14,589* 

15,085  * 

TRENTON 

388 

376 

370 

389 

510 

586 

652 

TROUT  CREEK 

1 ,339 

1,271 

1 , 343 

1,562 

1,791 

1,738 

1,574 

TWEED 

1,456 

1 , 325 

1,406 

1,785 

2,316 

3,077  . 

1 1,207  * 

UXBRIDGE 

5,  324 

6, 686 

7,966 

13,799 

24,555 

22,477 

18,792 

VAN  1 ER 

1,499 

1 , 380 

1,435 

1,480 

1,735 

1,691 

1,774 

VANKLEEK  HILL 

1,463 

1 ,128 

1,026 

953 

1 , 066 

1,243 

1,125* 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

288 

217 

260 

322 

373 

390 

369 

VIENNA 

2,344 

2,431 

2,679 

3,264 

3,851 

4,479 

4,682 

WALKERTON 

7,059 

10,105 

. 

# 

WALKERVI LLE 

4,006 

4,326 

4,986 

7,688  * 

7,881 

10,550 

11,506 

WALLACEBURG 

237 

223 

255 

313 

345 

388  . 

450 

WARDSVI LLE 

387 

431 

1,923 

4,705 

WASAGA  BEACH 

754 

921 

910 

1 , 347 

1,844  . 

2,146 

WATERDOWN 

1,123 

1,213 

1 , 342 

1,745. 

2,221 

2,403* 

WATERFORD 

5,883 

8,095 

9,025 

11,991 

21 , 366  * 

36,677* 

49,428* 

WATERLOO 

1,059 

979 

1,076 

1,201 

1,293 

1,400 

1,402 

WATFORD 

567 

451 

415 

467. 

546 

585 

519 

WEBBWOOD 

8,654 

10,709 

12,500 

15, 382 

36,079  * 

44, 397  * 
816* 

45,448 

WELLAND 

WELLESLEY 

824 

966 

1,036 

982 

1,064 

988 

1,082 

WELLINGTON 

URBAN  PLACE 


WEST  LORNE 

WESTON 

WESTPORT 

WHEATLEY 

WHITBY 

Wl ARTON 

WINCHESTER 

WINDERMERE 

WINDSOR 

Wl NGHAM 

WOODBRIDGE 

WOODSTOCK 

WOODVI LLE 

WROXETER 

WYOMING 

YORK 

YORKVI LLE 
ZURICH 


CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1851 

1861 

1871 

2,697 

2,732 

2,501 

4,253 

2,112 

3,353 

3,982 

2,203 


1881 

1891 

1901 

• 

1,194 

1,083 

3,140 

2,786 

2,110 

796 

1,984 

2,443 

962 

1,101 

6,561 

10, 322 

12,153 

1,918 

2,167 

2,  392 

762 

604 

5,  373 

8,612 

8,833 

323 

458 

590 

504 

446 

886 

871 

829 

4,825 

• 

191 1 


740 

1,875 

803 

2,248 
2,266 
1 ,143 

17,829 

2,238 

607 

9,320 

394 

366 

569 


CENSUS  POPULATIONS  OF  ONTARIO  URBAN  MUNICIPALITIES 


1921 

1931 

1941 

1951 

1961 

1971 

1981 

URBAN  PLACE 

755 

840 

728 

1,031 

1,070 

1,094 

1,258 

WEST  LORNE 

3,166 

4,723 

5,740 

8,677 

9,715 

WESTON 

741 

753 

726 

722 

71 1 

601 

621 

WESTPORT 

378 

798 

785 

1,021 

1 , 362 

1,657  * 

1,638 

WHEATLEY 

3,957 

5,046 

5,904 

7,267 

14,685 

25,324 

36,698* 

WH 1 TBY 

1,725 

1,949 

1,749 

1,955 

2,  1 38 

2,222 

2,074 

Wl ARTON 

1,126 

1,027 

1,049 

1,201 

1,429 

1,575  * 

2,001 

WINCHESTER 

168 

143 

153 

137 

WINDERMERE 

38,591 

63, 108 

105,311  * 

120,049 

114, 367 

203,300  * 

192,083 

WINDSOR 

2,092 

1,959 

2,030 

2,642 

2,922 

2,913 

2,897 

Wl NGHAM 

672 

812 

1,044 

1,699  * 

2,315 

WOODBRIDGE 

9,  325 

11,146 

12,461 

15,544* 

20,486 

26,173  * 

26,603 

WOODSTOCK 

452 

427 

394 

374 

399 

473 

575 

WOODVI LLE 

337 

. 

, 

WROXETER 

482 

480 

523 

694 

880 

1 > 279 

1,682 

WYOMING 

. 

. 

. 

. 

. 

147, 301 

134,617 

YORK 

. 

. 

. 

YORKVI LLE 

. 

. 

. 

723 

767 

795 

ZURICH 

168 


APPENDIX 

All  places  are  ranked  in  order  of  date  of 
first  incorporation,  with  year  and  rank  order  of 
selected  variables. 

Explanation  of  columns  headings  in  Appendix 
table,  from  left  to  right: 


INCORP 

Year  of  first  municipal  incorporation, 
as  city,  town  or  village. 

RINCO 

Rank  by  year  of  first  incorporation. 

WKLYNEWS 

Year  of  first  weekly  newspaper. 

RWKLY 

Rank  by  year  of  first  weekly. 

RLYC0N1 

Year  of  first  railway  connection. 

RRLYC 

Rank  by  year  of  first  railway. 

ELECTY1 

Year  of  first  electricity  service 

RELEC 

Rank  by  year  of  first  electricity 

LIBRARY 1 

Year  of  first  library  service 

RLIBR 

Rank  by  year  of  first  library 

POP1901 

1901  population 

RPOPO 

Rank  by  1901  population 

POP1961 

1961  population 

RP0P6 

Rank  by  1961  population 

1 
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APPENDIX 

SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

1 NCORP 

RINCO  WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

ELECTY1 

RELEC 

LIBRARY1 

RLI  BR 

POP1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RP0P6 

BROCKVI LLE 

1832 

1 

1821 

4 

1854 

22= 

1889 

57= 

1847 

23= 

8,940 

16 

17,744 

38 

HAMILTON 

1833 

2 

1829 

7 

1853 

1 = 

1898 

151  = 

1839 

13= 

52,634 

3 

273,991 

2 

BELLEVILLE 

1834 

3= 

1831 

10= 

1856 

72= 

1885 

11  = 

1850 

28= 

9,117 

14 

30,655 

21 

CORNWALL 

1834 

3= 

1833 

16= 

1855 

58= 

1887 

30= 

1865 

75= 

6,704 

23 

43,639 

17 

PORT  HOPE 

1834 

3= 

1831 

10= 

1856 

72= 

1886 

21  = 

1853 

36= 

4,  188 

36 

8,091 

69 

PRESCOTT 

1834 

3= 

1831 

10= 

1854 

22= 

1899 

156= 

1854 

41  = 

3,019 

56 

5,366 

86 

TORONTO 

1834 

3= 

1798 

1 

1853 

1 = 

1883 

4= 

1810 

3 

208,040 

1 

672,407 

1 

COBOURG 

1837 

8= 

1831 

10= 

1854 

22= 

1888 

45= 

1857 

54= 

4,239 

34 

10,646 

52 

PICTON 

1837 

8= 

1830 

8= 

1879 

218= 

1890 

73= 

1846 

20= 

3,698 

42 

4,862 

96 

KINGSTON 

1838 

10 

1834 

18= 

1856 

72= 

1888 

45= 

1804 

2 

17,961 

5 

53,526 

1 1 

LONDON 

1840 

1 1 

1831 

10= 

1853 

1 = 

1883 

4= 

1835 

8= 

37,976 

4 

169,569 

4 

NIAGARA-ON-THE-LAKE 

1845 

12= 

1799 

2 

1854 

22= 

1896 

129= 

1800 

1 

1,258 

138 

2,712 

143 

ST  CATHARINES 

1845 

12= 

1826 

6 

1853 

1 = 

1887 

30= 

1843 

17= 

9,946 

12 

84,472 

6 

BRANTFORD 

1847 

14= 

1833 

16= 

1855 

58= 

1885 

1 1 = 

1836 

10= 

16,619 

6 

55,201 

10 

DUNDAS 

1847 

14= 

1818 

3 

1853 

1 = 

1899 

156= 

1822 

5 

3,173 

52 

12,912 

47 

OTTAWA 

1847 

14= 

1836 

20= 

1854 

22= 

1885 

11  = 

1847 

23= 

59,928 

2 

268,206 

3 

CHI PPAWA 

1850 

17= 

1851 

41  = 

1854 

22= 

1919 

308= 

1967 

333= 

460 

241 

3,256 

125 

GALT 

1850 

17= 

1844 

28= 

1854 

22= 

1886 

21  = 

1853 

36= 

7,866 

20 

27,830 

24 

GODERICH 

1850 

17= 

1848 

32 

1858 

107= 

1887 

30= 

1852 

31  = 

4,158 

37 

6,411 

77 

OSHAWA 

1850 

17= 

1854 

55= 

1856 

72= 

1887 

30= 

1864 

74 

4,  394 

32 

62,415 

9 

PARIS 

1850 

17= 

1849 

33= 

1853 

1 = 

1888 

45= 

1841 

15= 

3,229 

49 

5,820 

81 

PETERBOROUGH 

1850 

17= 

1853 

50= 

1854 

22= 

1884 

8= 

1855 

46= 

11,239 

10 

47,185 

13 

RICHMOND 

1850 

17= 

1972 

306 

1914 

343= 

1928 

343= 

1895 

226= 

469 

239 

1,215 

222 

THOROLD 

1850 

17= 

1849 

33= 

1859 

117= 

1887 

30= 

1858 

62= 

1,979 

91 

8,633 

67 

AMHERSTBURG 

1851 

25= 

1854 

55= 

1873 

185= 

1892 

96= 

1841 

15= 

2,222 

80 

4,452 

106 

CHATHAM 

1851 

25= 

1841 

25 

1854 

22= 

1887 

30= 

1853 

36= 

9,068 

15 

29,826 

22 

GUELPH 

1851 

25= 

1842 

26 

1856 

72= 

1887 

30= 

1850 

28= 

11,496 

8 

39,838 

19 

PERTH 

1851 

25= 

1825 

5 

1859 

117= 

1896 

129= 

1844 

19 

3,588 

44 

5,360 

87 

SIMCOE 

1851 

25= 

1840 

23= 

1873 

185= 

1889 

57= 

1850 

28= 

2,627 

65 

8,754 

64 

WOODSTOCK 

1851 

25= 

1840 

23= 

1853 

1 = 

1881 

2= 

1835 

8= 

8,833 

17 

20,486 

32 

1 NGERSOLL 

1852 

31  = 

1853 

50= 

1853 

1 = 

1900 

168= 

1872 

92= 

4,573 

30 

6,874 

74 

PRESTON 

1852 

31  = 

1844 

28= 

1857 

101  = 

1890 

73= 

1871 

87= 

2,  308 

77 

11,577 

48 

SARNIA 

1852 

31  = 

1843 

27 

1858 

107= 

1893 

102= 

1853 

36= 

8,176 

19 

50,976 

12 

ST  THOMAS 

1852 

31  = 

1831 

10= 

1856 

72= 

1887 

30= 

1849 

25= 

11,485 

9 

22,469 

27 

BOWMANV 1 LLE 

1853 

35= 

1851 

41  = 

1856 

72= 

1887 

30= 

1856 

48= 

2,731 

63 

7,  397 

72 

BRAMPTON 

1853 

35= 

1850 

36= 

1856 

72= 

1886 

21  = 

1854 

41  = 

2,748 

62 

18,467 

35 

CALEDONIA 

1853 

35= 

1855 

62= 

1855 

58= 

1912 

258= 

1884 

149= 

801 

200 

2,198 

165 

TRENTON 

1853 

35= 

1854 

55= 

1856 

72= 

1886 

21  = 

1881 

139= 

4,217 

35 

13,183 

46 

VIENNA 

1853 

35= 

1853 

50= 

1895 

308= 

1937 

357= 

1951 

317 

352 

250 

373 

325 

170 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 

RWKLY  RLYCON1  RRLYC  ELECTY1  RELEC  LIBRARYI  RLIBR  POP1901  RPOPO  POP1961  RPOP6 


TOWN NAME 

INCORP  R 1 

INCO  < 

WKLYNEWS 

YORKVI LLE 

1853 

35= 

1887 

BARRIE 

1854 

41  = 

1847 

kitchener 

1854 

41  = 

1834 

SMITHS  FALLS 

1854 

41  = 

1886 

STRATFORD 

1854 

41  = 

1849 

WINDSOR 

1854 

41  = 

1855 

NAPANEE 

1855 

46= 

1850 

ST  MARYS 

1855 

46= 

1852 

WH  1 TBY 

1855 

46= 

1850 

NIAGARA  FALLS 

1856 

49 

1879 

FORT  ERIE 

1857 

50= 

1895 

1 ROQUOI S 

1857 

50= 

1858 

KEMPTVI LLE 

1857 

50= 

1855 

LINDSAY 

1857 

50= 

1856 

MILTON 

1857 

50= 

1 855 

MITCHELL 

1857 

50= 

1860 

NEWCASTLE 

1857 

50= 

1857 

OAKVILLE 

1857 

50= 

1836 

OWEN  SOUND 

1857 

50= 

1851 

WATERLOO 

1857 

50= 

1839 

BRADFORD 

1858 

60= 

1853 

CLINTON 

1858 

60= 

1857 

COLLI NGWOOD 

1858 

60= 

1857 

ELORA 

1858 

60= 

1852 

EMBRO 

1858 

60= 

1860 

FERGUS 

1858 

60= 

1854 

KINCARDINE 

1858 

60= 

1857 

NEW  HAMBURG 

1858 

60= 

1852 

NEWMARKET 

1858 

60= 

1852 

PEMBROKE 

1858 

60= 

1855 

RENFREW 

1858 

60= 

1870 

SANDWICH 

1858 

60= 

1830 

SOUTHAMPTON 

1858 

60= 

1886 

STREETSVI LLE 

1858 

60= 

1 846 

WELLAND 

1858 

60= 

1854 

ASHBURNHAM 

1859 

75= 

• 

BATH 

1859 

75= 

. 

BRIGHTON 

1859 

75= 

1853 

205= 

1888 

45= 

1883 

31 

1865 

1 32 

1889 

57= 

1854 

18= 

1856 

72= 

1888 

45= 

1854 

201  = 

1859 

117= 

1887 

30= 

1837 

33= 

1856 

72= 

1888 

45= 

1846 

62= 

1854 

22= 

1886 

21  = 

1857 

36= 

1856 

72= 

1890 

73= 

1857 

44= 

1858 

107= 

1889 

57= 

1869 

36= 

1856 

72= 

1900 

168= 

1849 

170= 

1853 

1 = 

1891 

92= 

1878 

234= 

1854 

22= 

1903 

199= 

1891 

77= 

1856 

72= 

1901 

188= 

1885 

62= 

1854 

22= 

1891 

92= 

1870 

68= 

1857 

101  = 

1890 

73= 

1857 

62= 

1877 

205= 

1900 

168= 

1853 

82= 

1858 

107= 

1902 

196= 

1849 

72= 

1856 

72= 

1897 

142= 

1858 

20= 

1855 

58= 

1893 

102= 

1839 

41  = 

1872 

155= 

1887 

30= 

1855 

22 

1878 

212= 

1893 

102= 

1875 

50= 

1853 

1 = 

1918 

302= 

1870 

72= 

1858 

107= 

1889 

57= 

1870 

72= 

1855 

58= 

1889 

57= 

1856 

44= 

1870 

136= 

1900 

168= 

1871 

82= 

1909 

333= 

1901 

188= 

1883 

55= 

1870 

136= 

1900 

168= 

1836 

72= 

1873 

185= 

1889 

57= 

1866 

44= 

1856 

72= 

1896 

129= 

1881 

44= 

1853 

1 = 

1890 

73= 

1856 

62= 

1876 

199= 

1884 

8= 

1875 

121  = 

1872 

155= 

1912 

258= 

1852 

8= 

1912 

336= 

1896 

129= 

1923 

201  = 

1872 

155= 

1897 

142= 

1899 

30 

1879 

218= 

1906 

208= 

1854 

55= 

1859 

117= 

1887 

30= 

1825 

1854 

22= 

1885 

1931 

1 1 = 
352= 

181 1 

50= 

1856 

72= 

1907 

217= 

1859 

142= 

# 

. 

. 

. 

41  = 

5,949 

24 

21,169 

30 

41  = 

9,747 

13 

74,485 

8 

12 

5,155 

28 

9,603 

57 

20= 

9,959 

1 1 

20,467 

33 

54= 

12,153 

7 

114, 367 

5 

54= 

3,143 

54 

4,500 

103 

80= 

3,384 

48 

4,482 

104 

25= 

2,110 

85 

14,685 

44 

118= 

4,244 

33 

22,351 

28 

196= 

890 

186 

9,027 

60 

152= 

1,097 

159 

1,136 

230 

83= 

1,523 

116 

1,959 

175 

54= 

7,003 

22 

11,399 

49 

36= 

1,372 

131 

5,629 

83 

25= 

1,945 

92 

2,247 

162 

62= 

645 

219 

1,272 

216 

13= 

1,643 

108 

10, 366 

53 

46= 

8,776 

18 

17,421 

39 

102= 

3,537 

45 

21 , 366 

29 

83= 

984 

172= 

2,342 

156 

83= 

2,547 

66 

3,491 

118 

48= 

5,755 

25 

8,385 

68 

87= 

1,187 

147 

1,486 

201 

142= 

595 

230 

552 

299 

10= 

1,396 

126 

3,831 

114 

77 

2,077 

87 

2,841 

141 

139= 

1 , 208 

144 

2,181 

168 

48= 

2,125 

84 

8,932 

62 

102= 

5,156 

27 

16,791 

40 

31  = 

3,153 

53 

8,935 

61 

285= 

1,450 

121 

. 

181 

251  = 

1,685 

103 

1,818 

41  = 

522 

235 

5,056 

94 

7 

1,863 

95 

36,079 

20 

1,647 

107 

• 

. 

4 

407 

247 

693 

290 

67= 

1,378 

129= 

2,403 

153 

171 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

INCORP 

RINCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

EL.ECTY1 

RELEC  LI 

1 BRARY1 

RLI  BR 

P0P1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RP0P6 

COLBORNE 

1859 

75= 

1866 

108= 

1856 

72= 

1896 

129= 

1884 

149= 

1,017 

169 

1 , 336 

211 

HAWKESBURY 

1859 

75= 

1911 

267 

1891 

303= 

1904 

203= 

1925 

288= 

4,150 

39 

8,661 

65 

HESPELER 

1859 

75= 

1897 

243= 

1857 

101  = 

1890 

73= 

1871 

87= 

2,457 

71 

4,519 

101 

NEWBURGH 

1859 

75= 

1852 

44= 

1884 

264= 

1889 

57= 

1887 

163= 

614 

225 

569 

297 

PORTSMOUTH 

1859 

75= 

• 

1904 

203= 

260= 

1,827 

98 

STIRLING 

1859 

75= 

1879 

170= 

1880 

228= 

1910 

237= 

1903 

845 

194 

1,315 

213 

CAYUGA 

1860 

84= 

1866 

108= 

1871 

140= 

1924 

327= 

1857 

54= 

771 

204 

897 

260= 

DUNNVI LLE 

1860 

84= 

1852 

44= 

1854 

22= 

1896 

129= 

1852 

31  = 

2,105 

86 

5,181 

90 

MERRICKVI LLE 

1860 

84= 

1894 

232= 

1887 

286= 

1915 

288= 

1856 

48= 

1,024 

1 66 

947 

252 

MORRISBURG 

1860 

84= 

1859 

81 

1854 

22= 

1887 

30= 

1888 

171  = 

1,693 

102 

1,820 

180 

STRATHROY 

1860 

84= 

1861 

90= 

1856 

72= 

1888 

45= 

1861 

71 

2,933 

58 

5,150 

91 

HOLLAND  LANDING 

1861 

89 

, 

1853 

1 = 

1933 

354= 

1975 

347= 

446 

244= 

5,474 

84 

ARNPR 1 OR 

1862 

90= 

1868 

112= 

1860 

129 

1895 

118= 

1895 

226= 

4,152 

38 

AURORA 

1862 

90= 

1860 

82= 

1853 

1 = 

1888 

45= 

1823 

6 

1,590 

112 

8,791 

63 

GANANOQUE 

1862 

90= 

1860 

82= 

1884 

264= 

1885 

11  = 

1892 

206= 

3,526 

47 

5,096 

93 

LANARK 

1862 

90= 

1895 

234= 

. 

1921 

314= 

1896 

234= 

979 

174 

918 

259 

PORT  DALHOUS 1 E 

1862 

90= 

, 

. 

1859 

117= 

1897 

142= 

. 

. 

1,125 

152 

1,064 

238= 

WELLINGTON 

1862 

90= 

1899 

248 

1879 

218= 

1906 

208= 

1928 

293= 

652 

217 

ORANGEVI LLE 

1863 

96 

1860 

82= 

1871 

140= 

1896 

129= 

1878 

118= 

2,511 

68 

4,593 

99 

OIL  SPRINGS 

1864 

97 

1863 

97= 

1884 

264= 

1917 

298= 

1891 

196= 

1,018 

168 

484 

313= 

GEORGETOWN 

1865 

98= 

1865 

103= 

1856 

72= 

1893 

102= 

1880 

132= 

1,313 

133= 

10,298 

54 

MOUNT  FOREST 

1865 

98= 

1860 

82= 

1871 

140= 

1885 

11  = 

1860 

69= 

2,019 

89 

2,623 

146 

BOTHWELL 

1866 

100= 

1865 

103= 

1854 

22= 

1899 

156= 

1891 

196= 

907 

183 

819 

270 

GARDEN  ISLAND 

1866 

100= 

, 

. 

. 

. 

1869 

80= 

242 

253 

4,002 

1 1 i 

LISTOWEL 

1866 

100= 

1866 

108= 

1871 

140= 

1908 

226= 

1873 

97= 

2,693 

64 

NEW  EDINBURGH 

1866 

100= 

# 

. 

1854 

22= 

. 

4,907 

29 

15,345 

42 

ORILLIA 

1866 

100= 

1867 

1 1 1 

1871 

140= 

1887 

30= 

1865 

75= 

PETROL  1 A 

1867 

105= 

1865 

103= 

1866 

133 

1894 

109= 

1879 

128= 

4,135 

40 

3,708 

116 

SEAFORTH 

1867 

105= 

1860 

82= 

1858 

107= 

1893 

102= 

1869 

80= 

2,245 

78 

2,255 

161 

WARDSVI LLE 

1868 

107 

1882 

186= 

1919 

308= 

1876 

107= 

343 

251 

345 

328 

PORT  COLBORNE 

1869 

108 

1891 

221  = 

1854 

22= 

1914 

274= 

1876 

107= 

1,253 

140 

14,886 

43 

CARLETON  PLACE 

1870 

109 

1850 

36= 

1859 

117= 

1885 

1 1 = 

1846 

20= 

4,059 

41 

4,796 

97 

ALMONTE 

1871 

110= 

1861 

90= 

1859 

117= 

1904 

203= 

1885 

152= 

3,023 

55 

3,267 

124 

ARTHUR 

1871 

110= 

1862 

93= 

1871 

140= 

1899 

156= 

1878 

118= 

1,285 

135 

1,200 

224 

AYLMER 

1871 

110= 

1858 

77= 

1873 

185= 

1897 

142= 

1856 

48= 

2,204 

81 

4,705 

98 

DRESDEN 

1871 

110= 

1871 

125= 

1883 

252= 

1889 

57= 

1886 

161  = 

1,613 

no 

2,346 

155 

LUCAN 

1871 

110= 

1878 

165= 

1858 

107= 

1899 

156= 

1877 

113= 

848 

193 

1,011 

249 

PARKHILL 

1871 

110= 

1862 

93= 

1859 

117= 

1883 

4= 

1873 

97= 

1,430 

122 

1,169 

227 

172 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

INCORP 

RINCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

ELECTY1 

RELEC 

LI BRARY1 

RLIBR 

POP1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RPOP6 

WALKERTON 

1871 

110= 

1860 

82= 

1872 

155= 

1886 

21  = 

1875 

102= 

2,971 

57 

3,851 

112 

BOLTON 

1872 

117= 

1871 

125= 

1870 

136= 

1907 

217= 

1879 

128= 

702 

213 

2,  104 

172 

BRUSSELS 

1872 

117= 

1873 

133= 

1872 

155= 

1901 

188= 

1875 

102= 

1,114 

155 

844 

269 

DESERONTO 

1872 

117= 

1883 

188= 

1881 

233= 

1910 

237= 

1885 

152= 

3,527 

46 

1,797 

182 

DURHAM 

1872 

117= 

1857 

72= 

1882 

238= 

1890 

73= 

1873 

97= 

1,422 

123 

2,180 

169 

FOREST 

1872 

117= 

1874 

142= 

1859 

117= 

1890 

73= 

1871 

87= 

1,553 

114 

2,188 

167 

HARRISTON 

1872 

117= 

1896 

242 

1871 

140= 

1892 

96= 

1867 

78 

1,637 

109 

1,631 

196 

NEWBURY 

1872 

117= 

. 

. 

1854 

22= 

1921 

314= 

1930 

297 

454 

243 

328 

330 

PORT  PERRY 

1872 

117= 

1864 

101  = 

1871 

140= 

1902 

196= 

1858 

62= 

1,465 

119 

2,262 

160 

RICHMOND  HILL 

1872 

117= 

1858 

77= 

1908 

327= 

1896 

129= 

1852 

31  = 

629 

222 

16,446 

41 

STAYNER 

1872 

117= 

1877 

160= 

1854 

22= 

1900 

168= 

1885 

152= 

1,225 

142 

1,671 

193 

T 1 LLSONBURG 

1872 

117= 

1863 

97= 

1873 

185= 

1911 

247= 

1880 

1 32= 

2,241 

79 

6,600 

76 

UXBRIDGE 

1872 

117= 

1869 

114= 

1871 

140= 

1884 

8= 

1859 

67= 

1,657 

105 

2,316 

158 

ACTON 

1873 

129= 

1875 

148= 

1856 

72= 

1900 

168= 

1898 

247= 

1,484 

118 

4,144 

109 

BURLINGTON 

1873 

129= 

1898 

246= 

1854 

22= 

1900 

168= 

1872 

92= 

1,119 

154 

47,008 

14 

DRAYTON 

1873 

129= 

1889 

213= 

1871 

140= 

1895 

118= 

1884 

149= 

791 

201 

646 

294 

EXETER 

1873 

129= 

1873 

133= 

1875 

197= 

1897 

142= 

1878 

118= 

1,792 

99 

3,047 

132 

LUCKNOW 

1873 

129= 

1873 

133  = 

1872 

155= 

1897 

142= 

1888 

171  = 

1,111 

156 

1,031 

245 

MARKHAM 

1873 

129= 

1856 

68= 

1871 

140= 

1890 

73= 

1878 

118= 

967 

175 

4,294 

108 

OMEMEE 

1873 

129= 

1856 

68= 

1857 

101  = 

1907 

217= 

1880 

132= 

574 

232 

809 

274 

PAISLEY 

1873 

129= 

1865 

103= 

1874 

192= 

1895 

118= 

1876 

107= 

1,086 

160 

759 

281  = 

THAMESV 1 LLE 

1873 

129= 

1874 

142= 

1854 

22= 

1898 

151  = 

1888 

171  = 

864 

189 

1,054 

241 

WATFORD 

1873 

129= 

1875 

148= 

1858 

107= 

1889 

57= 

1879 

128= 

1,279 

136 

1,293 

214 

W 1 NGHAM 

1873 

129= 

1871 

125= 

1872 

155= 

1890 

73= 

1876 

107= 

2,  392 

76 

2,922 

139 

WYOM 1 NG 

1873 

129= 

1869 

114= 

1858 

107= 

1916 

292= 

1872 

92= 

829 

196 

880 

263 

A 1 LSA  CRAIG 

1874 

141  = 

1869 

114= 

1858 

107= 

1915 

288= 

1877 

113= 

744 

208 

554 

298 

ALLISTON 

1874 

141  = 

1862 

93= 

1878 

212= 

1901 

188= 

1878 

118= 

1,256 

139 

2,884 

140 

BELLE  RIVER 

1874 

141  = 

1948 

289= 

1854 

22= 

1922 

321  = 

1955 

321 

607 

228 

1,854 

178 

BLENHEIM 

1874 

141  = 

1873 

133= 

1883 

252= 

1898 

151  = 

1887 

163= 

1,653 

106 

3,151 

130 

BRACEBRIDGE 

1874 

141  = 

1869 

114= 

1886 

275= 

1892 

96= 

1874 

101 

2,479 

70 

2,927 

138 

GLENCOE 

1874 

141  = 

1873 

133= 

1854 

22= 

1908 

226= 

1888 

171  = 

1,034 

164 

1 ,156 

229 

GRAVENHURST 

1874 

141  = 

1876 

157= 

1875 

197= 

1892 

96= 

1883 

142= 

2,146 

83 

3,037 

134= 

HASTINGS 

1874 

141  = 

1864 

101  = 

1880 

228= 

1894 

109= 

1883 

142= 

883 

187 

897 

260= 

LAKEF 1 ELD 

1874 

141  = 

1855 

62= 

1871 

140= 

1907 

217= 

1891 

196= 

1,244 

141 

2,  167 

170 

MEAFORD 

1874 

141  = 

1869 

114= 

1872 

155= 

1889 

57= 

1868 

79 

1,916 

93 

3,834 

113 

MERRITTON 

1874 

141  = 

. 

. 

1853 

1 = 

1899 

156= 

1883 

142= 

1,710 

101 

• 

. 

PORT  ELGIN 

1874 

141  = 

1868 

112= 

1872 

155= 

1897 

142= 

1870 

83= 

1,313 

133= 

1,632 

195 

ST  CLAIR  BEACH 

1874 

141  = 

. 

• 

1854 

22= 

1922 

321  = 

1969 

336= 

. 

. 

1,460 

203= 

173 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

1 NCORP 

R 1 NCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

ELECTY1 

RELEC 

LI BRARY1 

RLI  BR 

P0P1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RPOP6 

WALLACEBURG 

1874 

141  = 

1871 

125= 

1883 

252= 

1885 

11  = 

1885 

152= 

2,763 

61 

7,881 

70 

WROXETER 

1874 

141  = 

1900 

249= 

1874 

192= 

1899 

156= 

1872 

92= 

446 

244= 

BAYFIELD 

1875 

156= 

1964 

302 

. 

1927 

339= 

1915 

275 

558 

233 

CAMPBELLFORD 

1875 

156= 

1873 

133= 

1880 

228= 

1890 

73= 

1885 

152= 

2,485 

69 

3,478 

119 

FENELON  FALLS 

1875 

156= 

1872 

130= 

1878 

212= 

1900 

168= 

1878 

118= 

1,132 

151 

1 , 359 

209 

LEAMINGTON 

1875 

156= 

1874 

142= 

1886 

275= 

1888 

45= 

1892 

206= 

2,451 

72 

9,030 

59 

LONDON  EAST 

1875 

156= 

1854 

22= 

1890 

73= 

PALMERSTON 

1875 

156= 

1872 

130= 

1871 

140= 

1909 

233= 

1875 

102= 

1,850 

97 

1,554 

197 

PORT  STANLEY 

1875 

156= 

1936 

284 

1856 

72= 

1906 

208= 

1896 

234= 

552 

234 

1,460 

203= 

TEESWATER 

1875 

156= 

1874 

142= 

1874 

192= 

1891 

92= 

1883 

142= 

930 

180 

919 

258 

ARKONA 

1876 

164= 

1875 

148= 

1907 

217= 

1860 

69= 

468 

240 

504 

309 

GRIMSBY 

1876 

164= 

1885 

195= 

1854 

22= 

1889 

57= 

1871 

87= 

1,001 

171 

5,148 

92 

L'ORIGNAL 

1876 

164= 

1863 

97= 

1909 

333= 

1912 

258= 

1857 

54= 

1,026 

165 

1 ,189 

226 

NEWBORO 

1876 

164= 

1890 

218= 

1888 

297= 

1900 

168= 

1975 

347= 

432 

246 

301 

331 

NORWICH 

1876 

164= 

1876 

157= 

1876 

199= 

1891 

92= 

1877 

113= 

1,269 

137 

1,703 

189 

PENETANGU 1 SHENE 

1876 

164= 

1881 

179= 

1879 

218= 

1889 

57= 

1878 

118= 

2,422 

74 

5,340 

89 

R 1 DGET  OWN 

1876 

164= 

1873 

133= 

1872 

155= 

1888 

45= 

1879 

128= 

2,405 

75 

2,603 

148 

STOUFFV 1 LLE 

1876 

164= 

1888 

209= 

1871 

140= 

1894 

109= 

1877 

113= 

1,223 

143 

3,  188 

128 

BLYTH 

1877 

172= 

1885 

195= 

1876 

199= 

191  1 

247= 

1873 

97= 

871 

188 

724 

285 

BOBCAYGEON 

1877 

172= 

1869 

114= 

1904 

318 

1904 

203= 

1882 

141 

914 

182 

1,210 

223 

CANN 1 NGTON 

1877 

172= 

1870 

121  = 

1872 

155= 

1889 

57= 

1889 

181  = 

1,058 

163 

1,024 

246 

KINGSVILLE 

1877 

172= 

1878 

165= 

1889 

301  = 

1898 

151  = 

1891 

196= 

1,537 

115 

3,041 

133 

LONDON  WEST 

1877 

172= 

. 

1854 

22= 

1900 

168= 

. 

MADOC 

1877 

172= 

1878 

165= 

1880 

228= 

1910 

237= 

1857 

54= 

1,157 

150 

1 , 347 

210 

NORWOOD 

1877 

172= 

1870 

121  = 

1884 

264= 

1890 

73= 

1872 

92= 

945 

178 

1,060 

240 

BEAMSVI LLE 

1878 

179= 

1892 

225= 

1853 

1 = 

1901 

188= 

1887 

163= 

832 

195 

2,537 

151 

SPR 1 NGF 1 ELD 

1878 

179= 

1878 

165= 

1872 

155= 

1917 

298= 

1899 

251  = 

501 

237 

539 

303 

THEDFORD 

1878 

179= 

1878 

165= 

1859 

117= 

1910 

237= 

1895 

226= 

633 

221 

759 

281  = 

TIVERTON 

1878 

179= 

1874 

142= 

1937 

357= 

1891 

196= 

470 

238 

422 

319 

WATERFORD 

1878 

179= 

1874 

142= 

1872 

155= 

1885 

11  = 

1897 

242= 

1,122 

153 

2,221 

163 

CARDINAL 

1879 

184= 

1901 

253 

1856 

72= 

1895 

118= 

1888 

171  = 

1 , 378 

129= 

1,944 

176 

CHESLEY 

1879 

184= 

1876 

157= 

1882 

238= 

1885 

11  = 

1888 

171  = 

1,734 

100 

1,697 

190 

MIDLAND 

1879 

184= 

1879 

170= 

1879 

218= 

1893 

102= 

1880 

132= 

3,174 

51 

8,656 

66 

Ml LLBROOK 

1879 

184= 

1862 

93= 

1857 

101  = 

1896 

129= 

1894 

214= 

917 

181 

891 

262 

PARKDALE 

1879 

184= 

1875 

148= 

1853 

1 = 

1881 

2= 

1880 

1 32= 

POINT  EDWARD 

1879 

184= 

1884 

190= 

1859 

117= 

1901 

188= 

1876 

107= 

780 

203 

2,744 

142 

PORT  DOVER 

1879 

184= 

1850 

36= 

1876 

199= 

1894 

109= 

1910 

269 

1,177 

148 

3,064 

131 

SHELBURNE 

1879 

184= 

1875 

148= 

1872 

155= 

1883 

4= 

1887 

163= 

1 ,188 

146 

1,239 

219 

174 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

1 NCORP 

RINCO  ’ 

WKLYNEWS 

WATERDOWN 

1879 

184= 

1918 

ALVINSTON 

1880 

193= 

1870 

ERIN 

1880 

193= 

1880 

NIAGARA  FALLS  SOUTH 

1880 

193= 

1879 

WIARTON 

1880 

193= 

BROCKTON 

1881 

197= 

1891 

MILVERTON 

1881 

197= 

TARA 

1881 

197= 

1881 

WESTON 

1881 

197= 

1890 

KENORA 

1882 

201  = 

1883 

NORTH  BAY 

1882 

201  = 

1885 

WOODBR 1 DGE 

1882 

201  = 

1873 

ALEXANDRIA 

1883 

204= 

1884 

CLI FFORD 

1883 

204= 

1879 

AYR 

1884 

206= 

1854 

BEETON 

1884 

206= 

1885 

ESSEX 

1884 

206= 

1879 

PORT  ARTHUR 

1884 

206= 

1875 

WOODVI LLE 

1884 

206= 

1877 

BEAVERTON 

1885 

211  = 

1856 

TOTTENHAM 

1885 

21  1 = 

1 865 

HUNTSVILLE 

1886 

213 

1875 

DUNDALK 

1887 

214= 

1881 

ELMIRA 

1887 

214= 

1 869 

HAGERSVI LLE 

1887 

214= 

1861 

LANCASTER 

1887 

214= 

1881 

PARRY  SOUND 

1887 

214= 

1873 

ROCKLAND 

1887 

214= 

1976 

SAULT  STE  MARIE 

1887 

214= 

1875 

THORNBURY 

1887 

214= 

1872 

T 1 LBURY 

1887 

214= 

1884 

TORONTO  JUNCTION 

1887 

214= 

1889 

WINCHESTER 

1887 

214= 

1888 

ATHENS 

1888 

225= 

1884 

EAST  TORONTO 

1888 

225= 

1875 

MARKDALE 

1888 

225= 

CHESTERVI LLE 

1889 

228= 

1894 

CREEMORE 

1889 

228= 

1887 

RWKLY  RLYCON1  RRLYC  ELECTY1  RELEC  LIBRARY1 


273= 

1912 

336= 

1911 

247= 

1843 

121  = 

1872 

155= 

1904 

203= 

1889 

177= 

1880 

228= 

1900 

168= 

1891 

1854 

22= 

. 

. 

1880 

170= 

1882 

238= 

1890 

73= 

1853 

1 = 

1888 

45= 

1894 

221  = 

1877 

205= 

1916 

292= 

179= 

1881 

233= 

1906 

208= 

1890 

218= 

1856 

72= 

1899 

156= 

1858 

188= 

1882 

238= 

1892 

96= 

1894 

195= 

1882 

238= 

1894 

109= 

1895 

133= 

1870 

136= 

1914 

274= 

1877 

190= 

1882 

238= 

1895 

118= 

1878 

170= 

1874 

192= 

1924 

327= 

1885 

55= 

1879 

218= 

1902 

196= 

1856 

195= 

1877 

205= 

1899 

156= 

1886 

170= 

1873 

185= 

1914 

274= 

1889 

148= 

1882 

238= 

1887 

30= 

1876 

160= 

1869 

134= 

1906 

208= 

1891 

68= 

1869 

134= 

1910 

237= 

1889 

103= 

1878 

212= 

1894 

109= 

1890 

148= 

1886 

275= 

1896 

129= 

1880 

179= 

1872 

155= 

1900 

168= 

1889 

114= 

1891 

303= 

1886 

21  = 

1888 

90= 

1872 

155= 

1913 

271  = 

1894 

179= 

1855 

58= 

1921 

314= 

1883 

133= 

1896 

313= 

1906 

208= 

1887 

308= 

1895 

308= 

1892 

96= 

1936 

148= 

1887 

286= 

1888 

45= 

1890 

1 30= 

1872 

155= 

1889 

57= 

1893 

190= 

1872 

155= 

1894 

109= 

1889 

213= 

1856 

72= 

1900 

168= 

1890 

209= 

1887 

286= 

1890 

73= 

1923 

190= 

1888 

297= 

1928 

343= 

191 1 

1856 

72= 

1893 

102= 

1916 

148= 

1872 

155= 

1896 

129= 

1887 

232= 

1887 

286= 

1914 

274= 

1894 

205= 

1878 

212= 

1890 

73= 

1894 

RLIBR 

POP1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RPOP6 

17= 

622 

224 

1,844 

179 

181  = 

898 

184 

660 

291 

196= 

511 

236 

1,005 

250 

1,458 

120 

• 

. 

132= 

2,443 

73 

2,138 

171 

214= 

698 

214 

1,111 

233 

187= 

625 

223 

481 

315 

62= 

1,083 

161 

9,715 

55 

214= 

5,202 

26 

10,904 

51 

226= 

2,530 

67 

23,781 

26 

113= 

604 

229 

2,315 

159 

118= 

1,911 

94 

2,597 

149 

152= 

608 

227 

542 

301  = 

48= 

827 

197 

1,016 

247 

161  = 

634 

220 

810 

272= 

181  = 

1,391 

128 

3,742 

115 

107= 

3,214 

50 

45,276 

15 

196= 

458 

242 

399 

322 

181  = 

855 

191 

1,217 

221 

187= 

611 

226 

778 

279 

132= 

2,152 

82 

3,189 

127 

181  = 

762 

205 

852 

266 

171  = 

1,060 

162 

3,337 

122 

214= 

1,020 

167 

2,075 

174 

142= 

583 

231 

584 

296 

163= 

2,884 

59 

6,004 

80 

298= 

1,998 

90 

3,037 

134= 

187= 

7,169 

21 

43,088 

18 

210= 

786 

202 

1,097 

234 

181  = 

1,012 

170 

3,030 

136 

187= 

4,518 

31 

. 

206 

285= 

1 ,101 

158 

1,429 

270= 

953 

177 

1,015 

248 

276 

1,564 

113 

. 

235 

163= 

892 

185 

1,090 

214= 

932 

179 

1,248 

218 

214= 

654 

216 

850 

267 

175 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED 

VARIABLES,  Wl 

TH  RANKS 

, FOR 

ALL  URBAN 

PLACES 

1 N 

ORDER 

OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 

TOWNNAME 

1 NCORP 

RINCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

ELECTY1 

RELEC 

LI BRARY1 

RLIBR  POP1901 

RPOPO 

POP1 

961 

RPOP6 

NORTH  TORONTO 

1889 

228= 

1889 

213= 

1896 

129= 

1900 

256= 

1,852 

96 

756 

283 

SUNDR 1 DGE 

1889 

228= 

1886 

275= 

1911 

247= 

1894 

214= 

357 

249 

BURK’S  FALLS 

1890 

232= 

1885 

195= 

1886 

275= 

1880 

1 

1893 

210= 

849 

192 

926 

256= 

DUTTON 

1890 

232= 

1881 

179= 

1872 

155= 

1899 

156= 

1857 

54= 

863 

190 

815 

271 

EGANV 1 LLE 

1890 

232= 

1877 

160= 

1894 

306= 

1895 

118= 

1917 

277 

1 ,107 

157 

1 , 

549 

198 

GORE  BAY 

1890 

232= 

1897 

243= 

. 

1939 

362= 

1898 

247= 

723 

211 

716 

287 

LITTLE  CURRENT 

1890 

232= 

1879 

170= 

1914 

343= 

1914 

274= 

1892 

206= 

728 

210 

1, 

527 

199 

OTTAWA  EAST 

1890 

232= 

. 

1882 

238= 

. 

. 

196= 

1 , 500 

117 

787 

277 

PORT  ROWAN 

1890 

232= 

1893 

228= 

1888 

297= 

1895 

118= 

1891 

657 

215 

1, 

SUTTON 

1890 

232= 

1961 

297= 

1877 

205= 

1914 

274= 

1908 

267= 

646 

218 

470 

202 

WALKERVI LLE 

1890 

232= 

1890 

218= 

1854 

22= 

1886 

21  = 

1905 

264 

1,595 

1 1 1 

1 , 

277 

CASSELMAN 

1891 

241  = 

. 

1882 

238= 

1911 

247= 

1937 

300 

707 

212 

215 

MAXV 1 LLE 

1891 

241  = 

1904 

257= 

1882 

238= 

1920 

312= 

1894 

214= 

749 

207 

1, 

804 

275 

TWEED 

1891 

241  = 

1887 

205= 

1884 

264= 

1899 

156= 

1862 

72= 

1,168 

149 

791 

183 

ALLANDALE 

1892 

244= 

1854 

22= 

1897 

142= 

. 

3,633 

43 

45, 

214 

16 

FORT  WILLIAM 

1892 

244= 

1877 

160= 

1882 

238= 

1898 

151  = 

1885 

152= 

MATTAWA 

1892 

244= 

1895 

234= 

1883 

252= 

1896 

129= 

X 

X 

1,400 

125 

3, 

314 

123 

SUDBURY 

1892 

244= 

1891 

221  = 

1883 

252= 

1895 

118= 

1896 

234= 

2,027 

88 

80, 

120 

7 

THESSALON 

1892 

244= 

1887 

286= 

1901 

188= 

1892 

206= 

1,205 

145 

1, 

725 

188 

DELH  1 

1893 

249= 

1938 

286 

1872 

155= 

1907 

217= 

1894 

214= 

823 

198 

3, 

427 

120 

HAVELOCK 

1893 

249= 

1895 

234= 

1884 

264= 

1903 

199= 

1927 

292 

984 

172= 

1, 

260 

217 

H 1 NTONBERG 

1894 

251 

# 

. 

1864 

130= 

. 

. 

251  = 

2,798 

60 

BR 1 DGEBURG 

1895 

252= 

1898 

246= 

1854 

22= 

1903 

199= 

1899 

1,356 

132 

288 

78 

STURGEON  FALLS 

1895 

252= 

1968 

303= 

1883 

252= 

1894 

109= 

1963 

329 

1,418 

124 

6, 

PORT  CARLING 

1896 

254= 

. 

. 

1918 

302= 

1887 

163= 

323 

252 

529 

305 

ROSSEAU 

1896 

254= 

. 

. 

1924 

327= 

1946 

307= 

199 

233 

332 

HENSALL 

1897 

256= 

1893 

228= 

1876 

199= 

1901 

188= 

1890 

187= 

820 

1 , 

926 

256= 

VANKLEEK  H 1 LL 

1897 

256= 

1858 

77= 

1892 

305 

1886 

21  = 

1858 

62= 

1,674 

104 

735 

187 

GRAND  VALLEY 

1898 

258 

1886 

201  = 

1871 

140= 

1897 

142= 

1888 

171  = 

751 

206 

634 

295 

HANOVER 

1899 

259= 

1880 

177= 

1882 

238= 

1889 

57= 

1895 

226= 

1,392 

127 

4, 

401 

107 

STURGEON  POINT 

1899 

259= 

. 

, 

1940 

365= 

. 

. 

734 

209 

21 

342 

COBDEN 

1900 

261 

1895 

234= 

1876 

199= 

1916 

292= 

1977 

354= 

942 

253 

COPPER  CLI FF 

1901 

262= 

1892 

225= 

1886 

275= 

1906 

208= 

1896 

234= 

961 

176 

3, 

600 

117 

MARMORA 

1901 

262= 

1887 

205= 

1884 

264= 

1900 

168= 

1920 

280 

381 

207 

BRUCE  MINES 

1903 

264= 

1955 

292= 

1887 

286= 

1929 

347 

X 

X 

• 

484 

313= 

CACHE  BAY 

1903 

264= 

m 

1883 

252= 

1903 

199= 

1971 

338 

. 

810 

272= 

FORT  FRANCES 

1903 

264= 

1886 

201  = 

1901 

316 

1910 

237= 

1898 

247= 

9, 

481 

58 

NEW  LISKEARD 

1903 

264= 

1902 

254= 

1905 

319= 

1906 

208= 

1911 

270= 

• 

4, 

896 

95 

176 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

INCORP 

RINCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYC0N1 

RRLYC 

ELECTY1 

RELEC  L 

BRARY1 

RLI  BR 

P0P1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RPOP6 

SOUTH  RIVER 

1903 

264= 

1886 

275= 

1909 

233= 

1908 

267= 

1,044 

243 

CHATSWORTH 

1904 

269= 

. 

1872 

155= 

1915 

288= 

1888 

171  = 

419 

320 

HAI LEYBURY 

1904 

269= 

1904 

257= 

1905 

319= 

1912 

258= 

1907 

266 

2,638 

145 

MASSEY 

1904 

269= 

1905 

259= 

1886 

275= 

1925 

333= 

1960 

325= 

1 , 324 

212 

POWASSAN 

1904 

269= 

1886 

275= 

1907 

217= 

1913 

273 

1,064 

238= 

RAINY  RIVER 

1904 

269= 

1902 

254= 

1902 

317 

1908 

226= 

191 1 

270= 

1 ,168 

228 

STEELTON 

1904 

269= 

1912 

268= 

1887 

286= 

1900 

168= 

1919 

279 

• 

WESTPORT 

1904 

269= 

1893 

228= 

1888 

297= 

1906 

208= 

1904 

262= 

711 

289 

BANCROFT 

1905 

276 

1871 

125= 

1900 

315 

1912 

258= 

1901 

258= 

2,615 

147 

BLIND  RIVER 

1906 

277= 

1908 

263= 

1887 

286= 

1907 

217= 

1926 

290= 

4,093 

110 

BLOOMF 1 ELD 

1906 

277= 

m 

1879 

218= 

1919 

308= 

1895 

226= 

803 

276 

BONFI ELD 

1906 

277= 

. 

1883 

252= 

1947 

370= 

1974 

346 

403 

248 

714 

288 

COBALT 

1906 

277= 

1905 

259= 

1905 

319= 

1910 

237= 

1906 

265 

2,209 

164 

FINCH 

1906 

277= 

1889 

213= 

1887 

286= 

1928 

343= 

1953 

319 

386 

323 

WEBBWOOD 

1906 

277= 

1907 

261  = 

1886 

275= 

1925 

333= 

1973 

342= 

546 

300 

BURLINGTON  BEACH 

1907 

283= 

. 

1877 

205= 

1900 

168= 

. 

. 

• 

COURTRIGHT 

1907 

283= 

1909 

265 

1872 

155= 

1923 

326 

1894 

214= 

532 

304 

HEPWORTH 

1907 

283= 

1881 

233= 

1930 

348= 

1896 

234= 

358 

327 

KEARNEY 

1907 

283= 

. 

. 

1896 

313= 

1938 

360= 

1899 

251  = 

365 

326 

LATCHFORD 

1907 

283= 

. 

1905 

319= 

1950 

373= 

X 

X 

479 

316 

NEUSTADT 

1907 

283= 

1863 

97= 

1881 

233= 

1909 

233  = 

. 

493 

312 

COLDWATER 

1908 

289= 

1882 

186= 

1879 

218= 

191  3 

271  = 

1896 

234= 

726 

284 

ENGLEHART 

1908 

289= 

1908 

263= 

1906 

323= 

1914 

274= 

1922 

283  = 

1,786 

185 

KEEWATIN 

1908 

289= 

1888 

209= 

1882 

238= 

1907 

217= 

1972 

339= 

2,197 

166 

RODNEY 

1908 

289= 

1884 

190= 

1872 

155= 

1917 

298= 

1893 

210= 

1,041 

244 

VAN  1 ER 

1908 

289= 

1976 

308= 

1854 

22= 

1908 

226= 

1966 

331  = 

24,555 

25 

WEST  LORNE 

1908 

289= 

1888 

209= 

1872 

155= 

1900 

168= 

1890 

187= 

1,070 

236 

JARVIS 

1909 

295= 

1877 

160= 

1873 

185= 

1924 

327= 

1890 

187= 

783 

278 

TAVISTOCK 

1909 

295= 

1895 

234= 

1857 

101  = 

1890 

73= 

1897 

242= 

1,232 

220 

CHELMSFORD 

1910 

297= 

1884 

264= 

1947 

370= 

1972 

339= 

2,559 

150 

COCHRANE 

1910 

297= 

1910 

266 

1908 

327= 

1912 

258= 

1921 

281  = 

4,521 

100 

DRYDEN 

1910 

297= 

1897 

243= 

1882 

238= 

1908 

226= 

1897 

242= 

5,728 

82 

KILLALOE  STATION 

191 1 

300= 

. 

. 

1895 

308= 

1940 

365= 

1977 

354= 

932 

254 

Ml  Ml  CO 

1911 

300= 

1917 

270= 

1855 

58= 

1910 

237= 

1914 

274 

18,212 

36 

NEW  TORONTO 

191 1 

300= 

1917 

270= 

1855 

58= 

1914 

274= 

1928 

293= 

13,384 

45 

SHALLOW  LAKE 

1911 

300= 

. 

. 

1881 

233= 

1947 

370= 

1975 

347= 

340 

329 

VICTORIA  HARBOUR 

1911 

300= 

. 

. 

1879 

218= 

1914 

274= 

X 

X 

1,066 

237 

EAST  WINDSOR 

1912 

305= 

. 

. 

1854 

22= 

1900 

168= 

. 

• 

• 

• 

177 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

INCORP 

RINCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

ELECTY1 

RELEC 

LI BRARY1 

RLIBR 

POP1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RPOP6 

FLESHERTON 

1912 

305= 

1881 

179= 

1872 

155= 

1895 

118= 

1885 

152= 

515 

307 

HUMBERSTONE 

1912 

305= 

. 

1859 

117= 

1914 

274= 

MATHESON 

1912 

305= 

. 

1906 

323= 

1934 

356 

1958 

323= 

853 

265 

SIOUX  LOOKOUT 

1912 

305= 

1923 

275 

1908 

327= 

1921 

314= 

1936 

298= 

2,453 

152 

TIMMINS 

1912 

305= 

1912 

268= 

1912 

336= 

1912 

258= 

1924 

287 

29,270 

23 

FROOD  MINES 

1913 

311  = 

. 

. 

191 1 

247= 

LEAS  IDE 

1913 

311  = 

. 

1884 

264= 

1916 

292= 

1950 

315= 

18,579 

34 

OJ 1 BWAY 

1913 

311  = 

. 

1916 

346= 

1922 

321  = 

• 

6 

343 

TROUT  CREEK 

1913 

311  = 

1907 

261  = 

1886 

275= 

1939 

362= 

1897 

242= 

510 

308 

BALA 

1914 

315= 

# 

, 

1908 

327= 

1918 

302= 

1926 

290= 

495 

311 

CHARLTON 

1914 

315= 

# 

. 

1907 

326 

1914 

274= 

1976 

352= 

157 

336= 

PORT  CREDIT 

1914 

315= 

1927 

279 

1855 

58= 

1912 

258= 

1896 

234= 

7,203 

73 

WHEATLEY 

1914 

315= 

1895 

234= 

1894 

306= 

1912 

258= 

1894 

214= 

1,362 

208 

IROQUOIS  FALLS 

1915 

319 

1963 

301 

1913 

339= 

1912 

258= 

1964 

330 

1,681 

191 

ERIE  BEACH 

1916 

320= 

1925 

333= 

. 

. 

137 

339= 

THORNLOE 

1916 

320= 

1902 

254= 

1906 

323= 

1912 

258= 

1898 

247= 

21 1 

333 

ERI  EAU 

1917 

322= 

1883 

252= 

1924 

327= 

X 

X 

497 

310 

HIGHGATE 

1917 

322= 

1895 

234= 

1872 

155= 

1916 

292= 

1895 

226= 

374 

324 

LION'S  HEAD 

1917 

322= 

1925 

276= 

1939 

362= 

1888 

171  = 

416 

321 

PORT  MCNICOLL 

1917 

322= 

. 

1910 

335 

1915 

288= 

1978 

356 

1,053 

242 

CAPREOL 

1918 

326= 

m 

. 

1908 

327= 

191 1 

247= 

1969 

336= 

3,003 

137 

MAGNETAWAN 

1918 

326= 

. 

. 

1922 

321  = 

1972 

339= 

205 

334 

M 1 LDMAY 

1918 

326= 

1893 

228= 

1874 

192= 

1895 

118= 

1895 

226= 

847 

268 

DELORO 

1919 

329 

m 

. 

191 1 

247= 

1940 

302 

157 

336= 

BRAES  1 DE 

1921 

330= 

m 

. 

1872 

155= 

. 

1976 

352= 

528 

306 

CRYSTAL  BEACH 

1921 

330= 

. 

. 

. 

. 

1914 

274= 

X 

X 

1,886 

177 

FRANKFORD 

1921 

330= 

1940 

287 

1884 

264= 

1910 

237= 

1921 

281  = 

1,642 

194 

KAPUSKASING 

1921 

330= 

1961 

297= 

1913 

339= 

1921 

314= 

1925 

288= 

6,870 

75 

RIVERSIDE 

1921 

330= 

1948 

289= 

1854 

22= 

1922 

321  = 

1939 

301 

18,089 

37 

TECUMSEH 

1921 

330= 

1931 

282 

1854 

22= 

1914 

274= 

1962 

328 

4,476 

105 

FONTH 1 LL 

1922 

336= 

1854 

55= 

1909 

233= 

1852 

31  = 

2,324 

157 

HEARST 

1922 

336= 

1960 

295= 

1913 

339= 

. 

1975 

347= 

2,  373 

154 

FOREST  HILL 

1923 

338= 

1930 

280= 

. 

. 

1919 

308= 

. 

. 

20,489 

31 

HILTON  BEACH 

1923 

338= 

. 

. 

1931 

352= 

X 

X 

155 

338 

NESTERVI LLE 

1923 

338= 

1887 

286= 

1945 

367= 

. 

79 

341 

LA  SALLE 

1924 

341  = 

# 

1916 

346= 

1920 

312= 

1966 

331  = 

WINDERMERE 

1924 

341  = 

. 

. 

# 

1930 

348= 

1890 

187= 

137 

339= 

RIPLEY 

1925 

343= 

1892 

225= 

1872 

155= 

1921 

314= 

1887 

163= 

464 

317 

178 


SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 

INCORP 

RINCO 

WKLYNEWS 

RWKLY 

RLYCON1 

RRLYC 

ROCKCLIFFE  PARK 

1925 

343= 

. 

1855 

58= 

SWANSEA 

1925 

343= 

. 

SMOOTH  ROCK  FALLS 

1929 

346 

249= 

1913 

339= 

HARROW 

1930 

347= 

1900 

1889 

301  = 

LONG  BRANCH 

1930 

347= 

289= 

1855 

58= 

STONEY  CREEK 

1930 

347= 

1948 

1853 

1 = 

BARRY'S  BAY 

1932 

350 

1959 

294 

1895 

308= 

CON  1 STON 

1934 

351  = 

• 

1883 

252= 

PORT  SYDNEY 

1934 

351  = 

285 

1914 

343= 

GERALDTON 

1937 

353 

1937 

LARDER  LAKE 

1938 

354= 

• 

1927 

349 

LEVACK 

1938 

354= 

. 

1878 

212= 

ELMVALE 

1949 

356= 

1891 

221  = 

PORT  BURWELL 

1949 

356= 

283 

1895 

308= 

WASAGA  BEACH 

1949 

356= 

1935 

• 

• 

BRIDGEPORT 

1951 

359= 

1855 

58= 

BRONTE 

1951 

359= 

1974 

307 

GRAND  BEND 

1951 

359= 

• 

• 

ALFRED 

1952 

362 

• 

• 

• 

LIVELY 

1953 

363= 

. 

1856 

72= 

PICKERING 

1953 

363= 

1881 

179= 

CHALK  RIVER 

1954 

365 

. 

1883 

252= 

AJAX 

1955 

366 

I960 

295= 

1856 

72= 

CALEDON  EAST 

1957 

367 

300 

1877 

205= 

ESPANOLA 

1958 

368 

1962 

1887 

286= 

BEACHBURG 

1959 

369= 

1945 

288 

1916 

346= 

DEEP  RIVER 

1959 

369= 

• 

IRON  BRIDGE 

1960 

371  = 

249= 

• 

• 

ZUR 1 CH 

1960 

371  = 

1900 

1879 

218= 

BELMONT 

1961 

373= 

PETAWAWA 

1961 

373= 

1971 

305 

1883 

252= 

STITTSVI LLE 

1961 

373= 

1961 

297= 

1864 

1 30= 

BEACHVI LLE 

1962 

376= 

. 

1853 

1 = 

COOKSTOWN 

1962 

376= 

249= 

1877 

205= 

WELLESLEY 

1962 

376= 

1900 

• 

• 

PLANTAGENET 

1963 

379 

1885 

195= 

• 

• 

ST  ISIDORE 

1965 

380 

. 

1884 

264= 

EAST  YORK 

1967 

381  = 

1918 

273= 

ELECTY1 

RELEC 

LI BRARY1 

RLIBR  POP1901 

RPOPO 

POP1961 

RP0P6 

1914 

274= 

X 

X 

2,084 

173 

1912 

258= 

1929 

295= 

9,628 

56 

1917 

298= 

1946 

307= 

1,131 

232 

1899 

156= 

1899 

251  = 

1,787 

184 

1918 

302= 

1945 

306 

11,039 

50 

1900 

168= 

1894 

214= 

6,043 

79 

1927 

339= 

1960 

325= 

1,439 

205 

191 1 

247= 

1903 

260= 

2,692 

144 

1933 

354= 

1944 

303= 

192 

335 

1937 

357= 

1947 

310= 

3,375 

121 

1938 

360= 

1944 

303= 

. 

• 

191 1 

247= 

1954 

320 

3,178 

129 

1908 

226= 

1893 

210= 

957 

251 

1927 

339= 

1862 

72= 

777 

280 

1924 

327= 

1973 

342= 

431 

318 

1928 

343= 

. 

1,672 

192 

1944 

303= 

. 

. 

1926 

336= 

1949 

314 

928 

255 

1947 

310= 

1,195 

225 

1961 

327 

3,211 

126 

1926 

336= 

1891 

196= 

1,755 

186 

1945 

367= 

1973 

342= 

1,135 

231 

1926 

336= 

1952 

318 

7, 755 

7 1 

1927 

339= 

1967 

333= 

654 

292 

191  1 

247= 

1918 

278 

5,353 

88 

1967 

333= 

542 

301  = 

1945 

367= 

1947 

310= 

5,377 

85 

1975 

347= 

867 

264 

1895 

118= 

1922 

283= 

723 

286 

1921 

314= 

X 

X 

649 

293 

1973 

342= 

4,509 

102 

1950 

373= 

X 

X 

1,508 

200 

1912 

258= 

1901 

258= 

1918 

302= 

1897 

242= 

1916 

292= 

1900 

256= 

1930 

348= 

1946 

307= 

1930 

348= 

1947 

310= 

1918 

302= 

1950 

315= 

• 

• 

SUMMARY  OF  SELECTED  VARIABLES,  WITH  RANKS,  FOR  ALL  URBAN  PLACES 
IN  ORDER  OF  FIRST  INCORPORATION 


TOWNNAME 


INCORP  RINCO  WKLYNEWS  RWKLY  RLYCON1 


RRLYC 


ELECTY1  RELEC 


LIBRARY!  RLIBR  P0P1901 


RPOPO  POP1961 


RPOP6 


ETOBICOKE 
NORTH  YORK 
SCARBOROUGH 
YORK 

MISSISSAUGA 
KIRKLAND  LAKE 
ELLIOT  LAKE 


1967 

381  = 

1917 

1967 

381  = 

1926 

1967 

381  = 

1925 

1967 

381  = 

1889 

1968 

386 

1968 

1972 

387 

1930 

1976 

388 

1955 

270= 

1855 

58= 

278 

1853 

1 = 

276= 

1856 

72= 

213= 

1853 

1 = 

303= 

1855 

58= 

280= 

1908 

327= 

292= 

• 

1908 

226= 

1890 

1890 

73= 

1896 

1894 

109= 

1878 

1890 

73= 

1904 

1913 

271  = 

1957 

1910 

237= 

1929 

1955 

375 

1958 

187= 

234= 

118= 

262= 

322 

295= 

323= 


University  of  Waterloo 
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